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DISCOURSE 

CONCE  RNING 

FEVERS. 

I  N 

TWO  LETTERS 

To  a  Young  Physician. 

THE  FIRST, 

Diffuading  from  all  Hypothefes  and  theories, 
whether  Phyfical  or  Mechanical ,  as  vain 
and  delufive. 

THE  SECOND, 

Directing  his  Regimen  for  the  Cure,  and  his  Con- 
dud  to  the  lick  Perfon  ; 

With  fome  fhort,  but  general  Remarks  upon  the  Pulfe 
and  Urine ,  in  the  Way  of  Poftfcript.  As  alfo  upon 
the  Crifes ,  and  critical  Days  in  Fevers. 

The  Second  Edition. 

By  DANIEL  TURNER,  M.  D.  of  the  CoU 
lege  of  Phyhcians  in  London. 

Jfteque  enim  erubefcendum  eft,  fi  baud  J'emper  liceat ,  qua  ratio- 
ne ,  Morbos  aut  gignat  ant  abigat  Natura ,  fufpicari :  Saltern 
honefiius  eft  ties  aliquid  nefcire  nos  confiteri,  quam  tandem 
in  opinione  ft  ft  a  atque  vand  convift  os,  turpi  ter  erubefcere. 

Frcind’s  Com.  de  Febribus. 

~  TTo  N  D  O  N  : 

Printed  for  John  Clarke,  at  the  Bible  under  the 
Royal- Exchange,  MDCCXXX1L 
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TO  THE 


R  E  A  D  E  R. 


TH 0*  a  Preface  to  an  Epiflle  may  be 
thought  irregular ,  yet  fomewhat  that 
occur  d  foon  after  the  Publication  of  the 
firft  Edition  of  this  Difcourfe ,  will  make  it  the 
more  exci  fable,  if  not  necejfary. 

In  the  Advertifeme?it  to  the  firjl  Jmprejfon , 
the  Reader  was  inform  d  how  tkefe  Letters  came 
to  be  made  publick,  viz.  to  prevent  a  faulty  Tran- 
fcript  coming  forth  unknown  to  the  Author ,  who 
has  been  fince  apprifed  of  a  poor  Snarler  that 
would  fain  have  got  fome  Sheets  into  the  Prefs , 
if  any  one  would  have  undertaken  them ,  by 
way  of  Anfwer.  The  Tendency  whereof  I  have 
been  inform  d  by  one  who  had  a  Sight  of  the 
Manujcript ,  was ,  to  prove  the  Author  inco?i~ 
jiftent  with  himfelf  as  decrying  the  Service  of 
Mathema  ticks  and  Mechanicks  in  the  Cure 
of  Difeafes ,  whilft  eulogifng  fome  Improve¬ 
ments  made  thereby ,  and  citing  fever al  Wri¬ 
ters  that  have  excell d  therein. 

I  '  s  V  1 

But  this  Objection  furely  muft  be  made  from 
a  great  deal  of  Ignorance,  or  as  much  of  til 
JSfature,  becaufe  the  Defgn  of  the  Author  [ve¬ 
ry  manifef  through  the  Tenure  of  both  Letters ] 
was  to  caution  a  young  Phyfcian  in  his  attend - 

a  z  ing 


iV  P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

hig  upon  Fevers  more  efpe  dally ,  how  he  found¬ 
ed  any  curative  Intentions  upon  Theories  or  Hy 
pothefes  thence  borrow'd,  or  undertook  to  expli¬ 
cate  their  Phenomena  by  any  fuch ;  for  that 
it  might  Jo  happen  when  he  had  this  way  ha¬ 
rangu'd  ?noft  learnedly ,  and  given  many  Proof's 
of  his  fcholaftick  Acquirements  s  when  he  had,  I 
fay ,  more  Mathematico,  laid  down  his  Popu¬ 
lates,  his  Axioms  and  Theorems,  making  all 
out  in  his  own  way ,  there  might  not  be  one 
Word  of  \ Truth  or  Fad,  could  we  be  led  into 
Nature's  Secrets,  or  her  infcrutable  Procefs  du¬ 
ring  the  febrile  Conflid.  So  that  if  for  this 
Caufe ,  he  has  advisd  his  Friend ,  in  his  Con- 
dud  at  thefe  Times,  to  be  more  diligent  in  ob- 
jerving  her  Motions ,  and  rightly  diffinguifing 
fuch  Cnarafterifticks  only ,  as  may  enable  him 
to  make  the  furer  and  founder  Judgment  of  the 
proper  Genius  of  the  Fever ,  than  in  building 
romantick  Theories,  or  laying  Superfrudures 
upon  disputable  Thefes,  however  he  may  offend 
the  Compilers  of  fame  fuch ,  he  cannot  imagine 
that  any  prudent  Praditioner ,  who  has  the 
Good  of  his  Fellow-Citizens  in  view ,  will  be 
d if  pi  eas'd  at  his  fo  doing, 

W hoever  will  take  the  Pains  to  look  over  a 
late  Performance  of  this  kind,  which  has  an 
equal  Claim  to  aDifcourfe  of  Phantoms,  with 
one  of  Fevers,  will  foon  fee  how  far  fort  it 
comes  of  anfwering  its  'Title,  viz .  A  Practical 
Difcourfe  upon  the  prefent  Epidemic  Fever, 
or  how  the  Cure  'thereof  is  to  be  further'd  by 
any  thing  laid  down  therein*  S® 


PREFACE.  'f 

So  fond  indeed  are  fome  Gentlemen  of  their 
talents  this  Way,  that  the  mof  abflrufe  or  in - 
tricate  of  Nature's  Motions ,  cannot  efcape  their 
Explanations,  who  rather  than  bethought  igno¬ 
rant  of  any  thing  that  paffes  at  thefe  tunes  in 
the  human  Fabrick ,  either  in  refpedi  to  the  Jo- 
lid  or  the  fluid  Parts  thereof  will  be  attempting 
fome  way  or  other  [no  matter  whether  true  or 
falfe ]  to  Jolve  the  fa?ne :  and  it  is  furely  againfl 
fuch  Theorifts,  fuch  Hypothetical  Schema- 
tifts  (who  forfaking  Nature  and  her  Didlates^ 
are  bufying  them f elves  conflantly  with  their 
Machinery,  their  Chymical  Analyfes,  and 
chimerical  Principles,  applying  them  to  cer¬ 
tain  States  and  Conditions  of  a  fever  ijh  Blood, 
whoje  Caufes  are  abfolutely  infcrutable  at  fome 
times ,  and  will  be  ever  jo  to  the  human  Under - 
ftanding)  that  every  true  practical  Phyflcian 
ought  to  be  guarded .  For  as  well  may  the 

Fay  lor  take  Meafure  of  a  Spedtre,  in  order  to 
fit  the fame  with  a  Suit  of  Apparel ,  as  the  Ma¬ 
thematician  or  the  Mechanician  invefligate 
any  Theory,  or  invent  any  Hypothecs,  which 
will  conflantly  hold  good  in  the  fever al  Species  of 
Fevers ,  or  afford  any  Jolid  Injlrutlion  to  the 
Artifl ,  how  to  cure  the  fame .  Of"  the  two ,  it 
may  Jo  happen ,  that  the  Patient  may  Jiifler  lejs 
under  mere  Empery,  than  by  one  that  is  bigot- 
ted  to  fome  fpecious  Hypothelis. 

The  Charge  brought  againfl  the  fecond  Let¬ 
ter,  is  this ,  that  the  Author  has  given  his  young 
Phyflcian  to  underfland  there  is  nothing  elfe  re - 
4  quird 
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PREFACE. 

quird  of  him ,  in  his  Attendance  upon  Fevers , 
to  prefcribe  Pulv.  e  Chel.  Cane.  C.  Conf. 
Lujul.  or  the  Lapis  contrayer.  an  Allegation 
fo  falfe ,  as  will  appear  to  ever y  Reader  thereof 
that  nothing  but  the  mojl  impotent  Malice  could 
have  furnift*  d. 

It  is  allow'd ,  thefe  Remedies  are  advifed  to 
be  preferibed  at  fome  times ,  rather  than  others 
more  uncertain ,  whereby  he  may  reap  the  Satif 
faBion  of  doing  the  leaf  Harm  [and  I  am 
Jure  he  is  a  happy  Man  that  never  did  any  in 
Fevers  ]  till  Nature  by  fome  better  Diagno- 
ftick  than  he  has  yet  gained ,  lets  him  into  a 
farther  Knowledge  what  muft  be  done .  For 
althd  the  more  ancient  and  better  experienced , 
are  allow'd  at  fome  times  to  make  what  they  call 
a  Pufi  for  Life,  yet  it  is  not  for  the  Tyro, 
notwithflanding  all  his  Academical  Acquire¬ 
ments,  to  throw  the  Vice  whether  he  Jhall  kill 
or  cure .  The  conf  derate  Mechanick  will  draw 

the  Wedge  where  he  perceives  it  goes  not  rights 
and  try  another  better  fuited  >  whilfl  the  bold 
and  ignorant  drives  on,  let  it  rive  and  tear  as 
it  willy  rather  than  have  it  thought  he  was  out 
in  his  Calculation  either  of  the  Force  apply  dy 
or  the  oppofite  Ref  [lance.  The  Simile  is  courfe, 
but  the  Application  eafy .  In  forty  as  it  will 
appear  from  the  Dijcourje  it  felf  that  theje 
Charges  againjl  the  fame  are  falfe  and  mali¬ 
cious,  Jo  if  it  conduce  to  make  his  young  Gen¬ 
tleman  an  honefy  Jdfe  and  praBical  Phyfcian , 
more  particularly  in  the  Cure  of  Fevers,  I  is 
*  what 


PREFACE.  vii 

what  the  Author  <&ims  at ,  who  remits  him  elfe - 
•where  for  the  Art  of  Prattling,  laying  down 
Poftulates,  and  folding  Problems.  Of  which , 
in  a  practical  Dijquiftion  concerning  the  fame , 
he  believes  there  is  little  Ufe. 

I  might  obferve ,  what  I  have  heard  farther 
objected,  that  the  firjl  Letter  is  moft  of  it  Quo¬ 
tation  :  and  this  the  Author  readily  allows ;  for 
his  Defgn  as  above ,  being  principally  to  dijfuade 
the  young  Student  from  falling  in  with  Theo¬ 
ries,  or  building  upon  phantaftick  Schemes, 
in  the  Cure  of  Fevers ,  or  attempting  mecha- 
nick  Explanations  in  Things  doubtful  and  dif- 
putable ,  by  which  he  might  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
grave  and  judicious ,  he  believ'd  he  could  not  do 
this  with  more  likelihood  of  Succefs ,  than  by  ex- 
pofng  feveral  fuch>  and  Ji hewing  their  Uncer¬ 
tainty ,  their  Danger  and  their  Infufficiency  for 
efiablijhing  a  found  or  rational  Pradtice  in 
thefe  Difeafes :  and  if  he  found  the  great ef 
Mafiers  in  this  Way ,  disagreeing  among  them - 
felves  about  feveral  phyfical  Axioms ;  Jome  of 
them  very  candidly  acknowledging, ,  that  through 
the  want  of  Data,  Mathematicks  and  Medi¬ 
cine  mufi  be  often  incompatible  :  when  finding 
others  in  their  mechanick  Solutions  of  feveral 
Phenomena,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  Caufe  of 
the  Difeafe ,  as  the  Cure  thereof  very  difcor- 
dant  one  from  the  other ,  each  running  a  wild 
Goofes  Chace  in  his  own  Wayy  and  leaving  the 
Cafe  in  it  felf  as  unintelligible  as  before .  He 
might  be  the  more  eafily  brought  off  from  this 

*  learned 


viii  .  P  R  E  F  A  C  E, 

learned  way  of  triflings  and  invited  to  purfae \  as 
he  is  advifed ,  a  Jleady  Oljervation  of  Nature 
only s  in  her  Efforts  at  thefe  Times >  to  throw  off 
her  Enemy ,  and  free  her  f elf  from  her  Burthen : 
taking  curative  Indications  from  the  Symp¬ 
toms  them  [elves  ^  as  they  fever  ally  prefent^  and  not 
from  Whimfiesy  which  poffbly  have  no  Founda¬ 
tion  but  in  the  Brains  of  their  Founders ;  mark¬ 
ing  confantly  the  Iffue  or  Succefs  attending, ,  till 
he  has  made  himfelf  acquainted  fo  far  as  he  cany 
what  kind  of  Fever  he  has  to  deal  with ,  and 
the  Method^  which  by  conflant  Experience y  he 
perceives  be [l  fuited  to  fib  due  the  fame. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  acquaint  the  Rea¬ 
der  ,  unlejs  I  addy  that  at  the  Requef  of  my 
Bookfeller ,  he  is  now  given  to  underfund  the  Au¬ 
thor  is 


His  Friend ,  and 

Devonfhire-Square, 

Aug,  i8,  1732, 

Humble  Servant. 


DANIEL  TURNER, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


H  E  following  Letters,  firft  written 


JL  to  a  young  Phyfician ,  who  had 
defied  the  Author's  Thoughts  about  this 
Subjed  of  Fevers,  together  with  thofe  of 
fome  modern  Writers,  drawn  up  in  fuch 
manner,  as  might  be  proper  for  his  own 
Information  ,  falling  into  a  third  hand, 
a  hafty  tranfeript  was  made  thereof,  with 
defign  of  conveying  the  fame  to  the  Prefs : 
of  which  being  inform'd,  to  prevent  a 
maimed  Copy  coming  out,  he  promis'd 
to  revife  them  at  his  leifure,  and  having 
made  fuch  addition  and  alteration  as  might 
render  them  more  ufeful,  confent  alfo 
(if  thought  neceffary)  to  their  publica¬ 


tion. 


If  any  Gentleman  fhould  think  him- 
felf  wrong'd,  in  that  his  opinion  is  ex- 


A  2 


pos'd 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

pos’d,  it  mull  be  without  caufe  5  fince  he 
has  avoided  medling  with  any  one's  pri¬ 
vate  Sentiments,  and  brought  nothing 
upon  the  Stage,  that  has  not  been  openly 
avow’d,  or  divulg'd  in  print.  It  is  furely 
every  Man’s  duty  to  hand  on  the  fide  of 
Truth,  at  leaft  what  he  thinks  fuch, 
{Amicus  Socrates ,  Amicus  Tlato ,  &c.)  as 
well  as  to  caution  againft  Error,  efpecial- 
ly  where  Life  may  be  thereby  endanger’d  5 
and  provided  this  is  done  without  perfo- 
nal  Refleftion,  no  Man  can  juftly  or  rea- 
fonably  complain. 

As  it  was  another  part  of  the  Author’s 
Defign,  to  inform  this  young  Gentle¬ 
mans  Mind,  as  to  his  moral  Converfa- 
tion  5  fo  if  in  expofing  the  Immoralities 
of  others,  who  are  ftill  namelefs,  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  draw  him  off  from  ill  Examples, 
the  Perfons  reflefted  on  fhould  think 
themfelvcs  ill  treated,  this  alfo  wotrld  be 
as  groundlefs ,  becaufe  he  points  out  no 
particular  Pcrfon  5  but  if  thofe  who  are 
really  meant,  make  no  fcruple  thus  to 
publifh  their  fhame  ,  why  fhould  they 

think 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

think  it  ftrange  that  others  (hould  ob- 
ferve  them  >  or  that  the  Age,  loofe  as  it 
is,  fhould  refent  fuch  unfeemly  behaviour 
in  a  Tick  Man’s  Chamber,  of  which  no 
one  can  be  guilty ,  who  has  not  furely 
firll  fhook  hands  with  his  Reafon ,  how 
wife  foever  he  may  feem  in  his  own  con¬ 
ceit,  as  well  as  his  Religion ,  if  ever  he 
had  any  > 

It  may  be  farther  ncceffary,  hefbould 
make  Apology  for  fo  rigidly  oppofing  the 
Method  of  late  introduced,  of  Practice  by 
mechanic  Theorems ,  or  taking  phylical 
Indications  thence  j  as  if  a  Man  could 
not  be  an  able  Rhyjician ,  unlefs  firft  an 
Algebraift ,  and  capable  of  reducing phyfi- 
cal  Quantities  and  Numbers  in  the  body 
of  Man,  to  a  mathematical  Standard  :  In¬ 
deed  the  many  foul  and  fatal  Errors  he 
has  feen  committed,  particularly  in  the 
bufinefs  of  Evacuations ,  more  cfpcci- 
ally  about  the  Problem  of  diminiping 
one  Secretion  by  the  increafe  of  another , 
and  viceverfa ,  by  fometoo  opinionated 
Men  in  this  way,  has  made  him  more 

A  \  warv 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


wary  of  purfuing  this  Courfe  farther 
than  Obfervation  in  the  like  Cafes,  or 
a  well  grounded  Experience,  will  juftify 
the  fame  $  and  he  hopes  the  pardon  of 
thefe  Gentlemen  of  this  exalted  Genius* 
if  he  is  fo  unhappy  to  differ  from  them, 
in  believing  that  thefe  two  will  be  always 
the  fafeft  Guides  to  the  practical  Phyficiam 
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THE 

FIRST  LETTER 


TO  A 

Young  Physician* 


DifluadirigHim  from  all  Hypotheses 
and  Theories ,  either  Phyfaal  or 
Mechanical,  as  vain  and  delu- 
five. 


5  1  R, 


IT  may  perkaps  feem fkdnge  to  fame, 
if  not  to  you,  that  any  Perfon's 
Thoughts,  and  much  lcfsmine,lhould 
be  ftill  wanting,  or  thought  neceflary 
upon  a  Difeaie  fo  raging  for  thoufands 
of  Years  paft,  and  after  fo  many  abler 

A  4  Pens 


A  Discourse 

Pens  employed  thereon  5  a  Difeafe  which 
our  Sydenham  a  has  remark’d,  takes  up 
at  leaft  two  thirds  of  the  whole  Tribe, 
and  often  carries  away  more  People  than 
all  the  red,  A  Difeafe  fo  common  and 
withal  fo  fatal  in  the  days  of  Hippocrates , 
that  out  of  forty  two  he  gives  us  an  ac¬ 
count  of,  he  had  the  misfortune  of  lofing 
twenty  five  b  5  and  yet,  as  you  have  fome- 
times  juftly  remark’d  in  private  Conver- 
fation,  who  ever  looks  over  the  large 
number  of  Volumes  written  upon  this 
Subject,  might  be  induced  to  believe  that 
the  Authors  had  thought  very  little  more 
than  to  drefs  up  an  Hypothecs,  or  fur- 
nidi  out  feme  Theory:  efpecially  our  late 
ones,  not  dictated  fo  much  by  Nature 
as  their  own  Fancies.  Flow  elfe,  finely,, 
is  it  come  to  pafs,  that  whilft  file  is  ftill 
the  fame  in  all  Countries  and  Climates, 
and  has  been,  if  not  before,  at  leafl: 
from  the  beginning  of  the  T oji-diluvian 


a,In  Ills  EpirUe  to  Dr.  Cole.  b  As  Dr.  Freind  has  ob- 
fsrv’d  in  his  Com.  de  Feb.- 

World  5 
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Let.  i .  Concerning  Fevers. 

World  ;  yet  with  refped  to  our  Writers 
in  Thyjick ,  particularly  about  Fevers^ 
we  have  almoft  as  many  Minds  as  Men, 
as  well  in  regard  to  the  Caufe ,  as  the  Cure 
thereof. 

It  has  been  faid  by  fome,  there  is  lefs 
Wonder  we  have  made  fo  fmall  Improve¬ 
ment  in  the  Knowledge  both  of  this  and 
others,  fince  weforfookourantientGuides, 
and  fet  up  for  new  Difcoveries,  and  hy¬ 
pothetical  Advances :  Among  whom  I 
find  it  the  complaint  of  Rhafes  the  Ara¬ 
bian,  as  a  late  Writer  c  takes  notice,  thus, 
4  The  Authors  who  have  improv’d  this 
‘  Art,  are  not  a  few,  nor  to  be  compre- 

*  hended  within  the  compafs  of  a  few 
4  Years :  A  thoufand  Writers,  perhaps  for 
c  a  thoufand  Years,  have  been  improving 
c  the  fame ;  and  he  that  induftrioully 

*  ftudies  thofe  Authors,  will,  in  the  fhort 
<  period  of  life,  find  out  as  much  as  if  he 
‘  had  liv’d  a  thoufand  Years  himfelf,  or 

*  employ’d  thofe  thoufand  Years  in  the 
f  fame  Study  of  Phyfick  :  But  if  theperu- 

c  Frrind  in  his  Hiftory  of  Phyfick,  Vol.  II. 

!  61 
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A  Discourse 

*  fal  of  antient  Authors  comes  once  to 

*  be  flighted,  what  can  any  Angle  Per- 
c  fon  find  out  >  ot  what  proportion  can 

*  his  pcrfonal  Abilities,  tho*  much  fupe- 

*  rior  to  others,  bear  to  the  immenfe 

*  Treasure  of  the  Antients  >  In  fhort,  he 
€  that  reads  not  the  Books  of  the  antient 

*  Phyficians,  nor  underftands  lomething 

*  of  the  nature  of  Difeafes,  even  before 
c  he  comes  to  vifit,  will,  when  he  attends 
(  the  fick,  either  through  Ignorance  ot 

*  Miftake,  overlook  the  Difeafe,  becaufe 

*  he  does  not  beforehand  underftand  any 

*  thing  of  it/ 

In  the  latter  part  of  our  Author^  Af- 
lertion,  he  isiferdy  right  s  but  the  Query 
now  will  be,  whether  this  Difeafe  is  fb 
well  undefflood,  by  reading  either  the 
antient  or  modern  Authors,  as  from  our 
daily  convcrfation  with  the  Ack,  andheed- 
fully  obferving  how  Nature  works  her 
own  deliverance,  when  left  to  her  felf 
at  any  time  under  like  condition  ?  from 
whence  we  may  be  after,  the  better  en¬ 
abled  to  affift  her  by  t he  means  of  Art. 

And 
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And  of  this  Mind  Purely  was  the  fame 
Countryman  Avenzoar ,  who  tells  us, 

*  d  that  albeit  he  had  a  liberal  Education, 
i  That  he  had  learn'd  not  only  what  be- 
1  long'd  to  a  Phyfician,  but  out  of  a 
‘  great  defire  of  Knowledge,  every  thing 
1  that  was  related  either  to  ‘Pharmacy  or 
(  Surgery  5  notwithftanding  which  he  lays- 

*  it  down  as  a  Maxim,  that  Experience 
c  is  the  right  Guide  and  Standard  of  a  war- 

*  rantable  Pradice,  and  muft  abfolve  or 

*  condemn  us  in  this  Life  and  the  next  : 
€  Obferving  farther,  that  the  Art  of  curing 
1  is  fo  little  to  be  obtain'd  by  logical  Di- 
1  ftindionSjOr  fophiflical  Subtilites,  that 
c  longUfe,  aflifted  by  a  good  Judgment, 
c  can  only  furnifh  this  extraordinary  Ta- 
6  lent/ 

But  as  on  the  one  fide  we  are  told,  our 
Ncgled  of  the  Antients,  and  Contempt  of 
their  Labours,  has  contributed  to  the  fmall 
Progrefs  we  have  made  in  the  healing 
faculty  :  So  on  the  other,  we  have  been 

k—  -  ,  ,,  — 
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charged  with  Bigotry  to  their  Opinions, 
and  yielding  a  kind  of  implicit  Faith  to 
their  Traditions  5  whence  farther  Im¬ 
provements  have  efcaped  us,  and  new 
Difcoverics  have  been  prevented,  for  fear 
of  clafhing  with  the  ant  lent  Sages* 

Thus  it  fee rns?  between  the  too  great 
Ncgleft,  and  over-bearing  Fondnefs  of 
Antiquity,  do  we  (land  culpable  in  the 
opinion  of  either  Party :  But  indeed, when 
\vc  confider  the  Method  fince  the  time 
aim  oft:  of  Hippocrates ,  in  which  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  nature  of  Fevers  has  been 
handled  5  how  little  Profit  is  to  be  reap¬ 
ed  by  the  young  Practitioner  from  hence, 
I  might  fay  rather  what  Difadvantage,  I 
need  not,  I  am  Pure,  acquaint  you, who  are 
already  well  apprifed  thereof ;  and  whom 
I  have  heard  lament  with  another  of  the 
fame  Profefllon,  e  that  even  among  the 
multitude  of  Remedies,  we  had  almoft 
loft  the  Art  of  curing :  Or  that  notwith¬ 
standing  we  abounded  with  Syftems , 

.1  '  1 
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Traffices,  States  and  Hiflories  of  Phy- 
lick,  for  the  molt  part,  fet  forth  by 
thofe  who  have  been  little  converfant 
therein  5  yet  are  we  in  a  manner  deftitute 
of  the  molt  ufeful,  viz.  the  Hiflories  of 
TDifeafes ,  like  Sydenham's ,  copied  after 
Nature >  or  impartial  Regifters  of  Practice 
laid  down  with  fuch  juft  and  adequate 
Rules,  as  are  necefiary  for  fleering  fafe- 
ly  the  medical  Compafs,  divefted  of  Hy¬ 
pothecs,  Theory ,  or  Speculation . 

We  have  one  Freindy  'tis  true,  among 
a  whole  College  of  Bhyjicians ,  who  has 
taken  much  Pains  this  way  5  and  to 

whom  we  are  therefore  as  much  indebt- 

%  • 

ed  ;  but  what  is  this  among  the  great 
number  of  learned  Men,  who  are  truly 
qualified  farther  to  improve  this  Art  by 
their  Obfervations,  yet  choofe  to  remain 
filent  >  What  the  Bard  has  done  being 
confefledly  rather  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Ladies  in  the  Country,  than  the  Pra&L 
tioner  here  in  Town  :  And  truly  had  the 
venerable  old  Gentleman  faved  himfelf 
the  Pains  of  his  late  Performances,  it 

had 
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had  been  poffibly  more  for  his  Repute 
tion  :  Since  every  one  knows,  whilft  an¬ 
other  turn  was  to  be  fervid,  there  was 
no  Man  ran  farther  upon  the  Pomp  of 
Medicine,  or  made  it  more  a  Myftery 
than  himfelf :  And  that  end  being  an- 
fwered,  to  expofe  the  fame  now  at  laft 
to  the  common  People,  what  is  this  but 

like  another  C - -r,  or  — cy f9 

to  fet  up  a  Phyfician  in  every  Family, 
or  to  make  every  one  his  own  >  bf 
which  more  People  have  been  ruined 
and  undone,  through  Miftake  in  the 
cafe,  an  ill  timed  Adminiftration  of  a 
good  Medicine,  or  fome  other  Over-fight, 
than  would  by  all  their  Difeafcs,  had 
they  been  left  only  to  Nature. 

But  to  inftanee  now  in  fome  of  thefe 
hypothetical  Writers,  I  will  begin  with 
a  certain  Thyfick  ‘ProfeJJbr* '  well  known 
to  us  both,  who  has  in  a  manner  dif- 
charged  the  laft  Stages  of  the  Blood,  of 
any  thing  inimical  to  our  bodies,  and 
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diverted  the  fame^together  with  the  Juices 
thence  fccreted,  excepting  the  bilious , 
of  any  noxious  qualities,  whilft  the  feat  of 
the  Difeafe,  whether  acute  or  chronical , 
is  placed  in  the  Alimental  cDu£lus,  oz 
the  1 Prim #  Vi<e,  by  which  are  under- 
ftood  the  Stomach  and  Guts  5  whence  o- 
ther  Remedies,  how  potent  fo  ever,  and 
which  have  been  found  ufeful  to  fubju* 
gate  the  fame,  are  hereby  in  a  manner 
cafhier’d  5  and  fuch  only  as  operate  on 
thefe  firft  Pafiages,  that  is  Vomits  and 
‘Purges,  are  entertained :  to  prepare  the 
way  for  this  very  ftngular  Regimen 
you  have  heard  farther  that  Oils  are  to 
be  adminiftred,  with  a  view  offheathing 
the  parts  from  the  depredations  of  thefe 
bilious  Salts ,  as  well  as  fitting  them  for 
expulfion  by  the  clvco  kcItco  Cathqrfis. 

Thus  has  this  learned  Gentleman  and 
gvcztNaturaliJl prevailed  with  many, even 
of  the  Female  Sex,  to  run  this  vomiting , 
clyjlering  and  purging  Gantlet  daily,  or 
each  other  day,  for  fix  weeks  or  two 
months  fucceflively,  to  get  rid  of  a  fup~ 
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pofed  Aq.  Fortis  in  their  Stomachs,  giv¬ 
ing  rife  to  fome  Complaint,  how  diftant 
foever  from  the  fame.  A  Vomit  over 
night,  a  Furge  next  morning,  with  an 
oily  Clyfter  three  or  four  hours  after. 
Next  day  an  oily  'Draughty  or  a  Vomit . 
The  day  following  a  Furge  and  an  oily 
Clyfier  5  and  fo  de  'Vie  in  Viem ,  till 
thefick  Man  grows  tired,  or  being  quite 
fpent,  is  forced  to  give  over. 

And  this  Method  I  have  heard  alfo 
has  been  purfued,  without  regard  to  the 
already  over  relaxed  Fibres  of  the  Ventri¬ 
cle  and  IntefiineSy  the  (limy  Saburra  on 
the  plufhy  Coat  of  the  fame,  or  phlegma¬ 
tic  Infarctions  of  their  Glands ;  much  bet¬ 
ter  removed  by  Vomits  (where  fuch  are 
wanting)  of  another  kind.  The  Idio - 
fyncrafia ,  Naufea ,  Anorexy ,  Vyfpepfy 
or  Apepfy  after  once  empy ting  the  fame 
Paifages,  requiring  a  different  Manage¬ 
ment,  as  by  the  Amaro  -  aromatica  cha - 
lybiata  &  corroborantia :  But  fuch  is  the 
Perfuafion  of  the  Doftor,  be  the  Difeafe 
where-ever,  the  Source  is  here ,  and 
i  accordingly 
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accordingly  down  goes  the  Oyl  y  to 
blunt  the  offending  Salts ,  then  the  Vo¬ 
mit  to  difeharge  them :  But  this  not 
fufficing,  next  day  a  Purge  7  and  up 
muft  go  the  Clyfler ,  to  fetch  off  what 
was  got  too  far  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
preceding  Vomit.  7 

i  » 

It  were  needlefs  to  give  a  Catalogue 
of  Diftcmpers  that  are  thus  to  be  vanquifh- 
ed  according  to  this  Author,  fince  all 
arc  concluded  under  the  fame;  nor 
need  I  re-mind  you  of  a  Perfon  who 
told  us  he  had  taken  feveral  Quarts 
of  OyU  two  Dozen  of  Clyfters3  with  a 
like  number  of  5 Purges,  in  lefs  than  fx 
Weeks  time,  to  get  rid  of  an  ifchiadic 
Diftemper, which  Bill  continuing, was  after 
removed  by  an  Epifpajlic  applied  upon 
the  pained  place,  without  a  Grain  of 
Phyfick  of  any  fort  $  nor  have  I  leifure 
to  acquaint  you  how  vain  and  fruitlefs 
the  fame  Courfe  has  been  to  many 
others  whofe  Stomachs  (fome)  have 
been  thereby  fo  naufeated,  that  neither 
Phyfick  nor  Food,  fora  long  time  after, 

B  could 
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could  be  retained ;  the  very  fight  of  the 
Oyl  having  fet  fome  tender  Stomachs 
upon  retching,  as  that  of  the  Clyjter - 
pipe  has  been  ready  to  do  others,  upon 
the  double  Operation  5  of  which  my 
felf  was  once  a  Witnefs. 

But  it  were  furely  paying  too  great 
regard  to  a  whimfical  Opinion,  to  en¬ 
large  further  thereon?  efpecially  lince 
the  fame  has  been  long  fince  animad¬ 
verted,  in  a  Difcourfe  by  way  of  £  An- 
fwer  to  what  the  Doctor  has  made  pub- 
lick  in  relation  thereunto. 

The  next  I  fhall  obferve  under  the 
fame  Clafs ,  fhall  be  that  of  another  ve¬ 
ry  Angular  Man,  h  who  at  his  firft  fet- 
ting  out  was  refolved  to  be  taken  no¬ 
tice  of,  for  Novelty  like  wife  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  which  was,  that  our  Stomachs 
could  never  abound  with  too  much 
Acid?  and  that  the  contrary  Quality, 
viz.  the  Alkaline ,  was  the  Root  of  Dif- 
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cafes,  as  well  Fevers  as  others :  Hence 
the  Orange  and  Vinegar  Merchants  In- 
terefts  were  to  be  promoted  :  The  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Sulphur ,  and  Vitriol ,  the  Cream> 
Chryjlalsy  and  Vitriolate  Tartar ,  were 
like  Salty  to  feafon  all  Things,  and 
Tickles  the  only  Condiments  to  our 
Foods.  Thefe  were  to  take  off  the 
EfFervefcence  of  the  Blood  in  feverifli 
Ebullitions  thereof,  to  incide  the  vifeous 
Humour,  drain  away  all  tartarous  fcor- 
butick  Salts  by  the  Kidnies,  fortify  the 
Stomach,  promote  Digeftion,  brace  up 
the  relaxed  Tone  of  the  fame  part,  ex¬ 
cite  Hunger  j  in  a  Word,  to  allay  all 
preternatural  Ferments,  arifing  by  means 
of  alkalious  Salts  :  So  that  in  fliort  I 
know  no  Man  to  whom  the  following 
Remark  of  Dr.  Freind  is  more  applicable 
than  to  this  Author,  who  having  cb- 
ferved  the  Mifchief  of  a  hot  Regimen 
in  Fevers,  delivers  himfelf  thus,  on  the 
oppofite  Side :  Eft  &  alia  huic  diverfa 
Infaniay  quam  infaniunt  nonnuUi  quo¬ 
rum,  in  AcidiSy  pofita  eft  omnis  curatio : 

B  2  £ui- 
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Quique  fpem  null  am  nifi  in  Aceto ,  ant 
pomorum  agxeflium  fucco  collocant ,  qtiafi 
quia  Metus  fit  tegrotim  comburere>  ideo 
pr  ot  intis  f rigor  e  enecare  op  or  teat.* 1 

Of  a  contrary  Opinion  to  this,  was 
one  perhaps  of  as  four  a  Temper,  k  how¬ 
ever  a  more  fortunate  Pra&itioner,  the 
wealthy  Alkalinus ,  who  feem’d,  upon  a 
much  more  reafonable  Foundation,  to 
have  taken  up  a  quite  different  Perfua- 
fion,  that  an  Acid  was  the  chief  Enemy 
to  our  Engliflo  Conftitutions,  and  wo¬ 
ven,  as  it  were,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  De¬ 
gree  with  moft  of  ourDifeafes  :  Where¬ 
fore  it  was  rare  to  find  a  Prefcript  of 
this  Gentleman’s  without  one  or  more 
of  the  Teflacea  or  abforbent  Powders, 
to  conflid  with  this  Acidity ,  if  not  in 
the  Blood,  in  the  Juices  of  the  Stomach 
and  Guts. 

That  fuch  an  Humour  does  predo¬ 
minate  in  thefe  Parts,  even  of  Infants 
and  young  Children,  we  need  furely  no 
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other  proof  than  the  curdled  Milk 
thrown  up  in  vomiting,  or  thofe  gripy 
Stools,  as  the  good  Women  call  them, 
fo  frequently  enfuing;  that  an  acid  Ef- 
fcrvefcencc  is  the  caufe  alfo  of  the  con- 
vulfive  Tormina  of  thefe  little  ones,  is 
as  evident,  from  the  fame  yielding  to 
thefe  alkaline  Remedies,  as  to  a  Charm  5 
that  the  like  gives  rife  to  the  Complaint 
at  the  Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  or  upper 
part  of  the  Oefophagtis ,  by  the  Greeks 
named  Kctfticc\yia}  alfo  xa^iaypog,  by  our 
People  the  Heart-burn ,  is  as  manifeft 
from  its  removal  the  fame  way. 

Again,  that  fuch  Acid ,  encountering 
with  other  Juices,  keeps  up  a  Lnblus  in 
the  Blood  of  heblical ,  and  fome  of  the 
Jcorbutick  Patients,  producing  thofe  col¬ 
liquative  Sweats  and  Fluxes  which  of¬ 
ten  attend  them,  is  farther  apparent 
from  fo  many  of  their  Recoveries,  when 
timely  enterprized,  by  means  of  the 
Afss  Milk,  and  the  plentiful  ufe  of  the 
faid  Powders.  Laftly,  that  this  Acid  is 
fo  fatal  to  others,  appears  alfo  from  the 
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four  Eruftations,  curdly  Vomitings,  and 
Gripes  with  Loofenefs,  when  the  Milk 
2) iet ,  upon  this  Occafion,  is  forced  to 
be  laid  aftde,  and  the  Teftacea  conti¬ 
nued ;  altho*  with  fome  other  Vehicle, 
fuch  as  the  temperating  Decoftions  of 
China ,  Sarfa ,  Eryngo ,  or  the  cDecoEhm 
Album . 

No  wonder  then  this  very  fuccefs- 
ful  Phyfician,  having  found  by  Expe¬ 
rience  that  nothing  came  up  to  thefc, 
was  fo  very  fond  of  them,  as  to  make 
them  almoft  the  whole  of  his  Materia 
Medica ;  infomuch  that  one  of  his 
Creatures,  who  had  raifed  an  Eftate  un¬ 
der  him,  has  been  often  heard  to  fay, 
that  AlkalinuSy  to  his  Knowledge,  had 
acquired  above  fifty  Thoufand  Pounds 
by  the  Powders  of  Crabs  Eyes ,  Eearl^ 
Coraly  and  the  Crabs  Claws . 

I  muft  own  to  you,  my  Friend,  that 
taking  this  Gentleman  for  a  Guide  at 
my  firft  fetting  out,  I  had  formerly  free 
accefs  to  his  Filey  and  have  looked  over 
piany  Thoufands  of  his  FornmltCy  where, 

however 
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however  Cafes  might  vary,  the  Tejlacea 
feemed  the  Sheet  Anchor ,  although  di¬ 
rected  in  diverfe  Forms,  both  in  acute 
as  well  as  chronick  Sickneffes.  He  dealt 
much  indeed  in  Mineral  Waters,  fome- 
times  for  Vehicles ,  to  wafh  the  others 
down  :  But  neither  will  I  detain  you  lon¬ 
ger  with  the  Management  of  this  great 
Pra&itioner,  great  indeed,  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  a  vaft  Eftate  he  had  acquir'd  by 
a  fortunate  Practice *  yet  how  far  excel¬ 
ling  others,  in  good  Literature,  good 
Breeding,  or  good  Ufage  of  the  reft  of 
the  Faculty,  or  thofe  related  to  it,  I  (hall 
not  take  upon  me  to  determine  j 
leaving  that  to  others,  who  were  better 
acquainted  with  him. 

Whilft  quitting  him,  the  next  under 
the  fame  Tribe,  I  mean  the  hypotheti¬ 
cal,  I  fhall  obferve,  is  one,  who  I  /ear 
did  moreMifchief  than  any,  if  not  all 
the  other*  I  mean  cPyrophilus  or  Thilo- 
pyrus ,  1  who  had  taken  up  a  Belief  that 

1  Dr.  vid.  Pyretologia’  five  Trail.  Ejua  de 
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there  was  a  kind  of  Venom  or  poifonous 
Ferment,  which  at  thefe  times  had  feifed 
on  the  animal  Spirits,  and  confequently 
that  the  true  and  radical  Cure  of  Fevers, 
confided  in  the  exhibiting  fuch  Antidotes , 
as  were  fit  to  encounter  and  fubduc  the 
fame :  fuch  chiefly  were  the  Theriaeal 
Compactions,  the  Confed.  of  Mithri - 
date,  th cEleffi.  ex  Ova.  the  Rad,  Serpen- 
tar,  Contrayerva ,  and  the  like :  Thefe, 
all  under  the  Name  of  Alexipharmicks , 
were  called  in,  unlefs  the  Difeafe  began 
to  remit,  and  then  the  foie  Antidote 
was  the  Cortex  ;  as  at  once  extinguifh, 
ing  the  Ferment ,  and  overcoming  the 
Difeafe,  if  the  Patient  was  not  deftroy'd 
by  the  fame,  or  the  Remedy. 

You  are  to  underftand,  Sir,  by  the  way, 
that  thefe  venene  ferments ,  thus  impli¬ 
cating  themfelves  with  the  animal  Spi¬ 
rits  (which  our  Author  here  difplays,  de¬ 
fines  their  Nature  and  Properties,  as 
things  felf  evident)  and  conftituting  the 
different  Species  of  Fevers ,  differ  only 
■§mong  themfelves  in  Degrees  thereof. 

Thus 
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Thus  if  the  Venom  which  has  feiz’d  them, 
be  of  a  mild  Nature,  and  they  in  good 
Heart,  or  Condition,  they  may  pottibly 
get  the  mattery  in  twenty  four  Hours, 
altho*,  perhaps,  the  fame  Ferment  may 
mutter  up  frefh  Force  at  certain  ftated 
periods :  Whence  the  Rife  of  Intermit- 
ing  Fevers. 

From  the  next  Degree  thereof,  taking 
hold  of  the  faid  Spirits,  being  now  as 
it  were  broken,  and  more  violently  fmit- 
ten,  fo  that  with  their  utmoft  Force 
and  Endeavours,  they  are  unable  to  con* 
traft  therewith,  or  to  gain  a  Vi&ory  in 
the  Space  of  one  Day,  two  or  three, 
there  is  then  form’d  the  Synochus>  or 
Continual  Fever. 

Again,  from  a  yet  more  intenfe  De¬ 
gree  of  this  poifonous  Ferment ,  the  Spi¬ 
rits  lefs  able  to  expand  themfelves  or  dif- 
ingage  therefrom,  notwithftanding  their 
utmoft  Efforts  and  Labour,  they  now 
grow  inraged  and  tumultuating,  are,  as 
I  may  fay,  hurried  into  a  State  of  Ex- 
plofan ,  blowing  up  the  whole  Fabrick ; 

fome- 
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femetimes  exciting  enormous  Vomitings, 
at  others  carrying  all  before  them  into 
the  Clofe-Stool;  fometimes  breaking 
forth  in  fallies  both  ways  at  once. 
Hence  the  Inflammatory  lever ,  or  the 
Colliquative ,  together  with  the  Rhuema- 
ticy  uqiverfal  or  particular  j  the  Tlurify , 
5P eripneumony ,  Anginat  the  Scarlet , 

MorbillouSy  the  'Diarrhoea ,  Dyfente- 
riay  Cholera  and  Cholic  of  the  Stomach  and 
Guts,  according  to  the  diverfe  Indoles  of 
the  Venom y  thus  affe&ing  the  Spirits,  with 
their  concomitant  Symptoms. 

Laftly,  from  the  higheft  Degree  of 
the  Contagious  MiafmSy  arifeth  the  Ma¬ 
lignant  ,  or  en m%@*,  the  extreme  of  which 
produceth  the  R  efiilential  or  the  Plague 
it  felf  5  when  the  Spirits,  by  means  there¬ 
of  are  knocked  down  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  Eye,  at  the  firft  onfet  s  and  being 
impares  Congreffui  VenenatOy  refign  their 
Arms,  after  they  have  received  feveral 
Marks  of  their  Enemies  Weapons,  as 
the  black  and  blue  Spots ,  Carbuncles ,  &c. 
But  here  you  are  to  note,  that  as  the 

4  Benign 
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Benign  or  Mild  is  fometimes  changed 
into  the  Malignant ,  fo  this  laft  may  tack 
about,  recover  new  ftrength,  and  turn  to 
the  Benign  or  Mild  (the  worft  of  them 
in  the  Beginning  taking  the  appearance 
of  the  febris  continens )  accordingly  as 
the  Spirits  are  prepared  for  battle  5  for  as 
I  have  already  obferv'd,  where  thefe  are 
Jlrong ,  and  the  Venom  mild  in  its  Nature, 
the  o-vvoxw  is  produc'd  5  but  where  that  is 
potent ,  and  thefe  are  weak ,  the  <rvv.o%@», 
which  always  partakes  of  Malignity ,  and 
before  it  can  be  fubdued,  its  fhape.muft 
be  changed  into  that  of  the  c-vvoxw-™ 

From  this  Hypothefis  of  the  Venene 
Ferment  taking  feizure  in  this  Manner 
upon  the  Animal  Spirits ,  our  Author 
deduces  thefe  two  curative  Indications, 
viz,  the  Extinction  of  the  faid  Fermenty 
and  Relief  of  the  Symptoms. 

If  the  Fever  be  of  the  malign  Kind, 
theExpanfion  of  the  Spirits  is  to  be  pro¬ 
moted  by  Alexipharmicks  and  Veficato- 
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ries,  the  former  more  mild,  if  neither 
Convulfion  nor  Coma  are  prefent,  and  of 
the  hotter  Sort,  if  complicated  therewith; 
but  no  Purgative  is  to  be  adminifter'd  till 
the  Poifon  is  entirely  fubdued,  either  by 
the  Bark  or  the  warmer  Antidotes . 

I  have  given  you  here.  Sir,  a  Tranfla- 
tion  in  a  Manner  of  Pyrophilus's  own 
7  Words n,  by  which  you  may  fee  how  this 
learned  Phyfician,  aftef theExample  of  his 
Predeceffor  Dr.  Willis,  is  marihailing  his 
Army  of  Spirits,  leading  them  on  to  en-  7 
counter  the  Enemy,  detaching  feme  one 
way,  whilft  others  are  order'd  a  quite  con¬ 
trary;  fomenting  from  one  quarter,  others 
vanquifh'd  and  put  to  flight,  that  had  been 
call'd  to  a  different  Poft :  So  that  if  this  be 
not  buildingCaftles  in  thcAir,  to  be  attack¬ 
ed  by  Phantoms ,  or  laying  a  Superftru&urc 
that  has  no  Foundation,  nothing  can; 
The  Difference  indeed  is  wide  in  the  Con- 
fequence,  in  that,  one  may  be  demolifh’d 
without  Danger,  but  by  the  other,  we 

*  See  the  Blenchus  aforefaid. 
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are  facrificing  Mens  Lives  to  meer  Hy~ 
pothefis. 

To  the  fame  Degree  of  Inadvertency^ 
not  to  call  it  Madnefs,  did  this  Gentle¬ 
man  carry  his  grand  Antidote ,  the  Bark p 
which  was  thrown  in  upon  every  the 
leaft  Remiflion,  or  before  any  Type  was 
formed  that  might  encourage  the  fame 
to  be  given  with  Safety.  It  muft  be 
own'd  he  had  great  Succefs  in  curing 
Fevers,  about  the  Time  he  compil'd  his 
Trcatife  upon  that  Subjed,  when  the 
Fever,  which  was  then  epidemical ,  had 
a  more  than  common  Difpofition  to  the 
intermittent  Kind.  But  fhould  we  at  all 
Times,  embolden'd  by  his  Example,  fall 
upon  the  fame  Pradice,  how  fatal  it  muft 
often  be,  I  fhall  leave  the  molt  expert 
enc'd  of  the  Faculty  to  determine ;  be¬ 
ing  my  felf  fufficiently  convinc’d  by  di- 
verfe  late  Mifcarriages  of  fome,  through 
its  ill  timed  Adminiftration. 

But  I  fhall  no  longer  detain  you  with 
this  learned  Man's  Hypothefis,  which 
was  level'd  rather  to  burn  than  freze  the 

poor 
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poor  patient  to  Death  3  or  if  he  happen'd 
to  efcape,  it  was  to  be  however  through 
Fire ,  as  our  late  Commentator  upon 
Hippoc*  de  Feb .  has  thus  expreft  it*  0  Nam 
&  Ill£  ipf£,  quas  adducit  Hiftorire ,  pa- 
lam  faciunt ,  plerofque  quorum  cur  am  ha - 
butt  £grotosy  aut  excalefaElos  interiijfe, 
aut  faltem  dg  Sid  vpog  evaflffle . 

And  thus  in  Fevers,  requiring  the  moft 
temperate  or  rather  cooling  Regimen,  as 
thofe  of  the  inflammatory  Kind  5  and  par- 
ticularly  the  confluent  Small  Fox,  the 
Sick  were  fure  to  be  fcorched  up  with 
the  hotteft  Medicines,  under  a  pretext  of 
fortifying  the  Spirits,  againft  a  fuppofed 
Poifon  that  had  taken  hold  of  them  5  but 
enough  is  faid  hereof. 

To  enter  now  upon  the  Definitions  of 
Fevers,  given  us  by  fundry  Writers, 
would  be  a  1  moft  an  endlefs  and  a  ufelefs 
Task  5  as  containing  very  little  Inftruc- 
tion,  I  might  fay  none  in  the  Cure  there- 
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of :  Thus  one  tells  us,  that  a  Fever  is 
nothing  more  than  a  predominancy  of  the 
fulphureo  f aline  P articles  over  the  falino 
fulphureous  j  a  fecond,  that  the  Effence 
thereof  depends  upon  the  inordinate  Ele¬ 
vation  or  Exaltation  of  the  oily  or  fiery 
Particles,  above  the  terrene  and  watery . 

The  Chymifts  make  a  Stir  about  their 
Acid  and  Alkaly,  contending  for  the  Vic¬ 
tory,  together  with  the  Difcord  of  their 
Principles. 

Our  famous  Willis ,  who  was  a  Fautor 
to  fome  of  thefe,  exprefieth  himfelf  upon 
this  Head  in  the  following  Words  p  . 

Veruntamen  ipfa  febris ,  eft  folummodo 
Sanguis  ( cum  liquor e  nervofo  fucco  ah - 
bill  &  fero  adjcitiis )  qui  excandefcentia 
fua ,  fupra  modum  ebulliens  &  per  vafa 
cum  impetu  citatus ,  calorem  prater  na~ 
turalem  in  toto  corpore  dijfundit ,  ac  Fe¬ 
bris  rationem  formalem  inducit . 

And  coming  to  explain  himfelf  farther 
upon  the  fame,  he  goes  on,  attamen  quo 
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paEto  hoc  fiat,  non  nifi  ex  Sanguinis  ejufi 
deni  Natura  intime  perfpeEla,  &  liquoris 
ejus  velut  Anatome ,  Spirit u  ( fcil. )  fid- 
phure,  [ale,  terra ,  &  phlegmate ,  planum 
habeatur . 

Some  others  of  them  have  made  fhor- 
ter  Work,  as  well  in  the  Defining,  as  the 
Cure,  confidently  afferting  that  a  Fever 
is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Archteus  enraged  > 
and  accordingly  boafting  of  their  feveral 
Fanactea’s  or  Sedativa ,  afifure  us,  that 
without  any  regard  to  Evacuation  of  mor¬ 
bid  F  articles  or  peccant  Matter ,  the  fame 
will  allay  the  Tumult*  and  render  all 
tranquil,  throughout  the  animal  Govern¬ 
ment . 

Related  furely  to  this,  is  the  Story  of 
Cardimelech  and  Michrocofimeter ,  fo  for¬ 
mally  told  by  a  late  grave  Writer  ^  in  his 
Hifiory  of  Fhyfick ,  altho’  fit  only  to  be 
inferted  in  a phyfical  Romance  >  but  lea¬ 
ving  this  Jargon  to  the  Tribe  it  belongs, 
and  who  under  the  vail  of  uncouth  Epi- 
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thets,  myfterious,  dark  and  obfcure  Phra- 
fcs,  or  unintelligible  Sounds,  amufe  their 
Readers  with  flrange  Notions  of  theit 
Myflicks  or  profound  F hilofophy ,  as  be¬ 
ing  Nature's  chief  Favourites,  and  let  id- 
to  her  Secrets :  I  fhall  take  no  farther  No¬ 
tice  of  them,  nor  yet  of  the  hypothetical 
Writers  peculiarly  fo  denominated  5  but 
haften  to  thofe  which  are  term’d  Mecha¬ 
nical ,  where  furely  we  may  expeef  fome 
greater  Certainty  and  Satisfaction,  as  well 
as  fafer  Guide  to  Practice,  on  the  account 
of  the  mathematical  Demonftration  here 
promis’d  us. 

But  alas,  dear  Sir,  I  am  afraid  we  are 
now  as  much  bewildred  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  that  the  Certainty  thefe  pre¬ 
tend  to  in  their  Theorems ,  Fropofitions , 
Axioms,  Lemma  s,  Scholia  j>,  Corollaria  s > 
or  whatever  they  pleafe  to  call  them, 
will  afford  us  as  little  help  in  the  Cure 
of  Fevers ,  as  thofe  we  have  now  men¬ 
tion'd. 

They  tell  us  indeed,  that  the  Body  of 
Man,  as  of  other  Animals,  is  only  a  piece 
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of  Mechanifmy  form'd  by  mechanic  Laws ; 
That  as  the  folid  Parts  are  fubje&ed  to 
the  Rules  of  Geometry ,  fo  are  the  Fluids 
to  the  Hydrojiaticks  b  and  that  there  is 
always  an  Equilibrium  maintain’d  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two,  when  the  Machine  is 
in  right  order,  which  is  what  we  call  the 
State  of  Health  :  Sicknefs  being  nothing 
elfe  than  a  Diforder  of  fome  kind,  either 
in  the  Solids  or  the  Fluids ,  by  which  the 
faid  Equilibrium  is  deftroy’d,  or  the  Ba¬ 
lance  turn’d  to  one  fide  or  the  other. 

A  Standard  r  Bearer  who  hath  lately 
furnilh’d  out  a  New  Theory  of  Fhyjick 7 
reconcil’d  to  Sir  Ifaac  Newtons  Fund- 
pies y  is  fo  very  fond,  and  full  of  this  Ba¬ 
lance  of  Nature ,  that  we  have  few  pages 
without  it. 

Firft  of  all,  he  tells  us  that  all  Difea- 
fes,  whether  Acute  or  Chronic ,  £  depend 
*  on  the  Motion  of  the  Veffels  elevated 
£  or  depreft  beyond  the  Standard  of  Na- 
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*  lure :  And  the  fevcral  Degrees  of  them, 

*  to  the  feveral  Degrees  of  Contraction 
c  or  Relaxation  of  inch  Veffels  5  and  the 
‘  Motion  of  the  Fluids  eonfequent  there- 
‘  on;  for  (faith  he)  an  Augmentation  or 

*  Contraction  of  the  Veffels  elevated,  (do 
c  you  mind  me)  above  the  Balance  of 

*  Nature ,  will  encreafe  the  Divifion  of 
€  the  Blood  ;  which  encreafed  Divifion 
c  of  the  Blood,  will  augment  the  Motion, 
c  the  Quantity  and  Heat,  andfo  beget  a 
c  Fever  5  which  is  no  other  than  an  ih- 
c  crealed  Motion  of  the  Blood  from  a 
t  vibration  of  the  Veffels  above  the  Stan- 
c  dard  of  Nature  :  Fot  there  cannot  be 

*  an  inordinate  Elevation  of  the  oily  or 
i  fiery  Parts  of  the  Blood,  as  Sir  R—d7 

*  B - r  fuppofes,  unlefs  the  Solids  are 

*  equally  elevated  above  the  Standard  of 
c  Nature .  In  a  flight  Fever ,  the  Blood 
<  encreafes  but  little  above  the  Balance , 

‘  as  in  the  Fphemera7  which  when  of 
c  more  than  one  day  turns  to  a  Synochus, 

*  which  is  but  the  fame  Fever  farther 
1  augmented  beyond  the  Balance  of  Na - 

C  2  ‘  ture  : 
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c  Hire  ;  this  turns  to  the  putrid  Synochus , 

‘  and  this  to  a  Caufus . 

1  Again,  faith  this  expert  Mechanician > 

£  as  FHfeafes,  fuch  as  Fevers ,  pro- 

*  ceed  from  the  Blood's  thus  encreafing 
£  above  the  Balance  ;  fo  Chronicks  pro- 
e  ceed  from  the  Solids  depreft  beneath 

*  the  Balance  of  Nature / 

Upon  the  firft  of  thefe,  for  the  fake  of 
its  Singularity  and  Perfpicuity,  I  fhall 
prefen t  you  with  a  Thread  of  his  Argu¬ 
ment,  that  you  may  fee  how  Sir  Ifaac 
is  carry  cl  all  the  way  therein/ 

c  From  an  elevated  Contraction,  the 
€  Blood  obtains  a  greater  Force  and  Mo~ 

*  tion  ;  hence  greater  Divifion,  hence  an 
c  encreafe  of  Quantity  and  Fluidity  :  And 
€  thus  from  greater ‘ Divifion ,  Slot  ion  and 
4  Quantity  encreafed,  muft  arife  Heat-, 
s  Thirfiy  with  the  other  concomitant 

*  Symptoms  of  a  Fever ;  for  the  Blood 
€  dividing  falter  than  it  can  be  detach'd 
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‘  through  the  perfpiratory  Emundories  of 
c  the  Skin,  is  the  immediate  Caufe  of 

<  the  Heart’s  preternatural  beating:  Which 
c  preternatural  Divifion  of  the  Blood,  a- 
c  riles  from  the  additional  quantity  of 

<  the  obftruded  perfpirable  Matter,  ad- 
c  ded  to  the  natural  quantity  of  the  Blood : 
c  but  hear  a  little  more. 

c  The  Caufe  of  all  acute,  inflamma- 

<  tory  Fevers,  fuch  as  the  Quincy,  Pleu- 

*  nfh  Crc.  is  from  a  Contradion  of  the 

*  Heart  and  Arteries  elevated  above  the 
c  Balance  of  Nature  :  This  elevated  Con- 
‘  tradion  caufcs  the  Blood  to  take  up 

*  more  room  by  fufing  it  in  the  Arteries,. 
c  which  caufes  a  greater  glut  to  be  de- 
€  termin’d  upon  the  Lungs,  Pleura,  in- 
i  tercoftal  Mufcles,  than  the  Vefiels  of 

*  the  fame  can  difpenfe  with  $  which 
i  therefore  caufes  Stagnation,  turning  to 
‘  an  Inflammation,  which  caufes  all  the 
-  Symptoms  attending  thefe  Dileafcs; 

‘  but  the  Caufe  of  Quincy's  particularly 

1  is  from  the  Blood’s  ftagnating  on  the 

*  Barts  of  the  Larynx  :  And  the  Blood 

C  3  ‘  Ban  nates 
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e  (Magnates  upon  the  Parts  of  the  Larynx , 

1  becaufe  the  Contradion  of  the  carotid 

*  Arteries  is  elevated  above  the  Balance , 

£  which  caufes  the  greater  glut  than  thofe 

*  Parts  can  detach  by  the  fecretory  VeD 
1  Pels,  upon  which  a  Lodgment  is  made, 
f  which  caufes  the  Inflammation ,  Fever , 

<  quick  Tulfey  and  all  the  Symptoms/ 
You  have  heard  the  Story,  I  doubt  not, 
of  the  Butcher  that  kill'd  the  Ox,  that 
gor’d  the  Dog,  that  worry’d  the  Cat,  that 
kill’d  the  Rat,  that  kill’d  the  Moufe,  that 
cat  the  Corn,  that  lay  in  the  Houfe  that 
flack  built.  Having  now  done  with  the 
inflammatory,  you  fhali  have  a  Take  only 
ot  the  fame  Mechanifm ,  in  the  malignant; 
lever . 

‘  In  very  malignant  Fevers ,  fome  Parts 

*  of  the  Blood  are  often  feparated  from 

*  the  Mafs,  when  being  by  the  Force  of 
£  the  Arteries,  driven  beyond  the  fphere 
c  of  Attradion  ( the  Balance  is  laid  afide 
c  for  the  prejent)  they  can  never  after 
‘  joyn  again  therewith,  becaufe  of  the 
i  Blood’s  Repulflon-y  but  affumingto  them- 

c  felves 
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c  felves  an  attractive  Power,  ( for  you 
c  muft  under jland ,  there  is  in  the  Bload 
c  an  electrical  Attraction  as  well  as  Re- 

*  puljion )  they  become  the  center  of  At* 
c  fraction  to  every  Thing  that  comes 

*  within  their  particular  Spheres  :  Where 
c  on  the  Surface  thus  impel’d,  they  form 
‘  petechial  Spots ,  ufually  accompanying 
<  malign  Fevers / 

Our  learned  Mechanician  is  indeed  fo 
modeft,  that  when  defeending  to  the 
Caufe,  i .  e .  the  primary,  of  thefa  kind 
of  Fevers ,  tho*  he  has  difeover’d  that  they 
proceed  from  the  Air 5  yet  how  the  A** 
toms  are  modify’d  that  conftitute  thofe 
Qualities  therein,  which  become  fo  hurt¬ 
ful  to  us,  he  does  frankly  own  the  fame 
to  be  fupra  C apt  Aim. 

There  being  fomewhat  fo  uncommon, 

I  think,  in  this  Gentleman’s  dole  purfuit 
of  an  Argument,  I  (hall,  if  only  for  your 

1 

Entertainment,  deviate  a  little,  to  pre¬ 
lent  you  with  his  Mechanifm  of  Chro- 
flicks. 

€  4  ‘  Now, 
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t  Mow,  faith  he,  we  are  to  confider 
£  the  Cure  of  Difeafes  arifing  from  an- 
£  other  hate  of  the  Solids ,  wherein  the 
£  Blood  forms  Vifciditiesy  and  of  Con* 

£  fequence,  chronic  Difeafes,  and  the  Blood 
£  forms  Vifcidities ,  and  confequently 
£  chronic  Difeafes,  when  its  compound- 
£  ing  Particles  go  into  too  clofe  a  Con- 
£  tad  5  and  they  go  into  too  clofe  a  Con- 
c  tad,  when  they  receive  not  due  Infor- 
c  mation  from  the  Solids ,  when  their 
£  contradile  Powers  are  impair’dand  funk 
£  in  their  Motions  beneath  the  Balance 
£  of  Nature  :  As  to  the  Cure  of  thefe 

*  our  Bufinefs  is,  {do  you  obferve )  to 
£  get  acquainted  with  a  fet  of  Medicines, 

£  that  will  raife  the  impulfe  of  the  Solids , 

*  encreafe  their  natural  Springinefs,  and 
£  reftore  their  Machinal  a ,  upon  which 
e  their  contradile  Powers  depend  5  which 
£  will  enable  them  to  fufe  the  Blood,  dc„ 
£  ftroy  the  Vifcidities ,  and  render  them 

fmall  enough  to  pafs  their  Secretions ! 

Prom  all  this  mechanically  conneded, 

v' 

having  fhewn  us  the  Cure  of  chronical 

Difeafes* 
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Difeafes,  he  gives  us  the  following  of 
acute ,  but  particularly  Fevers . 

'  That  the  Ground  of  all  Fevers  being 
f  in  the  Blood’s  dividing  fafter  than  can 
4  be  detach’d  by  the  feveral  EmunEtories , 

4  from  an  Elevation  of  the  Solids  above 
4  the  Balance  ,*  ( which  we  have  now  again 
c  taken  up)  Bleeding  is  consequently  the 
4  bed  Remedy  to  take  off  the  Tenfton  of 
4  the  Solids ,  and  fubftra&ing  the  Caufe, 

4  by  removing  alfo  Some  part  of  the  ad- 
4  ditional  Load.  Secondly,  To  admini- 
4  fter  Sudorific s  or  Sweating  Remedies  • 

4  but  if  Sweating  cannot  be  procur’d,  you 
4  muft  laftly  pufh  by  Barging,  which  is 
4  to  be  repeated  every  other  Day  ( which 
he  affures  you  is  jufiifiable  by  a  great 
Mans  BraElice  in  a  nervous  Fever , 
where  no  Sweat  could  be  raified ,  till  af¬ 
ter  this  Way  was  try'd  by  Barging) 
4  Obferving  always  to  fpur  on  the  Solids 
4  in  thefe  fluggifh  Cafes,  where  they  are 
*  funk  beneath  the  Balance.  Laftly,  If 
4  there  be  a  great  Heat,  a  dry  Skin,  a 
‘  hard  Pulfe,  black  and  dry  Tongue  to- 

<  wards 
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1  wards  the  height  of  the  Difeafe,  and 
c  no  Sweat  can  be  procur'd  $  you  are  then 

*  to  have  recourfe  to  Purging,  as  the 
<  Afylum ,  and  throw,  it  feenis,  the  ftrefs 

*  of  the  Cure  upon  the  Iffue  of  the  Ope- 
c  ration  of  thefe  Medicines*’ 

I  have  given  you  this  Recital  of  a  new* 
phyfical  Difcovery,  as  a  Specimen  thereof, 
reconcil'd  to  mechanic  ‘Principles y  or  fol- 
ved  by  thofe  of  Sir  L  N~—-n>  as  the 
Author  terms  it,  that  you  may  judge  in 
what  manner  your  Underftanding  is  to 
be  improv’d,  or  your  Judgment  better’d 
in  the  Cure  of  Fevers  :  I  might  have  told 
you  alfo,  how  far  this  wonderful  Man 
has  exceeded  even  Sir  J- — c  himfelf, 
who  never  had  Courage  enough  to  de¬ 
fine  or  meddle  with  the  motor  primus 
of  the  Machine ,  I  mean  the  animal  i Spi¬ 
rits,  contenting  himfelf  with  his  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Attraction  and  Gravitation , 
whilft  our  Adept ,  whether  by  Fire  or 
Water ,  dogmatically,  as  from  the  ‘Del¬ 
phic  Oracle ,  delivers  himfelf  thus* 


1  Both 
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‘  Both  the  Solids  and  Fluids  of  an  ani- 
'  mal  Body  are  endow’d  not  only  with 
c  this  principle  of  Attraction  and  Re- 
1  pulfion,  but  there  is  alfo  in  them  an 
1  electrical  Attraction:  Their  Actions  are 
‘  reciprocal,  but  the  firft  Impulfe  is  from 
*  the  Solids,  whence  Heat  and  Motion 
£  in  the  Blood.’ 

Would  you  know  now  what  it  is  that 
gives  this  Motion  to  the  Solids.  ‘  The 
£  Spirits  give  rife  to  the  Contradion  of 
£  the  Heart ;  the  Heart  gives  Motion  to 
£  thefe  Spirits  :  The  Particles  of  the  Air 
£  ( here  comes  the  Myftery )  and  fine  pun- 
‘  gent  Salts,  forcing  into  the  Lungs,  gives 
£  the  firft  Principle  of  Motion  to  the 
£  animal  Machine-,  for  neither  the  in- 
£  flux  of  animal  Spirits,  much  lefs  the 
£  Ebullition  and  Accention  of  the  Blood, 
£  can  be  the  Caufe  of  the  Heart’s  Mo- 
£  tion  ;  but  rather  the  fame  is  effe&ed  by 
£  the  faid  aerial  pungent  Salts,  pricking 
£  the  fibrous  Subftance  of  this  Bowel, 
£  or  rather  the  Vefiels  leading  thereto  ; 
£  which  is  the  Origine  of  all  Pulfation, 

£  Motion 
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‘  Motion  of  the  Heart,  and  Circulation 
*  of  the  Blood/ 

Thus  Dr.  you  fee  how  the  impetum 
faciens  of  Hippocrates  ,  which  has  lain 
conceal'd  as  to  its  on  for  more  than  two 
thoufand  Years,  I  may  fay  from  the  time 
of  the  Protoplafl ,  and  by  the  greateft 
Men  of  paft  Ages,  as  well  as  the  prcfent, 
was  deem’d  a  ‘ Problem  inexplicable  :  In- 
fomuch  that  our  famous  Lower ,  who  was 
as  well  acquainted  with  the  Penetralia 
Cordis  as  any  Man,  did  acknowledge  that 
it  was  the  foie  Property  of  the  grand 

who  had  form’d  this  Vifcusy 
to  know  the  Reafon  alfo  of  its  Motion  : 
How  this,  1  fay,  is  now  mechanically  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  Dr.  R~—ns  but  how  he 
will  get  over  that  of  the  little  foetus  Ma¬ 
chines ,  whole  Lungs  were  never  flung 
nor  twitch’d  j  nor  yet  the  Veffels  lead¬ 
ing  to  their  Hearts,  by  any  of  thefe  pun¬ 
gent,  fine,  aerial  Salts  >  I  know  not;  and 
therefore  muft  leave  him  to  find  out, 
whilft  I  now  come  to  remark  fome  others, 
more  profeffedly  in  the  mathematical  W zy. 

In 
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In  this  number  among  the  Foreigners, 
we  muft  reckon  Bor  dins  and  Bellini,  alfo 
Gulie Imini,  Baglivi,  Bernoulli ,  Leibmtius, 
Morgagnus ,  Hermannns,  Landfills,  Man- 
get  us,  AJlrucitis,  Mariottus ,  Littrius > 
Hombergius,  Michellottus,  Blancus,  Fan- 
tonus,  with  fome  others  I  could  name  : 
Nor  among  our  own  Countrymen,  muft 
I  forget  the  excellently  learned  Dr.  Mead 
and  Freind,  the  late  Dr.  J.  Keil  and 
Fit  cairn.  Dr.  Cheyne,  Jurin ,  Cockborn , 
with  others. 

I  am  not  unacquainted,  fince  it  grew 
modilh  for  Phyficians  to  draw  "Diagrams 
in  their  Writings,  with  the  dumb  Lan¬ 
guage,  or  the  conjuring  Characters,  as 
they  are  named  by  fome,  we  have  had 
many  Smatterers  this  Way:  but  who¬ 
ever  throughly  weighs  them  with  the  reft 
of  their  Performances,  will  find  they  have 
enter’d  many  of  them  as  it  were  by  Rote, 
pickt  them  out  from  Fropoftions  or  Fro- 
blems  of  fome  of  thefe  ;  and  fet  them 
down  to  amufe  the  lefs  heedful  Reader : 
And  I  purpofely  omit  certain  great  and 
4  wonder- 
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wonderful  Men  this  Way,  fucli  as  that  very 
tranfcendent  Gentleman  Sir  Ifaac  New¬ 
ton,  as  profeffedly  Mathematicians,  not 
Dhyftcians  meerly,  with  whom  our  Bufi- 
nefs  is  at  prefent  :  Nor  can  I  perfuadc 
my  felf,  that  the  Inventions  of  the  former 
were  ever  intended  fo  much  to  benefit 
the  Art  of  Healing,  which  is  not  likely 
to  be  promoted  by  any  Letters  of  the 
Alphabet ,  or  Figures  in  Arithmetic,  placed 
in  what  Manner  foever,  neither  yet  by 
Lines  of  any  fort,  as  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Aftronomy,  Architecture,  Optics y 
Hydraulics ,  Hydro  ft  atics ,  &c. 

No  furely,  thefe  great  Men  in  their 
way,  were  too  well  apprized  that  the 
want  of  Data  at  thefe  Times*  of  which 
all  complain,  would  hinder  any  certain¬ 
ty,  i.  e.  Mathematical,  to  be  obtain’d : 
And  by  fame  means  or  other  render 
their  Calculi  very  precarious. 

For  tho*  the  Solids  of  our  Bodies  be¬ 
ing  form’d  by  their  Maker,  according  to 
the  ftrideft  Laws  of  Geometry ,  may  be, 
in  many  Cafes,  reconcilable  to  thofe 

Rules? 
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Rules,  as  appears  evident  from  one  we 
have  already  named  c  in  an  admirable 
Treatife  of  the  Motion  of  Animals  :  Yet 
are  the  Fluids ,  wherein  moft  acute  Hif 
eafes  (efpecially  that  about  which  we 
are  difeourfing)  affe&ing  us,  are  concern'd, 
fo  widely  differing  from  any  other  with¬ 
out  us,  as  well  as  the  Veflels  containing 
them,  that  the  Problems  founded  upon 
Hydraulics,  or  Hydroftatics ,  either,  will 
never  reach  them  fo  exa&ly,  but  that  we 
fhalUbe  ftill  liable  to  commit  Miftakes, 
and  to  be  led  into  Errors,  fome  of  them 
of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  Life  : 
Nor  will  any  of  thefe,  affure  your  felf, 
at  any  Time,  afford  Help  in  the  Cure  of 
Fevers ,  where  all  your  Indications  moft 
be  taken  from  fome  prefent  Appearance 
unforefeen,  and  which  admits  fcarce  any 
Argument,  which  is  affumed  a  priori. 

Alas !  dear  Dr.  what  avails  it  to  us, 
that  we  are  told.  The  Prejfure  of  an  in- 
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cembent  Fluid  upon  a  Solid ,  is  in  ‘Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Altitude  ?  That  Fluids  run¬ 
ning  from  a  larger  Syphon  into  a  lefsy 
the  Liquids  run  with  the  greater  Velo¬ 
city  in  the  lejfer  Tube  ?  But  if  the  total 
Sum  of  the  Orifice  of  the  lejfer  Tubes 
be  more  numerous  than  the  Area  of  the 
tranfverfe  Sections  of  the  greater ,  then 
the  Fluids  run  flower  in  the  lejfer  Tubes m 
What ,  that  Fluids  cannot  move  on,  un~ 
lefis  the  impelling  Force  conquer  the  Re - 
fiflance,  for  who  knows  not  this !  or  that 
in  ally  there  is  a  Center  of  Gravity  and 
Gravitation?  What ,  that  the  Altitudes  of 
RrojeCliles  are  to  each  other  in  a  dupli¬ 
cate  Ratio  of  their  Velocities  !  What, 
again,  that  Cylinders  are  to  each  other 
in  a  Ratio  compounded  of  their  Bafes  and 
Altitudes  !  that  is,  if  the  Safe  of  one 
Cylinder  be  9?  and  another  6,  and  the 
Altitude  of  one  4,  and  the  other  2 ,  then 
are  they  to  each  other  as  4  x  9=  3  6 
to  6  x  =  ~i2,  Again,  that  attraction 
of  Bodies  is  as  the  Squares  of  their  cDif- 
tances ;  or  that  in  a  Cone,  the  great  eft 

Re  fiflance 
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Refinance  to  Motion  is  at  the  Vertex  : 
That  if  the  Blood  be  fo  vitiated  as  that 
the  Strengths  be  augmented  or  dimini jhed9 
’ tis  the  fame  as  if  the  Blood  offended  ir+ 
its  Quantity  :  That  the  Heat  of  the 
Body  is  in  a  Ratio  compounded  of  the 
Blood ,  its  Celerity  and  its  conflituent 
T  articles :  That  Quantities  are  to  each 
other  as  the  Denfity  of  the  Radii ,  and 
this  Denfity  reciprocally  as  the  Diftance 
of  the  radiating  Tointy  or  as  the  Squares 
of  the  fame  Radii :  That  fecreted  Liquors 
in  our  Bodies  differ  in  Degrees  of  Co - 
hefion ,  Fluidity  and  Quantity:  That 
a  Fluid  of  equal  Velocity  with  another , 
but  of  greater  Gravity ,  gives  a  greater 
IFtus  than  one  with  equal  Velocity  and  lefs 
Gravity :  Laflly ,  {to  inflance  in  no  more ) 
that  in  Cones  the  Refflance  is  leaf  in 
their  Axis. 

What,  I  fay,  avails  it  to  us  in  the  Cafe 
of  Fevers ,  to  be  acquainted  with  fuch  and 
many  more  that  are  prefix'd  to  a  late 
Treatife  of  thefe  Difeafes,  u  with  which  in 

cs  ■  in  n  im  ■■  ■  — —  i  . . .  ■■■I"..-..  « 
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Refpeft  to  the  Cure  of  the  fame,  they 
had  for  the  moil  part,  if  not  all  of  them, 
been  as  well  left  out  ? 

That  they  are  folidly  founded,  I  fhall 
not  queftion,  and  as  little  their  Ufe  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Mechanics ,  particu¬ 
larly,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  in  Hy¬ 
draulic  and  Hydrofiicai  Experiments  5 
but  whoever  confidcrs  the  Blood ,  as  a 
Fluid  compounded  of  divers  Parts,  and 
varying  from  a  hundred  imperceptible 
Occafions  in  its  Texture  $  fometimes  run¬ 
ning  out  into  a  thin  Fluor>  at  others 
tending  rather  to  grumefcency>  together 
with  its  changeable  Impetus  from  the 
Cyftern,  I  mean  the  Heart,  according  to 
the  Difpence  of  the  nervous  Fluid,  now 
more,  then  iefs  interrupted  and  conti¬ 
nued,  Again,  whoever  weighs  rightly 
the  Fabrick  alfo  of  the  Vcffels  through 
which  it  circulates,  their  divers  Elafti- 
city,  Contra&ion  and  Dilatability  in  one 
Body  from  another;  nay,  even  in  one 
and  the  lame  Sedion,  at  fome  times,  of 
the  fame  Veffel,  from  original  Formation 
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or  adventitious  Caufes,  that  are  infcrti- 
table,  at  lead,  during  Life,  which  muft 
influence  the  Motion  thereof:  Whoever, 
I  fay,  will  nicely  obferve  thefe,  which 
fhall  be  prefently  farther  noticed,  may 
foon  perceive  that  no  arithmetical  Pro¬ 
portion,  no  algebraic  Calculation,  no 
geometrical  Menfuration,  no  Axioms  de¬ 
duced  from  the  fpecific  Gravity  of  other 
Fluids ,  their  Moments ,  Degrees  of  At¬ 
traction,  Repuljion ,  nor  the  impelling 
Force  by  which  they  are  thrown  forth 
their  feveral  Pipes,  will  give  us  any  juft 
or  adequate  Idea  of  Fevers ,  much  lefs 
advantage  us  in  their  Cure,  which  you 
will  find,  after  all,  is  to  be  founded  on¬ 
ly  upon  a  diligent  Obfervation,  not  of 
i Squares,  Circles ,  Tangents ,  Angles  of 
Incidence ,  Gravity ,  electrical  Attraction , 
or  the  like  cant  Words ,  (for  they  are  no 
other  when  inferted  in  a  practical  Dif- 
courfe  of  Fevers ,)  but  of  Nature ,  which 
way  moving  to  help  her  felf,  and  Re¬ 
medies  by  Experience  found  out  to  for¬ 
ward  fuch  her  Endeavours,  agreeable  to 

D  2  what 
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what  the  fame  Perfon  has  laid  down  in 
another  Part  of  his  Treatife,  viz.  That 
Thyjicians  muft  at  all  Times  avoid  beg¬ 
ging  the  Qtieftion ,  or  affirming  any  Thing 
contrary  to  known  Experience ,  but  pro¬ 
ceed  with  Reafony  back’d  by  the  fame , 
which  is  the  foie  Trop  they  can  fecurely 
rely  on . 

I  muft  expert  to  be  cenfur’d  by  fome 
of  thefe  worthy  (jentlemen,  as  an  Enemy 
to  thofe  phyfical  and  mathematical  Dift 
quifitionSj  by  which  alone,  they  fay,  our 
Art  can  be  fet  upon  any  folid  Founda¬ 
tion,  and  the  Threnomena  of  Health  or 
Sicknefs  intelligibly  explain’d  ;  but  I  de¬ 
fire  they  will  confider  that  I  am  far  from 
reprehending  any  fuch  Enquiries,  among 
fpecuiative  Perfons  or  otherwife,  fo  far 
as  we  are  thereby  afforded  any  Help  i a 
our  Way  of  healing  the  Sick,  or  furnifti- 
ed  with  fatisfa&ory  and  certain  Accounts 
how  the  Thanomena  of  human  Bodies, 
either  found  or  difeafed,  are  reconcile- 
able  to  mechanic  Laws ,  about  which  I 
have  often  bufied  my  feif,  and  doubt 

not 
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not  but  greater  Light  has  been  given  to 
Phyfick  hereby,  in  this  laft  Age,  as  well 
as  larger  Infight  into  the  Nature  of  fome 
Difeafes,  than  by  all  the  myftical  Learn¬ 
ing  of  the  Antients,  or  the  as  unintelli- 

i 

gible  Explanations  of  the  fame,  attempt¬ 
ed  fince  upon  fome  other  Principles :  And 
I  could  wifh  it  were  pofiible  (altho'  I 
think,  I  muft  own,  that  it  is  not)  with  Dn 
Freind ,  that  fome  able  Hand  would  fet 
this  Matter  in  a  true  Light ,  and  illufi 
trate  the  fame ,  fo  far  as  may  be  from  the 
unalterable  Laws  which  Nature  has  irn~ 
preft  upon  all  Matter  and  Motion  s  w  for 
fince  the  human  Body  (as  he  obferves)  is 
nothing  elfe  but  a  fine  Contexture  of  So¬ 
lids  and  Fluids ,  which  obferve  the  Rules 
of  Mechanifm ,  it  is  amazing  to  find  that 
Men  fhould  think  of  any  other  Principles 
than  the  mechanical ,  to  explain  it  by. 

But  then  furely  it  is  amazing  alfo,  that 
any  Man  fhould  take  upon  him  to  ex- 
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plain  thofe  Appearances  therein,  which 
however  in  thcmfelves  mechanically  pro¬ 
duced,  he  is  never  like  to  be  throughly 
acquainted  with  the  Modus  of  their  Pro¬ 
duction,  efpecially  if  being  out  in  his 
Conjedure,  the  Life  of  his  fellow  Crea¬ 
ture  may  be  in  Danger  :  For  as  our  Coun¬ 
try-Man  Sydenham  has  obferv'd,  *  there 
c  are  two  Sorts  of  Men  (each  in  their 
c  turn  liable  to  do  Mifchief)  who  ob- 
€  ftrud  the  Improvement  of  the  Art  of 

*  Phyfick  :  The  firft,  thofe  who  adding 

*  nothing  to  the  Xncreafe  of  the  Art  they 

*  profefs,  defpife  others  who  do  im- 

*  prove  it,  hiding  their  Defed  and  Sloth 
g  under  the  Pretext  of  Reverence  to  An- 
£  tiquity ,  from  whence  they  will  not  re- 
€  cede  a  Hairs  breadth.  The  fecond,  on 

*  the  contrary,  ading  out  of  Levity  of 
12  Mind,  or  afFeding  the  Title  of  pro - 
c  found  WitSj  troublefomely  intrude 
€  Speculations,  many  of  them  out  of  the 

*  Way,  to  advance  the  Cure  of  Difea- 

*  fes,  not  fo  properly  fhewing  the  Way 
t  to  Pbyficians,  as  making  them  ftray 

from 
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‘  from  it,  by  their  ignes  fat ui.  Nature, 
c  faith  he,  has  beftow’d  fo  much  Wit 
c  upon  thefe  People,  as  enables  them  to 
‘  trifle  learnedly,  but  has  fail'd  them 
<  in  the  prudential  Part,  whereby  they 
‘  fhould  know  that  they  can  underhand 
‘  nothing  any  other  Way  than  by  Ex- 
1  perie7ice>  which  unvails  her  5  for  the  ab¬ 
ject  Condition  of  the  human  Mind, 
being  unable  to  rife  to  an  intuitive 
1  Science,  is  reftraitVd  to  the  narrow 
‘  Bounds  of  Knowledge,  which  it  re- 
c  ceives  from  the  Senfes  3  fo  that  not- 
c  withftanding  a  Man  may  become  pnu 
€  dent,  as  the  human  Lot  will  allow,  yet 
‘  a  Ehilofophery  according  to  the  au- 
c  gull:  Majefty  of  the  Name,  no  mortal 
‘  can  bej  and  therefore  all  the  Phyfi- 
1  dan's  Phiiofophy  confifts  wholly  in 
€  fearching  the  Hiftory  of  ‘Difeafes ,  and 

*  for  Remedies ,  found  only  by  Expert* 

*  ence ,  that  are  able  to  overcome  them  3 

*  obferving  the  Method  which  right  Rea- 

*  fon,  founded  on  the  common  and  na- 
[  turai  Way  of  thinking,  not  the  Com- 

D  4  5  men- 
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g  mentaries  of  Speculation,  didates  to 
*  him. x 

What  tho*  it  be  granted,  as  our  learn¬ 
ed  Commentator  y  has  remark'd,  that  no 
Man  goes  about  to  account  for  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  a  JVatchj  by  the  precarious  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Acid  and  Alkaly ,  or  any  other 
than  the  mechanical ,  by  which  it  is  put 
together .  Is  it  not  alfo  granted  that  no 
Man,  by  the  fame  Principles,  can  right¬ 
ly  difeover  the  feveral  Defects  in  that 
little  Machine,  unlcfs  the  Artificer,  who 
being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  every 
Part  of  the  Movement ,  can  only  fee 
where  fomc  Defeds  thereof  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  lie  conceal'd  from  other  Eyes  > 
So  likewife,  I  fear,  notwithflanding  all 
Improvements  this  Way,  will  it  fomc- 
times  fall  out  with  the  animal  one, 
where  the  Diforder  is  vifible  only  to  an 
all-feeing  Eye,  and  where  lefs  Abilities 


*  Sydenham's  Practice  of  Phyfick. 

T  F»n-— — in  his  Hilt,  of  Phyfick  aforefaich 
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than  the  Makers,  will  be  unable  me- 
chemically  to  ad  juft  the  fame. 

Let  us  then,  good  Sir ,  where  there 
is  Room,  argue  as  much  as  mav  be,  upon 
thefe  Principles  ;  but  let  us  not  pretend 
to  found  curative  Indications,  when  Ob- 
fervation  and  Experience  run  counter,  and 
will  not  juftify  the  fame ;  for  if  our 
mechanic  Theorems ,  how  nicely  foever 
framed,  are  not  confirm’d  by  thefe,  what 
plainer  Demonftration  can  we  have  ( and 
furely  this  is  Mathematical )  that  we 
miftook  the  Cafe,  or  that  we  are  out  in 
fome  part  of  our  Account,  whereby,  as 
an  Overfight  in  the  minuteft  Fradion,  o- 
verthrows  the  whole  Computation,  and 
lays  us  under  a  Neceffity  of  a  frefh  Cal¬ 
culation  )  So  happens  it  here,  but  with 
this  unhappy  Difference,  that  by  the  one 
we  only  lofe  our  Labour,  by  the  other, 
it  may  be  our  Patient's  Life  ;  it  is 
then  furely  your  fafeft  way  (when  fo 
inclin'd )  to  difeourfe  mechanically  of 
the  Difeafe,  and  its  Symptoms,  over  the 
Bottle,  but  to  pradife  by  Obfervation 

at 
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at  the  bedfide  of  the  Sick  :  All  which  I 
contend  for,  being  this,  that  we  carry 
not  any  of  our  Difquifitions  of  this  kind, 
to  Subjeds  unto  which,  through  the  im- 
bccillity  of  our  Intelleds,they  cannot  with 
certainty  be  applied,  at  leaft  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  forward  the  Recovery  of  the 
fick  Perfon, 

I  hope  they  will  confider,  we  are  not 
now  applying  the  Rule  to  Bodies  inani¬ 
mate,  or  putting  fimple  Fluids  into  the 
Balance  :  We  are  not  counting  the  Mo¬ 
ments  of  thefe  under  their  feveral  Pre£ 
fures  or  Impulfes,  but  the  Moments  (and 
furely  momentous  is  the  fame)  of  hu¬ 
mane  Blood :  That  the  Lives  of  our  fel¬ 
low  Citizens,  with  which  we  are  entruf* 
ted,  is  in  the  Scale;  fhall  we  then  put 
thefe  upon  a  very  uncertain  Reckoning 
to  be  made  this  Way,  which  confidering 
the  Difagreement  among  themfelves  about 
fome  phyjtcai  \ Problems ,  is  fcarce  likely 
to  be  obtain'd  at  all  ? 

And  truly.  Sir,  whoever  confiders  the 
Nature  of  Fevers ,  efpeciallyTuch  as  I 

call 
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call  Mali  Moris ,  will  fee  abundant 
Caufe,  if  I  am  not  deceiv’d  my  felf,  to 
think  no  Rationale,  either phyfical  or  me¬ 
chanical,  is  to  be  form’d  thereon  :  And 
that  to  pretend  to  argue  thence  at  fome 
times,  is  but  to  expofe  our  felves  to  the 
Smile  of  the  more  eminent  Artifls ;  for 
undoubtedly  all  we  know,  or  can  un¬ 
derhand  of  thefe,  is  this,  that  there  is 
fomewhat  foreign,  or  preternatural  got 
into  the  Blood ,  whether  extrinfic  ,  as 
coming  from  without,  or  intrinfic,  arifing 
fome  how  within  its  Mafs,  which  being 
hereby  exagitated  and  difturbed,  Nature 
( give  me  leave  to  ufe  the  vulgar  Expref- 
fion)  now  roufeth,  and  endeavours  to 
free  her  felf  thereof :  That  fometimes, 
notwithstanding  all  Affiftance  from  Art, 
fhe  is  forced  to  fuccumb ;  at  others,  of 
her  felf,  even  without  fuch  Aid,  fhe  gets 
the  upper  hand,  and  throws  off  her  E- 
ncmy  ;  but  how  this  is  tranfaded  all  this 
while  in  the  Sinus  of  the  Blood  •,  how 
fhe  fits  or  prepares  this  Matter  to  be 
carry ’d  off,  nor  yet  by  what  Paffages  or 

Outlets, 
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Outlets ,  is  a  prion  to  us  impenetrable* 
and  like  to  be  fo  :  Nor  can  any  help  from 
mathematical  Problems  inftruft  us  how 
file  operates  at  thefe  Times,  or  afford 
Help,  not  founded  upon  Experience ?  to 
fupport  her  under  the  Conflicts  >  for  as 
we  know  not  the  Inftruments  fhe  in¬ 
tends  to  ufe,  nor  the  way  fhe  will  take 
at  all  Times,  to  difeharge  her  felf  of  her 
Burthen  §  fo  neither  will  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Make  or  Texture ,  the  fpecific  Gra¬ 
vity?  Force  of  Attraction?  or  the  like ,  of 
any  Remedy,  either  fimple  or  compound, 
the  better  enable  us  to  form  a  Judgment 
what  it  can  effeft,  before  it  has  been  ad- 
minifterd,  and  found  ferviceable  upon 
Tryal,  to  anfwer  the  Intention. 

I  dare  fay  none  will  alledge,  that  any 
cine  of  thefe  was  ever  given  from  the 
Knowledge  meerly  of  their  component 
Corpufcles,  were  they  to  be  found  out, 
or  their  propriety  hence,  to  anfwer  this 
or  the  other  phyfical  Intention,  whether 
obtain’d  in  the  way  of  chymical  Analyji$> 
or  any  other. 

As 
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As  finding  Opium ,  hereby/ for  Exam¬ 
ple,  fitted  to  relax  and  take  off  the  Ten- 
fion  of  the  Membranes  and  Fibers  of  the 
Brain,  occafioning  the  Inquietude,  with 
attending  Vigil ,  thereby  procuring  Eafe 
and  Reft.  That  Mercury  after  the  like 
Examination  of  its  Parts,  was  found  more 
fit  than  other  Minerals,  or  Drug  what¬ 
ever  to  fufe  the  Humours,  and  colliquate 
the  Juices,  in  fuch  Manner  as  to  force 
them  to  run  off  by  the  Glands  of  the 
Fauces ,  by  which  the  whole  Mafs  might 
be  as  it  were  refin  d  and  depurated  :  That 
Steel  upon  fome  fuchTryal,  wasfirft  ob- 
ferved,  better  qualified  than  others,  to 
invigorate  the  Blood,  break  its  CoheJionsp 
divide  its  Lentor ,  and  by  thefe  Quali¬ 
ties  enabled  to  reftore  a  good  Complexion 
to  Cachectic s  and  Chlorotics ;  or  that  laftly., 
having  in  like  Manner  ferutinifed  the 
Crocus  of  Antimony/twas  found  by  fome 
of  its  component  Particles,  that  being 
therein  fteeped  for  fome  Hours,  it  would 
imbue  the  Wine,  and  that  without  lofs 
of  its  fpecific  Gravity,  with  a  Power  of 
z  inver- 
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inverting  the  pcrijlaitic  Motion  of  the 
Stomach,  and  raife  that  particular  Ope¬ 
ration  therein,  which  we  call  Vomiting* 
That  thefe,  I  fay,  were  therefore  called  in¬ 
to  Ufe,  upon  the  feveral  Accounts  here 
mentioned,  but  fuch  particular  Effeds, 
having  been  found  the  ufual  Confequents 
of  their  feveral  Adminiftrations,  after  re¬ 
peated  Tryals,  they  have  been,  for  thefe 
Reafons,  made  ufe  of  therefore,  when 
there  feemed  to  us  Occafion  for  them. 

From  all  which  I  would  only  infer, 
that  this  fame  Experience,  founded  upon 
a  juft  and  fedulous  Enquiry,  and  Obfer- 
vation  of  what  has,  and  is  farther  likely 
to  enfue,  under  the  lame  appearing  Cir- 
cumftances ,  muft  guide  us  in  ail  fuch 
Cafes,  where  through  the  Nature  thereof, 
we  can  have  no  Tr  Recognita ,  as  I  think  in 
Fevers  we  have  not,  without  regard  to 
Tropofitions  or  Theorems  of  any  Kind  , 
which  ferve  only  to  puzzle  or  perplex, 
and  too  often,  through  Miftake  in  Com¬ 
putation,  fubjed  us  to  fatal  Errors. 

I  could  tell  you  how  1  have  been  fome- 

times 
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times  interrupted  by  Perfons  affeding  this 
way  of  Converfation  in  the  Practice  of 
Phyftck  :  Particularly  one,  whofe  Head 
is  ever  full  of  the  new  Mode,  was  lately 
call’d  in  upon  me  :  My  Patient  labouring 
under  a  7?  eripneumony ,  had  been  blooded 
three  Times  in  fo  many  Days,  a  Blifter 
had  been  apply’d  between  his  Shoulders, 
and  feveral  Pedorals  adminifter’d  ;  but 
the  cDyfpnaa  Bill  continuing,  with  lit- 
tleExpedoration,and  that  a  vifeid  Phlegm, 
hard  to  be  raifed,  the  oily  Medicines 
efFeding  nothing,  I  propofed  now  in  Con- 
fultation,  the  Oxymel  Scyllit.  when  the 
Gentleman  objeded  the  Hazard  hereby 
of  relaxing  the  Uronchi&j  together  with 
their  orbicular  Fibres,  and  hindring  their 
contradile  Power,  which  was  now  want¬ 
ing  to  fqueeze  out  the  vifeid  Humour  ob¬ 
truding  the  fame  :  And  therefore  he  was 
for  volatile  Medicines ,  as  better  fitted  to 
invigorate  the  nervous  Fibres,  to  divide 
the  Lentor,  deftroy  the  Cohefion  of  the 
Blood,  and  give  a  Spring  to  the  Machi- 
nultS  of  the  Lungs. 
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I  gave  little  Heed  to  this  Harangue, 
but  fmird  and  left  him  then  to  act  as  he 
thought  proper ;  but  acquainting  the  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Friends  with  the  great  Danger  he 
was  in,  having  agreed  upon  more  Blijiers7 
I  defird  a  third  Perfon  might  be  fent  for, 
to  meet  us  the  fame  Day  towards  Eve¬ 
ning.  When  by  Appointment,  coming 
together,  and  having  farther  confider’d 
our  Patient’s  Condition,  the  Oxymel  be¬ 
ing  mention’d,  the  fame  Perfon  repeating 
his  Fears  of  relaxing  the  Bronchus , 
the  grave  old  Gentleman  reply ’d,  pray  Sir, 
no  more  fiddle  faddle,  if  youcan  tellus  upon 
your  own  Trial,  of  a  better  Remedy  than 
the  Oxymel  on  this  Occafion,  let  us  have 
it  £  fince  there  is  no  Laxity  in  the  Bowels 
to  forbid  it,  never  fear  the  Bronchi £  being 
relaxed  5  if  we  can  fo  far  relax  the  Phlegm, 
as  to  fit  it  for  Expectoration,  ’tis  all  wehavc 
to  do,  nor  do  I  know  a  better  Remedy  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  tho’  all,  I  fear,  will  be  infufficient  • 
accordingly  the  Mixture  was  preferibed, 
but  fuitable  to  the  Frognoftic,  the  Patient 
dyed  next  Day,  It 
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Not  long  after  I  had  the  Honour  to 
meet  the  fame  Gentleman  in  a  pleuritick 
Cafe  and  here  the  Scene  was  chang’d  : 
I  know  not  how,  nor  what  Axiom  we 
went  upon  ;  but  the  Qxymel  was  now 
propounded  to  me.  The  Patient  had  taken 
freely  o ipeEloral  dpojems,  oily  Dr aught s, 
with  LinEluss  between  whiles  of  the  fame 
Oyls :  He  had  alfo  been  as  largely  blooded 
four  feveral  Times,  the  Pain  (till  continu¬ 
ing  with  great  Severity  as  ever  5  whilft 
I,  who  long  fince  learn’d  from  Syden¬ 
ham  ,  and  had  the  fame  Leffon  con¬ 
firm’d  by  the  judicious  Dr.  fireind7  z  ob¬ 
jected  now  againft  this,  and  told  him,  I 
thought  all  PeCtorals  of  little  fervice  in  this 
Cafe,  however  preferable  to  other  Reme¬ 
dies  the  Difeafe  lying  out  of  their  reach, 
as  to  Expectoration,  unlefs  complicated 
with  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs,  or  fome 
way  communicating  with  the  fame,  as 
in  Cafes  of  adhefion  the  one  to  the  o- 


z  See  his  Chapter  of  a  Pleurify  Comment,  de  Feb. 
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t-her :  I  therefore  offer’d  my  Thoughts, 
fmee  the  Pulfe  flag’d,  and  difeourag’d  more 
Blood  being  drawn  off  by  the  Arm,  to 
fet  on  cupping  Giaffes  on  the  pained  Side, 
with  light  Scarification  :  Giving  now  the 
volatile  Medicines,  fuch  as  the  Spir.  C.  C. 
per  fe,  which  he  had  recommended  in 
the  former  :  He  ask'd,  whether  I  propofed 
the  Cup  by  way  of  "Derivation  or  Re- 
vulfion  ?  I  told  him  by  the  way  of  Expe¬ 
rience ,  whence  I  had  known  much  benefit 
accrue  in  the  like  Cafes  5  or  where  it 
was  hazardous  to  proceed  farther  by  the 
Lancet,  through  the  Patients  weaknefs. 
At  length,  after  fame  little  mathemati¬ 
cal  Bickering,  this  was  comply’d  with  $ 
and  thereby,  together  with  the  Volatiles , 
intermix’d  with  Boles  ex  Sper.  Ceti  cum 
pulv .  e  cheL  Cane .  c.  with  more  Blifter- 
ing  he  contended  for  to  break  the  Le?z - 
tour,  divide  the  Cohejions ,  &c,  we  re¬ 
cover’d  our  Patient  out  of  imminent 
Danger. 

This,  Sir,  only  for  liluftration  of  what 
I  muft  contend  for,  that  a  iteady  and  di- 
2  ;;  ligent 
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ligent  Obfervation  of  Nature ,  conflicting 
with  a  Difeafe,  whofe  Ratio  formalis  we 
are  not  certainly  acquainted  with,  toge¬ 
ther  with  what  upon  a  feries  of  Succefs, 
we  have  found  ferviceable  on  the  like  Oc~ 
cafions,  will  con  dud  us  mod;  fecurely  to 
the  method  of  Cure  :  And  whatever  Li¬ 
berty  thefe  Perfons  take  with  the  Cha¬ 
racters  of  others,  who  talk  not  in  their 
way,  on  the  foot  of  Arithmetic  or  Al¬ 
gebra ,  we  find  that  the  beft  Practitioners 
among  them,  can  throw  away  their  Theo¬ 
rems  upon  entering  the  Chambers  of  the 
Sick,  and  readily  come  into  Meafures 
with  us,  viz.  Obfervation ,  aflifted  with 
Reafon  and  found  Judgment,  of  what 
they  have  found  mod  ufeful,  under  the 
like  Circumftances  of  the  fame  Difeafe  3 
for  I  am  fure  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  find  upon  what  mathematical  Tropo- 
fitions ,  their  common  Prefcriptions,  more 
than  other  Gentlemen’s,  are  founded.  To 
inftance  in  feme  of  thefe  from  Dr.  Tit- 
cairn .  a 

a  Sec  his  Summary  of  the  Elements  of  Phyfick. 

E  z  c  A  Di~ 

'  Wfc  —* 


A  Discourse  Let.  j. 

€  A  Difeafe  is  the  circulatory  Motion 
of  the  Blood,  too  much  increafed  or 
diminiftftd ;  a  Fever  the  Motion  of 
the  fame  increas’d  5  a  Symptom  is  fome-^ 
thing  in  a  living  Body,  contrary  to 
Health  or  the  Aftions  of  a  living  Body, 
or  feme  Part  thereof  impair’d  ;  Life 
is  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood , 
thrown  out  of  the  Heart  through  the 
Arteries,  and  returning  again  by  the 
Veins  j  Health  is  a  healthful  Life,  or 
a  free  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  with¬ 
out  Pain,  which  is  injur’d  by  the  En- 
creafeor  Diminution  of  any  Secretion; 
all  Difcafes  of  the  Fluids  confift  either 
in  a  Change  of  their  Qualities,  or  a 
Change  of  the  Velocity  in  their  Mo¬ 
tions;  the  Qualities  of  Fluids  may  be 
changed,  and  their  Secretions  either 
augmented  or  diminifhed ;  by  the 
Changes  of  Matter  and  Motion,  are 
produced  all  the  Difeafes  of  a  living 
Body,  and  their  Cure  mud  be  by  ad~ 
j  ufting  the  Changes  of  Matter  and  Mo¬ 
tion  ;  thefe  Changes,  whether  for  the 

4  better 
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c  better  or  the  worfe,  are  perform’d  by 
c  mechanickLaws;  the  Cure  of  every  Dif- 
‘  eafe,  whether  of  the  Solids  or  Fluids, 
c  are  to  be  effected  only  by  the  faid  Laws  5 
c  all  the  Secretions  in  a  living  Body,  are 
c  performed  only  by  the  Laws  of  Me- 
(  chanifm,  and  promoted  and  reftor’d  by 
‘  the  fame  Laws.  From  the  Suppref- 
c  fion  of  any  Secretion,  mud  neccflari- 
c  ly  arife  a  Difeafe,-  all  the  Parts  of 
4  Fluids,  are  in  an  Equilibrium  ;  the  Ori- 
€  fices  of  all  the  fecretory  Organs  are 

<  alike  $  all  the  Pores  of  the  Glands 

<  are  circular  5  there  is  no  Difference  but 

<  in  their  greater  or  leffer  Capacities  5  in 
c  two  Places  equally  diftant  from  the 
‘  Heart,  if  thefecerning  Veffels  are  equal 
c  in  Number,  the  Quantity  fecerned  in 
‘  the  firft  Place,  ought  to  be  to  the 
c  Quantity  fecerned  in  the  fecond,  as 

<  the  Orifices  of  the  firft  are  to 
c  thole  of  the  fecond  5  If  the  Orifi- 

<  ces  of  the  Vefiels  are  equal,  the  Quan- 
1  tity  fecern’d  in  the  firft  Place,  ought 

E  3  c  to 
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*  to  be  to  that  in  the  fecond,  as  the 

*  Number  of  the  feccrning  Veffels  in 
£  the  firft  Place,  is  to  the  Number  of  the 
<  feccrning  Veffels  in  the  fecond  5  a  Fluid 

*  whofe  Parts  are  all  of  the  fame  Gra- 

*  vity,  will  equally  pafs  thro'  equal  Ori- 
£  flees,  and  e  contra .  Where  the  Parts  are 
£  not  of  equal  Gravity,  the  heavier  will 
c  defeend  to  the  Center,  and  the  Motion 
£  of  the  flowing  Parts  will  be  encreas'd 

*  or  diminiflfd  in  a  given  Proportion  to 
£  their  Gravity  $  the  heavier  Parts  of  the 
£  Blood  are  thrown  upon  Places  where 
£  there  is  the  lead:  Motion  5  thefe  are 
€  often  lodg'd  upon  the  Joints,  whence 

*  the  Gout  5  upon  the  Gall-Bladder, 

*  whence  the  Gall-Stones  *  upon  the  Re- 

*  nal  Duds,  hence  Gravel  in  the  Kid- 

*  neys:  If  the  Particles  of  the  Blood  have 
c  Inclinations  in  refped  to  fome  cen- 
€  tripetal,  and  to  others  centrifugal,  then 
€  a  Separation  of  its  Parts  will  more 

*  eafily  happen  after  Blood-letting,  when 
4  it  is  left  in  the  Veffels  lefs  crouded, 

Thefe 
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Thefe,  with  an  hundred  others,  as 
little  to  the  Purpofc  of  a  practical  Phyfi- 
cian,  are  fetdown  for  wonderful  Improv- 
ments,  but  contain,  I  think,  very  little 
Inftruction,  or  have  little  more  in  them 
that  is  new,  than  (like  Hobb's  Elements ,) 
the ‘turn  of  Exprefllon  i  the  Produce  of 
the  Gout  and  Stone ,  efpecially  from  the 
heavy  Parts  of  the  Blood,  feems  an  Ex¬ 
planation  fcarce  worthy  the  excellent 
Author,  or  reconcileable  to  mechanic 
Laws;  fince  there  mull:  doubtlefs  concur 
more  than  fimpie  Gravity  therein,  to  the 
forming  thefe  Difeafes,  except  we  could 
prove  thofe  who  have  the  heaviefi  Blood \ 
were  mod:  affli&ed  therewith $  and  that 
thefe  heavy  Parts  tend  naturally  or  me¬ 
chanically  to  the  Joints ,  the  Gall-Blad¬ 
der  and  Kidney s?  which  I  think  will  be 
found  a  Difficulty. 

To  thefe  "Definitions  of  Dr.  Bit cairn 9 
I  fhall  here  annex  a  fhort  Account  of 
fome  Bropofitions  from  the  notable  Bel¬ 
lini ,  relating  only  to  our  fubjeft:  Thefe 
two  being  the  more  remarkable  in  this 

E  4  Way, 
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Way,  whence  you  may  form  the  better 
judgment  what  Advantage  is  to  be  gain’d 
thereby,  as  to  Practice  5  and  whether  their 
Followers  have  much  regard  to  the  fame, 
in  their  Formula  of  medicinal  Prefcrip- 
non. 

*  There  is  no  Fever  without  fome 
<  Fault  in  the  Blood,  nor  can  that  be 
c  faulty  without  fome  Way  affecting  its 
£  Motion,  Quantity  or  Quality,  with 
e  each  of  which  the  Pulfe  muft  be  alfo 
c  fome  Way  vitiated. 

*  Since  then  every  Fever  is  conjoin’d 
£  with  a  faulty  Pulfe,  and  this  with  fome 
c  Fault  in  the  Blood,  it  will  be  nccef- 

*  fary  to  enquire  after  the  feveral  Ways 
£  the  Blood  may  be  diforder’d  5  and  whe- 
«  ther  each  of  thefe  can  affe&the  Pulfe: 

«  For  having  found  that  each,  or  all 

*  thefe  Ways  of  rendring  the  Blood 
6  faulty,  are  neceffarily  conjoin’d  with 
c  fome  Diforder  in  the  Pulfe,  and  the 
c  feveral  Affedions  attending  each  par- 
£  ticular  Fevers  we  need  not  fcruple  to 

*  affirm  that  this  or  the  other  Fever  is 

1  this 
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c  this  or  that  particular  Fault  in  the 
‘  Blood,  arifing  from  this  or  the  other 
1  Caufe :  And  hence  colle&ing  all  the 

*  feveral  Faults  under  one  common  Ge- 
1  nus,  may  we  be  able  in  general  to  de- 
1  fine  what  a  Fever  truly  is. 

‘  From  a  Fault  then  in  the  Blood's  Mo- 
f  tion  the  Pulfe  will  be  faulty,  as  alfo 
‘  from  its  Quantity,  cither  encreas’d  or 
£  diminifh’d.  The  chief  Faults  in  its 
c  Quality  are  two,  viz.  its  Principles 
€  fomehow  vitiated,  or  its  Operations 
c  impeded :  An  Inftance  of  the  one  we 
c  have  when  the  Cohefion  of  its  con- 
‘  ftituent  Parts  is  increafed,  whereby 

*  likewife  the  Pulfe  will  be  diforder’d, 

*  as  from  the  fame  much  leffen’d ;  and 

*  from  this  faulty  Cohefion,  poffibly, 

*  tho’  not  neceffarily,  may  arife  a  Vice 
4  in  the  Pulfe. 

c  The  Caufe  inhibiting  the  nfual  Ope- 
c  rations  of  this  Fluid,  is  extrinfic  to 
(  the  Blood  it  felf,  arifing  from  fome 
c  foreign  or  adventitious  Particles,  and 
i  is  always  attended  with  a  Fault  in  the 

c  Pulfe, 
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£  Pulfe,  from  Admixture  of  the  fame, ; 

£  There  is  therefore  no  Fever  with- 
€  out  feme  Fault  in  the  Blood,  its  Mo- 
c  tion,  Quantity  or  Quality,  fome  one 
c  or  all  of  thefc.  J 

Next  of  his  c Definitions  of  Fevers , 
both  general  and  particular. 

1,  £  Every  Fever  is  either  continual  or 
€  intermitting  $  the  continual  being  either 
c  limply  fo,  or  periodic ,  or  erratic .  The 
1  Intermitting  is  only  periodic r  or  erra- 
£  tic  5  this  being  the  neceffary  Divifion 
€  of  them,  and  containing  the  feveral 
c  Species. 

2,  c  A  true  Ephemera  is  a  fimple  conti- 
f  nual  of  twenty  four  Hours,  finifhing 
c  its  Circuit  fometimes  in  fewer,  fome- 

*  times  more. 

3,  e  The  imputridor  fimple  Spnochus, 

*  call'd  Inflat iv a,  confifts  alfo  of  one 
€  fimple  Fit,  at  the  clofe  whereof  the 

*  Sick  is  no  longer  affli£ted. 

4-  ‘  The  putrid  or  continent ,  differs 
£  only  from  the  former  in  its  greater 
€  Heat,  and  more  intenfe  Affe&ions,  ha- 

!  ving 
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‘  ving  one  round  alfo,  when  the  Patient 
c  grows  well. 

5.  ‘  The  Caufus  or  Ardent ,  that  re- 

<  turns  not  by  Period,  differs  alfo  from 
'l  the  two  preceding,  in  the  fevererBurn- 
1  ing  or  Heat,  with  extreme  Third  ac- 
c  companying. 

6.  c  The  HeEtic  is  a  Fever  with  uni- 
c  form  Heat  and  Pulfe,  except,  that  af- 
c  ter  Meals,  both  of  them  are  enerea- 
‘  fed. 

7.  c  As  to  the  Malign  or  Eejlilent ,  all 
c  thefe  are  either  primary  and  ejfential , 
‘  or  fecondary  and  fymptomatical,  being 
c  for  the  mod  Part  of  the  continual  Kind, 
(  altho’  they  may  both  happen  to  inter- 
c  mit,  efpecially  when  depending  upon 
‘  Caufes  thereunto  difpofing  5  of  which 
‘  Sort  are  the  Thlegmonodes ,  Eryfipela- 

<  todeSy  Typhodes ,  Lentay  Morbillofay 
1  Variolofa, 

8.  c  The  continued  periodical  Quoti- 
diany  is  a  Fault  in  the  Quality  of  the 

*  fame  Fluid  the  Blood,  render’d  lefs 
c  fluxile ?  by  Means  of  a  certain  Lentor 

‘  or 
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c  or  Vifcidity  therein,  which  being  al- 
c  ways  the  fame,  returns  every  Day,  fome 

*  terrene  or  earthy  Parts  flicking  in  the 
4  capillary  Arteries,  whilft  the  thinner 

*  pafs  on,  or  perfpire  5  this  Lentour  is 
4  fupply’d  from  the  Bowels,  or  fome  pan. 
4  ticular  Part  of  the  Body  5  and  conftantly 
4  thus  daily  impafled  in  the  Veflels,  gives 
4  rife  to  this  particular  Intermittent  or 
c  Quotidian  Fever.* 

9.  4  The  continued  periodic  Tertian 
4  is  likewife  a  Fault  in  the  Quality  of 
4  the  Blood,  being  rendred  lefs  Fluxile , 
4  through  the  Means  of  a  certain  Len- 
4  tour, 

1  o.  4  The  continued periodic  Quartan, 
is  alfo  a  Fault  in  the  Quality  of  the  fame 
Fluid,  not  Fluxile ,  but  by  Means  of  a 
certain  Lentour,  &c. 

ix.  4  The  malignant,  in  like  Manner^ 
4  is  from  a  faulty  Quality  owing  to  a  pe- 
4  culiar  Lentour ,  moving  up  and  down 
4  therein,  and  therewith  fermenting,  when 
c  fometimes  one,  at  others,  fome  other 
€  Parts  are  obftrufted. 


12,  4  The 
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12.  c  The  ‘Plague  it  felf  is  a  vitiated 

*  Quality  alfo  in  the  fame  Fluid,  where, 

*  by  a  certain  Lent  our  moving  about,  fer- 
c  menting  and  perfpirablc ,  fome  fubtil 
c  Particles  are  enabled  to  penetrate  the 
<  Bodies  of  others,  and  contaminate  the 

*  Blood  of  thefe  in  like  Manner  as  thofe 
(  they  perfpire  from,  fo  that  many  are 
€  thereby  deftroy’d. 

13.  c  Symptomatic  Fevers  are  of  the 
‘  fame  Origine,  and  Production  of  the 
‘  foregoing  5  each  depending  on  a  vifeid 
‘  or  lentous  Humour  in  the  Blood,  or  as 
1  in  the  Cafe  of  PForms,  from  the  Mo- 
‘  tion  thereof  vitiated  :  That  is,  as  oft 
‘  as  the  Stimulus  thereby  occaftoned,  is 
c  able  to  produce  the  Symptoms  conco- 
c  mitant  to  fuch  Fever  :  Upon  which  Ac- 
1  count  thefe  fecondary  Fevers  are  reck. 
c  on’d  under  the  fame  Genus  with  the 
‘  foregoing,  already  deferibed,  having 
‘  nothing  to  Difference  them,  at  leaft 
c  effentially  therefrom. 

14.  ‘  The  Fever  of  the  Small  Pox  is 
r  a  Fault  alfo  in  the  Quality  of  the  Blood, 

2  ,  which 
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c  which  being  difiolved,  becomes  partly 
€  Lentous ,  and  partly  Liquid ,  whence  a- 
c  rifeth  the  whole  feries  of  AfFe&ions 
€  above  declared  $  and  from  whence  is 
€  conftituted  this  particular  Fever,  going 
c  under  the  Appellation  of  Variolous . 

£  Now  fince  there  is  no  Fever  given, 
€  befides  thefe  already  defcri'bed,  or  if 
«  there  was,  or  could  be  given,  but  what 
4  may  be  reduced  thereto,  we  infer  that 
€  each  of  them  feverally,  is  a  Fault  in 

*  the  Blood,  its  Motion,  Quantity,  or 
c  Quality ;  or  that  a  Fever  it  felf  is  no- 
1  thing  elfe  but  this  very  Fault  ofFend- 
€  ing  one  of  thefe  three  Ways,  or  ac- 
t  cordingly  as  few  or  more  of  them 
1  are  concern'd  therein,  feme,  or  all.* 

Q  E.  2>. 

Laftly  a  Word  or  two  of  his  antece¬ 
dent  Caufes  of  thefe  Fevers. 

*  Whatever  goes  before  every  true  E- 
c  pbemera,  will  lome  way  vitiate  the  Mo- 
6  tion  of  the  Blood  ;  of  which  kind  par- 

*  ticularly  are  Paffions  of  the  Mind,  pre- 

c  ternatural  Difcharges,  too  great  or  vio- 

‘  lent 
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€  lent  Exercife,  Hunger  and  Thirft,  a 
4  hot  Air,  Perfpiration  check’d  by  cold; 

‘  fo  that  this  Fever  is  only  a  Fault  in  the 
<  Motion,  Quantity  or  Quality  of  the 
‘  Blood,  one  or  all,  of  one  Day’s  conti- 
f  nuance,  arifing  from  the  recited  Occa- 
4  Eons,  as  an  Ephemera  of  more  days  than 
f  one  is  the  fame  Fault,  protraded  only 
‘  to  a  longer  Space. 

*  Again,  whatever  precedes  the  fimple 
c  Synochus  or  continent  Fever,  may  vi- 
1  tiate  the  Motion,  Quantity  or  Quality 
c  of  the  Blood,  and  from  fuch  Vice  will 

*  neceffarily  enfue  all  which  is  conjoyn’d 

*  to  either,  or  follows  after;  hence  then 
‘  the  fimple  Synochus  is  a  Fault  in  the 

*  Motion,  Quantity  or  Quality  of  the 
‘  Blood,  either,  or  all,  arifing  from  the 

*  fameCaufes,as thelegitimate  Ephemera , 

*  but  fomewhat  more  powerful,  and  of 
€  longer  Continuance ;  whilft  the  Conti ~ 

*  nent  is  alfo  the  fame  Vice,  but  has  yet 
c  a  more  powerful  Caufe  than  the  fimple 

*  Synochus ,  to  bring  the  fame  into  ad. 

*  Farther,  whatever  goes  before  the 

‘  Cau~ 

u 
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<  Caufus  or  burning  Fever,  vitiates  alfo 
4  the  Motion,  Quantity  or  Quality  of 

*  the  fameFluid  >  and  ail  whatever  is  con- 
c  joyn  a,  or  fucceeds  thereto,  arifeth  from 
£  the  like  Caufcs ;  fo  that  it  is  plain,  that 
c  the  Caufus  having  no  Periods,  may  be 

*  refer’d  to  an  Ephemera  of  more  Days, 
c  and  is  the  mod  intenfe  of  all  the  reft  5 
c  arifing  however  from  the  fame  Caufes> 
c  a&ing  in  a  more  intenfe  Degree, produce- 
fe  able  alfo  by  as  many  Ways  as  the  reft. 

4  To  conclude,  whatever  fo  vitiates 

*  the  Qualities  of  the  Blood,  as  to  kin- 
c  die  a  greater  Heat  and  Drynefs  than  is 

*  natural,  and  derive  the  fame  into  the 
1  Habit  of  the  Body,  will  by  its  continu- 
4  ance  bring  on  a  heEiic  Fever,  which 
4  laid  Fever  has  its  Refidence  in  the  faid 
€  Habit,  and  is  no  other  than  a  preter- 
4  natural  Heat  and  Drynefs  of  the  Blood, 
e  affefting  the  fame,  without  Change  or 
c  Alteration,  having  no  other  Caufe  to 

*  conftitute  its  E  (Fence  than  the  fore- 
‘  going/  b 
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I  have  given  you  this  tedious  Account 
of  * Definitions  and  'Proportions  of  thefe 
two  great  Men  :  The  laft  of  which  has 
been  accounted  as  an  Oracle  by  fonie, 
and  wonderfully  efteem’d,  as  having  re¬ 
duced  Fevers  by  mathematicalProbkms  ^ 
to  a  certain  Rule  :  That  you  might  be 
enabl'd,  if  unacquainted  with  their  Wri¬ 
tings,  to  make  a  Judgment,  what  real 
Advantage,  (as  1  have  obferved  of  the 
foregoing  'Definitions)  is  to  be  gather'd* 
or  which  way  the  Cure  may  be  promoted 
thereby. 

I  muft  own  that  there  are  feverai 
alfo  of  thefe  latter,  which  feem  be¬ 
neath  fo  learned  an  Author  to  have 

/ 

obtruded  upon  us  for  Demonftration  ? 
unlefs  we  could  allow  of  many  Things, 
which  are  gratis  diUta,  for  fuch. 

There  is  indeed  much  Stir  about  a 
Lentour  in  the  Blood,  fometimes  more, 
fometimes  lefs,  and  at  others,  not  at  all 
fluxile ,  in  which  is  placed  its  only  Fault 
in  Quality  ;  but  how  or  which  Way  the 
fame  gives  Rife  to  the  feverai  Species  of 

?  Fevers, 
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Fevers,  or  can  produce  the  diverfe  Fha- 
nomena  of  each,  is  fo  far  from  being  pro- 
ved,  at  lead  in  my  Opinion,  that  it  can¬ 
not  fo  much  as  be  imagin'd  upon  fueh 
Foundation  :  Yet  this,  with  Quantity  and 
Motion  encreafed  or  diminifh'd,  are  the 
Triumvirate ,  it  fhould  feem,  that  prefide 
in  all  Fevers . 

Tis  granted  that  this  Lentour  may  be 
thicker  or  thinner,  moveable  or  fix'd : 
But  why,  in  one,  it  produces  Coma  Somno¬ 
lent  urn  ,  in  an  other  Vigil  3  in  one  Lan¬ 
guor  and  cDeliquium ,  in  an  other  Fury 
and  Orgafm ,  with  encreafed  Strength  5 
in  one  a  conftipated  Belly,  in  another 
violent  Purging  5  in  one  a  white  and  a 
moift  Tongue,  in  another  a  dry,  black 
and  fcabrous  ;  Why,  in  one,  there  is 
thrown  forth  a  Puftulary,  whether  mi¬ 
liary ,  or  variolous  Eruption  $  in  another 
the  Rubeola ,  Fetechia ,  or  the  fimple 
rafhy  Efflorefcence,  either  Morbillous  > 
*  Eryfipelatous  or  Scarlatine  3  How  thefe, 
I  fay,  with  an  hundred  others,  fpecifi- 
cally  diverfe  Appearances,  in  Fevers,1 'are 

recon- 
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reconcileable  to  the  more  or  lefs  Fluxility 
of  a  fimple  Lentour ,  is  hard  to  conceive 
nor  can  I  perfuade  my  felf,  but  that  the 
true  and  real  Caufe  of  mod  of  thefe  Thd- 
nomena,  as  well  as  the  modus  of  Nature, 
in  preparing  and  fitting  the  Matter  of  the 
Difeafc,  to  be  thrown  forth,  will  ever  be 
hidden  from  us.  We  may,  'tis  true,  per¬ 
plex  our  felves,  to  find  out  her  Way  of 
working,  but  how  often  does  fhe  difap- 
point  us,  in  moving  a  dired  contrary 
one,  to  that  which  Art  was  intending 
to  impofc  upon  her?  How  often  does 
fhe  eafe  her  felf  by  Sweats,  which  we 

were  never  able  to  force  out  :  How  oft  bv 

» 

Vomit  or  by  Stools?  How  frequently  by 
Spit,  or  by  fom zAbfcefs  unexpected,  un~ 
forefeen  ?  In  a  Word,  how  common  is 
it  for  her  to  extricate  her  felf,  or  get  dis¬ 
entangled  from  a  Weight,  we  thought 
was  unfurmountable  ;  as  at  other  Times^ 
we  fee  her  forced  to  lye  down,  and  van- 
quififd,  when  we  believ'd  fhe  had  got 
the  Vi&ory,  and  that  the  Danger  Was? 
now  pad. 
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But  left  I  fhould  feem  trifling  alfo 
and  tireforne,  by  profecuting  thefe  Re¬ 
marks  ,  I  muft  only  defire  you,  after  all 
that  I  have  here  quoted,  to  obferve  whe- 
ther  the  Traxis  of  thefe  Gentlemen  is 
taken  from  their  Theorems  y  or  in  what 
it  differs  from  others  >  If  fo,  whether 
their  Succefs  in  curing  Fevers  by  Alge¬ 
bra,  Geometry ,  Arithmetic ,  &:c.  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  plain  Method,  which  was 
taken  by  our  honeft  Sydenham ,  from  Ob- 
fervation  only,  without  Regard  to  thefe  £ 
I  dare  fay,  if  you  look  over  the  Mate¬ 
ria  Medka  of  Dr.  Tit  cairn,  Mafter  Boer - 
haave,  or  any  other  who  have  made  the 
fame  Publick§  you  will  find  none  better 
fuited  to  anfwer  the  medical  Intention, 
than  thefe  of  that  very  heedful  Phyfi- 
cian,  who  had  nothing  more  in  View 
than  how  to  relieve  opprefled  Nature, 
f  in  fuch  way  as  fhe  feemed  of  her  felf  to 
dired,  by  fame  certain,  but  faint  Over¬ 
tures,  and  fuch  means  as  a  fettled  Prac¬ 
tice,  and  multiply ’d  Experience,  had  war¬ 
ranted  for  the  fafeft  :  By  quitting  where- 
3  Of, 
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of,  and  running  upon  phyfico -mechanical 
Problems,  laid  down  in  the  way  above- 
mention'd  ,  I  know  many  dangerous 
Miftakes  are  daily  committed,  by  fuch  as 
have  not  duly  weigh’d  them,  nor  rightly 
underftood  them* 

Thus  one  tells  us,  that  in  every  Fever 
the  Blood  rnuft  be  drawn  off  in  a  large 
Quantity  *  the  following  are  his  own 
Words.  c 

c  The  firft  Thing  incumbent  upon  a 

*  Phyfician  in  Fevers,  is  to  let  out  a  confU 

<  derable  Quantity  of  Blood,  in  order 

<  to  remove  the  Caufe  of  the  fame,  which 
€  is  founded  ( for  you  fee  he  cites  his 
c  Voucher )  on  the  fifth  and  fixth  Propo- 

*  fitionof  Bellini  de  Feb.  in  thefe  Words, 
Vena  in  omni  morbo  eft  fecanda ,  in  quo 
minuenda  quantitas ,  aut  augenda  veloci- 
tas ,  aut  refrigerandum  ,  aut  humeElan- 
dum->  aut  aliquid  adherens  vafis  dimoven- 
dum ,  aut  abripiendum  j  he  might  have 
added  furely,  aut  aliud  aliquid  agendum „ 


*  Sec  Preface  to  the  New  Theory  of  Fevers . 

F  3  *  A  fc 
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*  A  fecond  tells  us,  that  the  Blood  being 
at  thefe  times  too  much  rarify'd,  what- 
ever  takes  off  the  Rarefa&ion,  (and  no¬ 
thing  can  do  this  fo  fpecdily  as  Bleeding ) 
cures  the  Fever  of  what  kind  foever. 

£  But  a  third  fays ,  the  Blood  divides 
too  fall  at  ftich  Times,  by  which  its 
electrical  Attraction  is  weakned;  and 
therefore  Bleeding,  as  deftroying  the 
Medium  between  the  centripetal  and 
the  centrifugal  Parts,  muft  be  dreaded 
above  aii  Things,  as  every  Thing  that 
raifes  or  depreffes  them  above  or  be¬ 
neath  the  Balance . 

A  fourth,  on  the  other  Side,  again 
crys  out,  that  the  Blood  in  every  Fever 
is  apt  to  run  into  Cohejion ,  and  that 
tnele  vifeid  Parts  are  heft  removed  by 
B hlebotomy  or  Verne feCtion  5  after  which 
you  muft  get  acquainted  with  Re¬ 
medies  to  break  the  remaining  Len- 
t°r>  dig  down  the  Obftruftion  of  the 
Glands,  and  drive  forwards  the  Hu¬ 
mours  impacted  in  the  fmaller  Canals, 
this  being  the  true  mechanic  Cure  of 
Fevers/  To 
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To  this  purpofe,  one  of  them  has 
propofed  Steel  Medicines ,  another  Mer¬ 
curial,  as  the  moft  powerful  glandular 
Detergents  5  but  then  wifely  confidering 
the  Heat,  and  Difturbance  given  thereby 
to  the  Blood,  by  which  the  Fever,  at 
lead  during  fome  time,  would  be  en- 
crcafed ,  he  difiuades  the  Experiment  : 
Whilft  another  has  propofed  a  mercurial 
Salivation  in  the  word  kind  of  Fevers;  but 
for  the  like  Reafon,  viz.  left  the  Pa¬ 
tient  fhould  dye  in  the  way  to  his  Cure, 
or  before  the  Salivation  could  be  railed, 

as  wifely  forbids  the  fame. 

So  ftrangely  are  Men  of  ftrong  Judg¬ 
ment  and  clear  Reafoning,  oftentimes 
bewildred,  efpecially  when  their  Heads 
are  turn’d  this  Way,  or  when  they  for- 
fake  Nature f  for  the  fake  of  mechanic 
‘Principles  in  Phyfick,  or  mathematical 
Problems ;  which  however  contain  little 
more  than  an  Hypothefis ,  and  that  often 
of  dangerous  Confequence,  terminating 
in  ufelefs  Theory  or  Speculation  :  And 
Purely,  till  we  come  to  change  this  kind 

F  4  ?f 
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of  ft  tidying  Thyftck,  as  it  is  called,  for  the 
jludy  of  T)ifeafes ,  and  their  natural  Cure* 
we  fhall  ftudy  to  little  Purpofe :  For  the 
more  we  defied  from  Mature  and  her 
Operations,  laying  afide  Ohfervation7  or 
building  upon  Theorems  of  any  kind, 

the  more  likely  fhall  we  be  to  deftroy 

\ 

our  Patients.  Had  you  but  feen  the  Li¬ 
brary  of  Alkdinus ,  you  might  have  known 
Jiis  Opinion,  that  not  many  Books,  but 
much  Bufinefs  rnuft  complete  a  Phyfician  : 
For  truly,  it  was  a  fettled  Maxim  with 
him,  that  the  more  of  thefe  a  young  Phy¬ 
fician  looks  over,  unlefs  he  is  very  care¬ 
ful  in  their  Choice,  the  more  Pick  Peo¬ 
ple  he  will  be  Pure  to  kill  5  and  that  a 
good  Play  or  a  Romance  was  better  than 
any  of  them  :  But  I  can  by  no  Means 
come  up  to  this  very  Lupine  and  indolent 
Man’s  Thoughts  herein  5  for  doubtkfs 
without  feme  Pains  taken  this  way,  or 
confult-ing  thofe  who  have  gone  before 
hs,  a  young  Mans  Judgment  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  well  grounded  :  It  muft  be  un- 
&abk,  nor  can  fee  ever  satisfy  himfelf> 
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or  others,  in  what  he  is  going  about,  or 
what  he  has  to  encounter,  till  he  has 
made  a  fufficient  number  of  Observa¬ 
tions  himfelf,  Nature  fo  often  fhifting 
from  one  Appearance  to  another  :  The 
Difficulty  is  in  your  choice  of  Guides? 
for  *tis  our  great  Misfortune,  that  thofc 
Gentlemen  who  are  able  to  do  mod  this 
way,  are  for  the  1110ft  part  filent  5  and  the 
writing  Task  falls  chiefly  to  the  Thevrifis , 

Who  being  big  with  fome  Hypothesis,  are 
impatient  till  they  are  delivered  thereof, 
or  to  the  mercenary  Scribes,  who  write 
for  their  own  and  their  Bookfellers  Profit, 
rather  than  the  Readers  :  How  elfe  furely 
has  it  fallen  out,  that  for  almoft  a  Cen« 
tury  paft,  France  can  boaft  but  of  one 
River  ins  ,  and  England  but  of  one  Sy¬ 
denham  ?  I  mean  as  Compilers  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  Body  of  Phyfick,  truly  ferviceable 
or  nfeful  to  the  practical  Phyfician  5  by 
no  Means  derogating  at  the  fame  Time 
from  many  others ,  who  have  learnedly 
and  fdlidly  difciVft  fome  particular  Parts 
thereof,  with  which  it  is  convenient  you 

\  i  i  ♦  (  '  ■'  ~ v 
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fhould  be  acquainted.  For  tho*  a  for¬ 
tunate  Genius ,  with  an  uncommon  Sa¬ 
gacity  in  the  medical  cPredi£lion>  with¬ 
out  trouble  of  reading  Books,  procur’d 
to  the  Perfon  we  but  now  mentioned, 
great  Wealth  as  well  as  Reputation  ;  yet 
every  one,  you  know,  is  not  born  to 
fuch  Fortune,  nor  is  it  half  fo  material 
whether  you  die  a  rich  one,  as  an  honeft 
Phyfidan,  or  a  good  Man . 

I  hope  now,  from  what  I  have  here 
alledg’d,  to  take  off  any  Gentleman’s  Re- 
fentment  againft  me,  as  an  Enemy  to 
Learning,  in  which,  how  meanly  foever 
qualify ’d  my  felf,^no  Man  has  a  greater 
V  alue  for  the  fame,  even  for  fuch  mathe¬ 
matical  Enquiries  as  will  enable  us  to 
reafon  rightly,  or  upon  certain  Princi¬ 
ples,  about  fuch  phyfical  Appearances 
in  human  Bodies ,  that  the  Subjeft  of 
our  Enquiry  is  truly  capable  of,  but 
which  this  of  Fevers ,  I  fear  is  not,  nor 
ever  will,  as  to  many  of  the  Fhce- 
nomena  occurring  daily  to  us  in  our  Prac¬ 
tice.  •  •  L 
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I  can  believe  as  much  of  the  Machi¬ 
nery  as  any  of  them  5  that  the  Bodies  of 
all  Animals,  together  with  our  own,  are 
form’d  by  mechanic  Rules ,  fubjed  to 
fuch  Laws ;  and  that  all  the  Diforders 
happening  therein,  as  well  to  the  Solid 
as  the  Fluid  Parts  thereof,  are  to  be  redi~ 
fy’d  thereby,  if  we  knew  how.  And  when 
I  have  feen  one  of  thefe  notable  Me¬ 
chanicians,  make  me  but  a  Fly ,  or  put 
Life  into  any  other  Automaton ,  how 
defpicable  foever ,  I  {hall  own  ,  when 
the  fame  is  fick,  or  which  is  all  one, 
diforder’d  in  any  of  its  Machinal# ,  or 
other  the  hidden,  and  to  me,  impercep¬ 
tible  Springs  thereof,  (whether  the  fame 
has  happen'd  to  the  Solids  contracted  or 
relaxed  above  or  beneath  the  Balance  or 
C/ Equilibrium  appointed  them,  or  by 
Means  of  the  Fluids  running  into  Cohe- 
Jion ,  and  flopping  at  flome  Angle  of  In¬ 
cidence)  that  he  will  prefently  difeover 
the  Defed,  and  redify  it,  with  as  much 
eafe  as  the  Watchmaker  does  thofe  in 
a  Piece  of  his  own  Work  5  but  till  then, 

I  dare 

,  c. 
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I  dare  fay  you  will  pardon  me,  whatever 
they  may  do,  if  I  fufpcnd  my  Thoughts, 
or  deliver  them  in  this  Way,  that  the 
fupreme  Being,  who  prefided  not  only 
in  the  cofmical  Mechawfm,  but  at  the 
forming  all  others  therein,  whether  ani¬ 
mate  or  inanimate,  is  only  able  to  re¬ 
duce  Medicine  in  all  its  Parts*  under 
thefe  Principles :  He  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  P  Timor  dia  or  firft  Seeds  of  Dif- 
eafes,  before  they  come  into  ad  and 
produce  Symptoms,  by  which  only  we 
can  know  them,  and  then  too  often  but 
by  guefs :  He,  I  fay,  that  by  an  all-feeing 
Eye,  and  infinite  Underftanding,  can  at 
once  furvey  the  whole  Machine,  and  view 
how  his  Handmaid  Nature  is  at  work, 
is  the  only  mathematical  Phyjician ,  and 
there  is  no  Part  of  the  Movement,  whe¬ 
ther  relating  to  the  Hydraulic ,  Pneuma¬ 
tic  y  or  any  other  the  arithmetical  or  geo¬ 
metrical  Properties  thereof,  but  he  can 
inftantly  fee  through,  and  no  one  elfe. 

Whether  it  derives  much  Honour  to 
fome,  1  will  not  fay,  whos  thp*  their  Wri- 
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tings  are  full  of  thefe  Terms,  Me  cha¬ 
nt  fm,  mechanic  Laws ,  fettled  and  ejla- 
blijhed  Courfe  of  Nature ,  and  the  like 
Phrafes;  yet,  as  the  honourable  Mr,  Boyle 
d  obferves,  whoever  takes  Notice  of  the 
Mode  of  their  Expreffion,  (at  leaft  many 
of  them)  would  be  induced  to  think* 
that  the  Natura  naturatay  and  not  the 
Naturans ,  took  up  the  chief  Place  in 
their  Thoughts,  or  that  thefe  Laws  were 
eftablifh’d  fomehow  or  other,  without 
a  Lawgiver  to  appoint  or  dired  them ; 
fo  that  there  is  lefs  wonder,  that  to  the 
Difgrace  of  both  Profeffions,  the  tres 
Mathematici  have  been  reckon'd  with 
the  tres  Medici ,  as  to  their  Principles  of 
another  Kind  :  But  this  being  foreign  to 
us  at  this  Time,  however  to  them,  may 
feem  a  Deviation  $  and  yet  I  cannot  leave 
it  without  this  farther  Mark  of  Admi¬ 
ration,  that  ^Phyjicians ,  who  of  all  Peo~ 


d  Enquiry  into  the  vulgarly  received  Notion  of 
Nature. 
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pie  upon  the  Earth,  by  the  anatomical 
Xnfpedion  of  human  Bodies,  where  they 
fee  eachOrgan  fo  ftupendoufly  framed, and 
fo  admirably  fitted  to  their  feveral  Ufes, 
have  the  greatefl:  Keafon  to  be  convinc’d 
of  the  infinite  Wifdom  of  the  great 
Ayipix^ycg,  as  the  Mathematician  from 
his  Knowledge  of  the  exad  Symmetry 
and  geometrical  Proportion  thereof,  to¬ 
gether  with  that  of  the  celeftial  Bodies, 
failing  under  his  Infpedion,  of  his  infi¬ 
nite  Power,  fhould  yet  be  lb  me  of  them 
the  greatefl  Scepticks?  to  call  them  by  no 
harfher  Names:  But  fo  it  happens,  thro" 
the  Force  of  Cuflom,  or  prevalency  of 
Habit,  that  like  other  loofe  principled 
Perfons,  they  overlook  the  Supreme 
Archited,  and  terminate  all  in  what  they 
call  Nature ,  fimple  Nature ,  whilft  the 
other  Gentlemen  are  fo  abforpt  as  it 
were  in  Matter,  that  they  can  have  no 
Idea  of  Incorporeity ,  Immateriality ,  or 
Immortality :  Thefe  being  metaphyjical \ 
and  belonging  to  another  Science,  are 
out  of  their  Creed?  as  not  admitting 

that 
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that  kind  of  Certainty  they  pretend  to  s 
altho*  many  Properties,  even  of  Bodies 
themfelves,  fuch,  particularly,  as  the  com« 
mon  Cement  or  Vinculum ,  which  holds 
their  Parts  together,  is  as  hard  to  be 
come  at,  as  the  Knowledge  of  angelic 
Beings  :  So  that  the  overlooking  thefe 
important  Truths,  cannot  furely  proceed 
fo  much  from  the  want  of  Thought, 
fince  none  think  more  than  Mathema¬ 
ticians,  as  that  of  due  Refledion  5  for 
doubtlefsit  cannot  be  overmuch  Wifdom 
that  has  made  them  thus  mad,  nor  can 
they  be  fo  conceited  as  to  believe  there 
is  no  other  than  their  own  >  tho*  I  know 
it  will  be  hard  to  perfuade  them  that 
theirs,  like  the  reft  of  the  World's,  is 
Foolijhnefs :  But  left  by  fome  of  thefe,  I 
fhould  be  thought  preaching,  which  I  own 
belongs  not  to  my  Province,  a  Mode  of 
Difcourfe  they  are  lefs  accuftomed  to, 
"tis  time,  perhaps,  ut  mantm  de  his ,  ex 
Tabula,  So  that  refuming  our  Subjed, 
I  will  now  endeavour  to  fet  this  Affair 
in  a  better  Light,  and  doubt  not  to 
3  ftiew. 
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fhew,  that  after  much  Harangue  on  the 
Neceflity  and  Ufefulnefs  of  this  Kind 
of  Knowledge,  to  a  pra&ical  Phyfician, 
they  tacitly  give  up  the  Argument  them- 
fclves,  in  ownings  after  much  Ambages 
of  Words,  that  it  mud  be  Experience 
which  can  enable  us  not  only  to  fore- 
tel  the  Iffue  of  the  Difeafe,  but  the  Ef- 
fe£t  alfo  of  the  Remedy  adminifter’d  |  and 
that  where  we  cannot  have  fufficient 
*Data  to  go  upon,  all  Argumentation  of 
this  Kind  is  but  Amufement,  which  we 
fhall  endeavour  to  make  good  from  a 
late  Froemeof  a  teaching  Phylomath .  to 
his  Principles  of  Phyfick ,  c  running 
thus, 

€  Since  the  Animal  Body  is  a  Machine * 
«  and  * Difeafes  nothing  elfe  but  its  parti- 
€  cular  Irregularities,  Defers  and  Difor- 
£  ders,  a  blind  Man  might  as  well  pre- 
g  tend  to  regulate  a  Piece  of  Clock- 


e  See  Morgan's  Introduftio-n  to  his  Philofophic  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Phyfick, 

*  Work 
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*  Work,  or  a  deaf  Man  to  tune  an  Or- 
‘  gan,  as  one  ignorant  of  Mathematics , 
4  and  Mechanics ,  to  cure  Difeafes, without 

.  j.  ■  . 

*  undemanding  the  natural  Organifation, 

*  Structure  andOperations  of  the  Machine, 

*  *  < 

*  which  he  undertakes  to  regulate  :  And 

*  as  there  are  two  Things  necefiary  to 
c  conftitute  a  good  Philofopher,  name- 

*  ly,  a  juft  Acquaintance  with  the  ‘Phano- 
€  mena  of  Nature,  grounded  upon  ac- 
c  curate  Obfervations  and  Experiments, 
c  and  a  competent  Skill  in  Arithmetic „ 
‘  Geometry  and  Algebra ,  to  enable  him 
1  to  reduce  the  Forces  and  Operations 

*  of  Bodies  to  a  Calculus ,  in  order  to 
1  find  out  the  Adequation  and  Propot- 

*  tion  between  the  natural  Caufes  and 
c  their  Effefts,  fo  the  like  mathematical 
c  and  mechanical  Reafoning,  join'd  with 

*  the  Hiftory  of  ‘Difeafes,  their  Symp- 

*  toms  and  Cure,  drawn  from  Expe - 
c  rience ,  are  both  necefiary  in  Phyficians , 
‘  and  one  without  the  other  is  altogc- 
€  ther  infufficient. 

G 
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£  Tis  a  little  furprizing  therefore,  to 

*  hear  feme  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty, 

€  declaim  again  ft  mathematical  and  me- 
g  chanicaf  Theorems,  in  re  Me  die  a  ^  ftnee 

*  this  is  in  effed,  to  maintain  that  Me- 
g  dicine  is  grounded  upon  no  Principle 
4  at  all  5  that  if  Difeafes  are  cur'd,  it 
4  muft  be  by  chance  $  and  that  confe- 
4  quently  there  is  no  Difference  but  that 

*  of  a  ‘Diploma)  between  a  Phyfcian 
4  and  a  £)uack,  {who,  by  the  Way)  is  feU 
c  dom  in  want  of  that)  even from  fome  of 
4  our  own  Univerfities.)  Tis  evident  to  all 
4  Experience,  that  new  Species  of  Dif- 
4  cafes,  or  new  Symptoms,  attending 
4  the  fame  Difeafes,  daily  arife,  and  of- 
4  fer  themfelves  in  the  Pradice  of  every 
4  Phyfician,  in  which  the  Hiftory  of 
4  Difeafes  can  be  of  little  Ufe  ( and  I 
4  am  fure  mathematical  ‘Problems  of 

*  much  left)  and  in  this  Cafe,  where  Ex- 
4  penenee  fails,  as  it  will  in  one  thou- 
4  land  Inftances,  every  one,  how  much 
€  foever  he  may  declaim  againft  Theories , 

recurs  to  his  own,,  inch  as  it  is,  true  or 

{  falfe. 


99 


Let.  i .  Concerning  Fevers. 

*  falfe,  right  or  wrong  ;  and  according- 
‘  ly  attempts  the  Cure,  at  leaft  for 

*  the  Experiment's  Sake,  and  the  Patient 
€  often  pays  dear  {thoy  perhaps  he  may 
come  off  cheaper  than  when  tied  to  a 
‘Proportion ,  a  la  mode  Mathefis)  for 

*  what  the  Dr.  decries,  only  becaufe  he 
c  does  not  underhand  :  So  that  a  mode- 

c  rate  Skill  in  this  Science,  and  a  tole- 

,  $ 

1  rable  Acquaintance  with  the  mechanic 
c  cal  Powersy  begin  to  be  reckon'd  a 
1  neceflary  Qualification  ( if  not  for  a 
f  Teacher )  for  one  who  would  make  a 

*  Figure  [do  you  mind  him )  in  his  Pro- 
(  feffion,  and  'tis  to  be  hop’d,  that  this 
c  in  time,  will  come  to  be  allow’d  the 

*  true  Charatieriflic  of  a  reafonable  Phy- 
‘  fician,  ( i.  e.  4  talking  rather  than  a 

*  practical  one  )  as  diftinguifh'd  from  an 
c  Empiric  y  and  indeed,  fince  it  is  the  Bufi- 
c  nefs  of  the  former  to  affift  Nature  in 
6  her  Operations  under  the  molt  nice 
<  and  difficult  Circumftances,  it  is  im- 
«  poffible  he  fhould  acquit  himfelf  herc- 
c  in  with  Satisfaction  and  Succefs,  or 

G  2  act 
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£  ad  otherwife  than  at  blind  random,  if 
£  he  has  not  the  Skill  of  applying,  as 
*  Occafion  ferves,  mathematical  Quan- 
c  titles  and  Proportions,  to  the  mecha- 
€  nicalTowerSy  upon  which  all  the  Laws 
1  of  the  animal  Oeconomy,  with  the 
€  Effeds  and  Confequents  of  Motion, 

€  in  the  mutual  Adion  and  Re-adion  of 
£  Bodies,  entirely  depend. ' 

Before  I  proceed  farther  with  this  bluf- 
tering  Gentleman,  and  his  bold  Advan¬ 
ces,  give  me  leave  to  make  fome  fhort 
and  modeft  Remarks  upon  what  he  has 
deliver’d. 

We  have  already  own’d  the  Body  of 
Man  to  be  form’d  mechanically ,  or  in 
our  Authors  Words,  to  be  an  Animal 
Machine:  And  we  think  it  neceflary 
that  every  one,  who  fets  about  the  redi- 
fying  its  Diforders,  ought  to  be  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Strudure  thereof, 
which  is  gain'd  only  by  anatomical  Dif- 
fedion,  or  a  juft  Infpedion  of  its  Parts  : 
But  fince  the  niceft  Scrutiny  we  can 
make,  will  difeover  nothing  to  us  of 

the 
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the  Seeds  of  Difeafes,  nor  of  Nature’s 
Procefs  in  encountring  with  the  fame, 
unlefs  from  what  is  paft;  fo  a  diligent 
Obfervation  thereof,  made  by  a  found 
Judgment,  together  with  a  fuitable  Ex¬ 
perience  of  what  has  belt  fucceeded  at 
fuch  Times,  or  under  the  like  Appea¬ 
rance,  we  believe  the  moft  necelfary  to 
a  practical  Phyftcian  5  being  by  the  one, 
enabled  to  form  Diagnoftic  Signs,  by  the 
other  the  Prognoftic,  as  well  as  Cure : 
But  for  any  Man  to  tell  us,  that  unlefs 
we  can  apply  mathematicalQuantities  and 
‘Proportions,  to  mechanic  Powers,  and 
reduce  the  Forces  and  Operations  of 
Bodies  to  an  exad  Calculus ,  in  order  to 
find  out  the  Adequation  and  Proportion 
between  natural  Caufes  and  their  Ef- 
fe&s  (which  is  the  foie  Privilege  of  him 
that  made  them)  we  cannot  acquit  our 
felves  with  Succefs,  but  mult  ad  at  ran¬ 
dom,  is  both  difingenious  and  difingenu- 
ous. 

Tis  true,  he  owns,  that  to  thefe  mail 
be  added  the  Hiftory  of  ‘Difeafes ,  their 

G  3  Symp- 
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Symptoms  and  Cure,  drawn  frojn  Ex¬ 
perience,  not  from  Arithmetic 7  Geome¬ 
try  or  Algebra ,  which  we  deqy  to  be 
thofe  neccffary  Qualifications  he  pre- 
tends  to,  as  to  the  Cure  of  all  Difeafes. 

If  to  this,  it  fhould  beanfwer'd,  what 
Principles  muft  we  go  upon,  or  hovy 
muft  wc  diftinguifh  a  Thyjician  from  a 
meer  Empiric  ?  I  reply,  we  have  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Reafon,  which  when  confirm'd 
by  Obfervation  and  Experience,  are  all  we 
can  pretend  to,  or  ever  fhall  obtain,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  Cure  of  Fevers  \ ;  all  others 
we  muft  renounce,  and  fq  mpft  h^,  upt- 
withftanding  his  Attainment^  in  thefe 
Sciences :  But  if  he  thinks  to  acquit  him- 
lelf  with  the  greater  Reputation,  he  may, 
(if  he  can)  perfuade  the  Sick  that  he  was 
recover’d,  by  adjufting  mathematical 
.Quantities  to  mechanic  Fozvers  $  or,  as 
a  Perfon  I  could  name  to  you,  who  firft 
weighing  the  Poifon  of  the  Difeafe,  in 
a  balance  turning  with  the  thoufandth 
Part  of  a  grain  Weight,  and  fquar’d  his 
Purge  by  the  Strength  of  his  Patient's 

Con- 
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Conftitution, never  fails  (if  youcanbclieve) 
to  carry  off  the  fame,  with  the  greateft 
Pleafure,  and  all  imagina  ble  Safety,  whilft 
he  that  knows  not  how  to  adjuft  the  An¬ 
tidote  in  this  Manner,  to  the  Venom  of 
the  Difeafe,  he  would  have  you  imagine, 
knows  not  how  rightly  to  help  you. 
And  it  is  by  this  Principle  of  right  Rea- 
foning  from  Obfervation  and  Experience , 
back’d  with  a  true  Knowledge  of  the 
Stru&ure  of  the  Parts,  not  from  any 
arithmetical  Calculi^  of  which  the  Phce- 
nomena  in  Fevers  are  entirely  incapable, 
that  we  diftinguifh  a  Phyfician  from  a 
Quack>  who  being  ignorant  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  and  Seat  of  the  Difeafe,  prefcribes 
his  Medicine,  as  our  Author  fays,  at 
random. 

But  tracing  this  Phylomath  a  little 
farther, f  we  fhall  prefently  fee,  if  he 
comes  not  to  an  Acknowledgment,  that 
ours  are  the  foundeft  Principles ,  after 


[  Idem  Ibidem, 
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all  this  babble  of  Quantities  and  Numbers  $ 
at  leaf!:  the  fafeft  in  which  we  can  confide. 

*  Tis  plain,  faith  he,  that  the  Names 

*  of  Difeafes,  under  their  common  Ac- 

*  ceptation,  are  affixf,  not  to  their  real 
c  internal  Conftitution,  or  morbific  State 
c  it  felf,  but  to  the  complication  of  Sy  mp- 
c  toms,  or  outward  fenfible  Appearances  : 

*  which  complication  of  Symptoms  joyn’d 
‘  together  under  a  common  Name,  con- 
€  ftitutes  the  complex  Idea  or  nominal 
‘  Eflence  of  this,  or  the  other  particular 

*  Sort  or  Species  of  Difeafes, 

‘  Thus  when  the  biliary  Dufts  or  Pipes? 

€  which  convey  the  Bile  from  the  Liver 

i,  , 

1  to  the  Intejlines  are  obftrufted,  the  con- 

*  fequent  Symptoms,  fuch  as  the  Teh 
‘  lownefs ,  the  hard  white  Stools ,  the  Cof- 
1  tivenefs,  the  thick  turbid  Urine,  with 

4  ■  /  '  )  <  ' 

*  the  other  Symptoms  ufually  attending 

e  the  Difeafe,  being  joyned  together,  un- 

. 

c  der  a  common  Name  and  complex  Idea, 
‘  is  called  the  Jaundice  ;  which  Difeafe 
‘  would  pafs  under  the  fame  Name,  and 
admit  of  the  fame  Cure,  tho’  the  Caufe 

‘  of 
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€  of  it,  or  the  Obftrudion  of  the  biliary 
4  Pipes,  fhould  be  ablolutely  unknown, 

<  or  never  once  thought  of :  but  then 
1  'tis  plain  in  this  Cafe,  that  the  Obftruc- 

*  tion  of  the  Bile  is  ftridly  and  properly 
c  the  Difeafe  5  and  the  complication  of 

*  Symptoms  to  which  the  Name  is  af. 

‘  fixed  in  common  Acceptation,  are  only 
£  the  EfFeds  and  Confequents  of  it.  And 
€  after  the  fame  Manner,  any  original 
c  proper  Difeafe  ,  as  it  refpeds  the  in- 
1  ternal  State  and  Difpofition  of  the  Or- 
4  gans  and  Fluids,  may  be  confider’d  as 
€  the  Caufe  of  the  confequent  Symp- 

*  toms :  And  this  Method  of  reafoning 
1  from  the  EfFeds  to  the  Caufe,  that  is 
c  from  the  Symptoms  given  to  find  out 
€  the  internal  real  and  proper  Difeafe,  is 
c  of  fuch  Coniequence,  that  a  Phyfician 

<  can  make  no  rational  Judgment  with- 

<  out  it.  Tis  this  Capacity  and  Skill  of 
c  Reafoning  from  the  Symptom  to  the 
€  internal  Original  and  proper  Difeafe, 

‘  that  diftinguifhes  a  Bhyfician  from  a 

*  Quack  or  ignorant  Pretender  5  and  that 

c  renders 
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*  renders  his  Judgment  preferable  to  thar 
c  of  a  Nurfe,  a  Midwife  or  a  Country 

*  Farmer ,  who  might  chance  by  Recipes 
€  to  cure  a  Jaundice ,  or  any  other  Di£ 

*  cafe,  without  knowing  what  it  is,  or 

*  from  whence  its  Symptoms  arife. 

1  I  have  inftanced  here  in  a  Jaundice, 
4  being  a  popular  Difeafe,  and  commonly 
4  known  s  but  what  has  been  faid,  may 
£  be  equally  apply ’d  to  a  Fever,  a  Dropfy, 
6  or  any  other  Difeafe.  Tis  therefore  a 
1  right  Knowledge  of  the  animal  Machine, 
1  and  a  juft  realbning  thereupon  from 

*  Effcds  to  their  Caufes,  from  the  out- 
<  ward  fenfible  Appearances  to  their  im 
€  ternai  and  more  remote  Originals , 
c  Sources  or  Fountains,  that  can  alone 

*  qualify  a  Phyfician  to  make  fuch  Judg- 
c  ment  of  Difeafes,  as  muft  fecure  his 
£  Succefs,  and  juftify  his  Pradice.’ 

But,  pray  Sir,  after  all  the  Elocution, 
or  Fencing  with  fine  Words,  What  is 
this  to  the  adjufting  mathematic  Qtian- 
tities  to  mechanic  Rowers?  Or  what 
that  he  afferts  herein,  which  we  deny !  I 

have 
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have  already  told  you,  that  a  Phyfician. 
is  throughly  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the 
Structure  of  the  Body,  as  well  in  tlie 
State  of  Sicknefs,  as  of  Health ;  that  he 
is  to  be  fedulous  in  obferving  how  the 
Parts  are  alter’d  by  fuch  Sicknefs ;  what 
Symptoms  attend  upon  fuch  and  fueh 
Difeafes,  as  well  as  fuch  particular  Parts 
difeafed,  with  their  ufual  Cpnfequences  $ 
by  which,  when  the  like  fhall  again  hap¬ 
pen,  he  may  he  prepar’d  as  well  from  *Dia~ 
gnoftic  Signs  as  cPrognofticy  to  pronounce 
>vhat  the  Difeafe  is,  and  how  like  to  deter¬ 
mine.  Laftly,  I  have  told  you,  that  from 
Experience  of  the  Succefs  enfuing  this 
or  the  other  Method,  under  the  like  Ap¬ 
pearances,  he  is  farther  enabled  tp  pro- 
fecut?  the  Cure. 

Toinftance  inthefameDiftemper, hpr$ 
given  as  a  Specimen,  by  our  Author,  the 
Jaundice ,  and  that  in  our  own  Way  :  Is 
it  npt  by  anatomical  Difiection,  and  In- 
fpe&ian  of  Eodies  deceas’d  by  Means  of 
this  Diftemper,  that  we  difeover  the  Li¬ 
ver  oftentimes  Schirrous}  efpecially  when 

the 
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the  fame  was  confirm'd,  by  which  the  bi¬ 
lious  juice,  not  being  fecerned  from  its 
glandules,  regurgitates  into  the  Blood,  and 
in  its  Circuit  tinges  the  whole  Surface 
of  the  Body,  more  remarkably  confpi- 
cuous  on  the  Tunica  adnata  or  white  of 
the  Eye  ;  or  being  feparated,  yet  ftopt 
by  fome  chryftalifed  Salts  in  its  excre¬ 
tory  Duds  5  particularly  that  which  emp¬ 
ties  it  felf  into  the  ‘Duodenum,  by  which 
the  fame  Effect  is  brought  about,  with 
excruciating  Pains  attending  the  faidOb- 
ftrudion  !  Do  we  not  hence  obferve,  that 
the  intejlmal  Faces ,  no  longer  tingd 
thereby,  contrary  to  their  ufual  Colour, 
appear  Chilous ,  or  of  a  whitifh  Afped  > 
whilft  the  Urine  of  thefe  People,  now 
faturated  beyond  Meafure  with  the  bi¬ 
lious  Salts,  becomes  Lixivial,  loaden  of¬ 
ten  with  Contents  of  the  fame  Com¬ 
plexion  }  Do  we  not  farther  obferve  the 
Sick  thus  labouring,  to  complain  of 
Faintnefs ,  Choleric  Vomitings ,  Lijllef- 
nefs  to  A  El  ion,  Itching  all  about  his  Body  ? 
And  laftiy,  do  we  not  daily  fee  the  fame 

com- 
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complicate  with  a  Dropfy,  when  by  Rea- 
Ton  of  rotten  Vifcera ,  difcover’d  alfo  by 
Diffe&ion,  the  Cafe  is  fatal  >  All  this  I 
fay,  we  have  from  Obfervation  of  mor¬ 
bid  Bodies,  which  afford  us  Signs  both 
cDiagnoflick  and  Trognojlick  of  the  Dif- 
eafe  in  general.  And  is  it  not  now  from 
Experience  only,  that  we  have  found  fome 
particular  Remedies,  whether  Simple  or 
Compound,  moft  prevalent  in  removing 
thefe  Obftru&ions,  in  order  to  the  Cure, 
when  the  Diftemper  is  not  too  many  for 
us  :  Such  I  mean  as  the  Rad.  Rhei .  C//r- 
cum<e.  Rub .  Tin£t.  Chelydon ,  the  Cort . 
Berber ,  the  FoL  Centaur .  Hyper.  Croci? 
Is  it  not  from  the  fame  Experience ,  that 
we  obferve  Acids  alfo,  at  fome  times  very 
prevalent  in  bridling  the  exorbitant  Bile. 
Like  wife  Lixivials>  particularly  the  Sapo~ 
Cafiil.  Jive  venet.  than  which  there  is 
certainly  no  better  Remedy  :  Not  for¬ 
getting  Chalybiats  in  pur  is  Naturalibus , 
or  the  mineral  Waters  therewith  impreg¬ 
nated  :  the  ExpreJJion  of  the  Millepedsy 
with  fundry  others  3  and  is  not  this  Know- 

3  ledge 
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Jedge  furcly,  thefe  Obfet  vat  ions,  and  thefe 
Experiments  >  fofficienc  to  diftinguifh  a 
rational  Thyficidn  from  a  Qudck,  Mid - 
Wife,  or  a  Country  Farmer ,  unlefs  the 
Knowledge  of  Windmills ,  Water-works \ 
Gageing,  Meafuring ,  Numbers,  Attrac¬ 
tion^  Repulfion,  fpecific  Gravity,  and  what 
not,  fflufffe  added  to  the  fame  ?  Or  does 
this  Gentleinan  believe,  that  without  thefe 
Obfervations  and  Experiments,  he  can 
cure  a  Jamdice  better  by  the  help  of  his 
Arithmetic ,  his  Algebra  or  geometrical 
\ Diagrams  ?  Much  lefs  I  am  fare  will  he 
be  able  to  do  this  in  Fevers,  where  Ob 
fervation  only,  and  Experience  can  affift 
us; no  Diflcdion  here,  nor  Mechanifm, 

I  fear  (  whatever  he  pretends  to  )  will  a- 
vail,  where  all  is  t  r  an  faded  by  impercep¬ 
tible  Caufcs,  nor  can  we  come  at  the 
Knowledge  of  Effects,  till  they  are  pro¬ 
duced  or  brought  into  Ad  :  How  then 
is  NatUfex.6  be  a  flirted,  having  no  Prat- 
cognita,  but  from  Experience  and  a  di~ 
ligent  Attendance  upon  her  Motions? 


But 
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But  why  fhould  I  ufe  farther  Argu¬ 
ments,  when  you  may  fee  from  what 
immediately  follows  the  foregoing  Flou- 
rifh,  he  is  forced  to  give  up  all,  and  to 
come  into  our  Meafures.  For  s 

4  Such  (faith  he)  is  the  inimitable  Con- 
4  trivance  difeover’d  in  the  Structure  and 
<  Conftitution  of  an  animal  Machine , 

*•  that  more  Fevers  are  prevented  and 
6  reftrain'd  by  the  Cure  and  Providence 

*  of  Nature ,  than  are  ever  cured  by  Fky- 
4  ficians :  And  fince  fhe  is  the  original 

*  Standard  and  Archetype  of  Art ,  there 
4  is  no  need  of  any  Thing  elfe  for  the 
€  Information  and  Inftruftion  of  a  good 
4  Fhyfician ,  how  to  proceed  in  thefe 
4  Cafes,  but  only  to  obferve  the  Mea- 

*  fures  of  Nature :  How  fhe  obtains  her 
6  End*  when  (he  is  not  fomehow  or  o- 
c  ther  prevented,  hinder'd  and  obftru£ted 
4  in  her  Work. 

4  Again,  tho*  it  is  plain,  that  Fevers 


s  Ibid.  p«  214. 
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€  may  arife  as  well  from  Repletion ,  which 
4  is  the  Caufe  of  the  greater  Part,  as  Ina- 
1  nition ,  yet  are  they  very  much  miftaken 
4  who  think  the  Cure  confifts  therefore 
€  chiefly  in  ‘Depletion  or  Evacuation  • 

4  Or  who  fet  about  this  Work  at  any 

*  time,  without  regard  to  Nature’s  Con* 
1  dud  :  And  indeed  it  is  a  Thing  of  the 
4  greateft  Confequence,  carefully  to  ob~ 

4  fcrve  and  trace  the  feverai  Steps  and 
4  Gradations  of  Nature ,  under  any  par- 

*  ticular  fort  of  Fever ,  in  thofe  who 

*  recover,  without  Afliftance  from  Art  5 
4  and  this  I  fhall  venture  to  fay,  that  no 
4  Phyfician  can  ftand  upon  good  Ground, 
4  as  to  the  Method  he  is  to  take,  or  the 
c  Succours  he  is  to  afford  in  the  cure 
4  of  any  Fever,  till  he  has  diligently  ob- 
4  ferv’d  and  inform’d  himfelf,  how  Na- 
4  ture  cures  the  fame  Fever,  when  fhe 
4  does  the  Work  of  her  felf. 

4  Farther,  the  word  Caufe ,  as  apply’d  to 
€  DifeafeSy  is  fometimes  taken  for  the 
4  antecedent  Occafions,  by  which  they 
€  are  brought  on,  fuch  as  an  overheatings 

4  taking 
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c  taking  Cold ,  had  Air,  T)iet ,  immoderate 
£  Evacuations ,  violent  RaJJions , 
c  Excefs  in  the  Non-naturals ,*  all  which 
£  may  help  a  Phyfician  to  form  a  right 
£  Judgment,  concerning  the  original  mor- 
£  bid  Conftitution,  or  the  Difeaie  it  felf$ 
£  but  as  the  fame  antecedent  occafional 
£  Caufes,  produce  different  Effects  at  dif- 
c  ferent  Times,  and  in  different  Confti- 
£  tutions ;  fo  Tis  the  Symptoms  alone,  or 
£  fenfible  Appearance  of  the  Difeafe,  that. 
£  can  certainly  be  depended  on  in  this 
£  Cafe  :  And  which  being  thus  known 
c  and  found  out  by  the  Symptoms,  with 
4  the  confequent  Indications  of  Cure,  the 
‘  next  Enquiry  is  after  the  Remedy,  or 
1  fuch  Medicines  as  will  mod  effectually 
£  anfwer  the  fame  general  Indications: 

‘  And  this  is  what  can  be  only  known 
*  by  Experience ,  and  can  never  be  ob- 
£  tain'd  by  any  Method  of  Reasoning  d 
£  Rriore  :  No  chynpcal  Tortures,  mi- 
£  crofcopical  Infpe&ions,  or  other  Me- 
c  thods  of  Tryal,  without  Experience 7 
\  could  ever  have  inform'd  us  of  the  Pow- 

H  £  ers 
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6  ers  and  Properties  of  Medicines,  or  what 
i  Effects  they  will  produce  within  us. 

Laftly,  to  fum  up  all,  we  find  him 
arriv'd  tothisAckno\vledgmenth  > £  Where 
‘  we  cannot  come  at  the  neceffary  Data 
4  ( our  prefent  Cafe )  Philofophiftng  is 
*  trifling  {and  Mathematifing  alfo)  and 
£  they  who  in  fuch  Cafes,  affcft  Elo- 
£  quence  and  Oftentation,  may  amufe 
£  and  furprife  the  Vulgar  {thefe  are  his 
1  own  Words )  while  they  will  certainly 
£  expofe  themfelves  to  the  juft  Ridicule 
£  and  Contempt  of  the  truly  Learned  (as 
&  have  done  mo  ft  of  our  mechanic  S matte - 
6  rers  this  way.)  Since  the  Powers  and 
£  Properties  of  Medicines,  or  the  Effects 
£  they  are  capable  of  producing  within, 
£  us,  can  be  only  known  by  Experience , 
6  a  faithful  Account  of  which,  grounded 
£  upon  juft  Gbfervation ,  and  a  long  com 
c  tinned  impartial  Trial  {the  Things  we 
'  €  accord  with  and  contend  for)  mull:  cer- 


Idem  in  his  Preface  to  his  Philofophical  Principles. 
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c  tainly  be  Matters  of  the  greateii  Con- 
c  fequence  ;  and  if  any  one  demands  the 
‘  Reafon  hereof  ( viz,  the  Operation  of 
c  Medicines)  I  mull  own  that  I  know 
£  nothing  of  it,  but  from  Experience , 

‘  which  plainly  evinces  the  Matter  to  be 
£  fo  in  fad. 

To  the  like  Purpofe,  we  find  another 
of  the  fame  Clafs,  1  after  the  recital  of 
many  Words,  under  the  fpecious  Ihew  of 
Argument,  concludes  thus  in  the  whole. 

c  So  far  as  a  Perfon  can  confider  a  hu- 
£  man  Body  as  a  Machine ,  and  by  the 
c  known  Laws  of  Motion,  demonftrate 
c  the  Powers  and  Operations  of  its  fe- 
c  veral  Parts,  (  how  far  this  will  reach 
let  others  judge )  c  fo  far  may  he  with  cer- 
£  tainty  know  how  to  manage  it,  in  or- 
*  der  to  produce  any  Change  therein  5 
£  that  is,  if  he  has  proper  Inftruments, 

£  and  upon  the  fame  Principles  under- 
(  (lands  their  Efficacy,  and  manner  of  Ap- 


*  Quincy  in  his  Introduction  to  his  Sanciorius. 
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plication;  {a  great  'Difficulty  this)  a 
large  Number  indeed  of  the  Inftruments, 
by  which  it  is  either  injur’d  or  men¬ 
ded,  are  fo  ifnail  as  to  render  it  impof- 
fible,  with  ftrid  certainty  to  determine 
their  Efficacy,  becaufe  it  is  not  poffi- 
ble  exactly  to  affign  their  Bulk,  Figure 
and  Motions  $  and  therefore  cannot 
their  manner  of  Working  upon  the  a- 
nimal  Fluids ,  be  pofitivcly  known  :  the 
feat  of  the  Diforder  may  alfo,  at  fome 
times,  lye  fo  many  Stages  from  the 
firft  taking  in  of  a  Medicine ,  that  if 
at  its  firft  entrance  into  the  Stomach, 
its  Properties  were  never  fo  certainly 
known  5  yet  by  the  Actions  of  the  fie- 
veral  Parts  upon  it,  which  it  paffes 
through,  and  the  different  Mixtures  and 
Strainers  it  meets  with,  by  that  Time 
it  gets  to  the  fcene  of  Aftion,  its  firft 
Properties  may  be  quite  deftroy'd,  and 
new  ones  acquir  d?  the  Efficacy  of  which, 
after  fo  many  Changes,  can  never  be 
determin'd/ 
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From  all  which,' l  think,  Sir,  you  may 
plainly  fee  how  little  Rdped,  in  lame 
Cafes,  is  to  be  paid  to  Theorems  or  Ero- 
portions  of  this  Kind :  Which  tho*  ne¬ 
ver  fo  true  in  themfelves,  in  regard  to 
certain  Portions  of  Matter,  under  a  di- 
verfe  Modification,  or  conftituting  fpe- 
cifically  this,  or  the  other  particular  Di~ 
/temper,  or  Dilbrder  in  the  animal  Ma¬ 
chine  ;  yet  will  our  Knowledge  in  the 
rectifying  thereof  be  little  advanced 
thereby,  efpecially  in  thofc  where  we 
have  nothing  but  Obfervatwn  and  Ex¬ 
perience  that  can  avail  us. 

‘  Experience ,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  in 
the  Words  of  an  honeft  Praditioner  k, 

1  which  is  our  fureft,  if  not  only  Guide, 

4  by  whofe  Laws  and  Rules,  unlefs  Phy- 
c  ftek  be  exercifed,  it  were  better  there 
t  was  no  fuch  Thing  :  For  the  Life  of 
c  Man  is  too  much  trifled  with,  when  on 
c  this  Hand,  Empiricks  that  arc  ignorant 


k  Sydenham , 
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1  of  the  Hiftory  of  Difeafes,  and  the  Me* 

£  thod  of  Cure,  fet  up  only  with  Receipts : 

*  And  on  the  other,  vain  Tatlers ,  that 
€  place  all  their  hope  in  Speculations ,  ( I 
€  might  I  think  add Tome  modern  Pro- 
c  portions  and  as  u/elefs  Theories )  by 
e  which  more  People  are  deftroy’d  than 
€  would,  if  left  to  themfelves,  or  Na- 

*  turc’s  Guidance  $  but  that  is  Pra&ice, 
€  and  that  alone  will  help  the  Sick,  which 
£  draws  its  curative  Indications  from  the 
£  very  Phenomena  of  the  Difeafes,  and 
£  confirms  them  by  the  fam z  Experience, 

*  by  which  the  great  Hippocrates  obtain'd 
c  his  height  :  For  indeed  without /r*#/- 

*  cal  Observation ,  that  which  feems  at 
6  fir  ft  very  reafonable,  may  perchance 
£  prove  nothing  elfe  than  the  fhadow  of 
“  Reafon,  or  a  Phantome ,  that  is  mere 

*  Opinion,  and  the  oftner  {Jays  the  good 
Man)  €  I  converfe  with  others,  I  am 

the  more  confirm'd  how  dangerous  it 
€  is,  even  for  the  moft  acute,  to  rack 

*  their  Brains  in  the  fearch  of  any  Art  or 
i  Science,  unlefs  they  conftitute  Matter 
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*  of  Fa£t>  as  judge  and  Umpire  of  Truth 
c  and  Falfhood.’ 

To  let  you  farther  into  the  Sentiments 
of  this  worthy  Man,  as  well  as  to  fat  it 
fy  you,  that  it  has  not  been,  but  upon 
the  mod:  mature  Condderation,  that  I 
have  taken  up  the  fame,  as  well  from  his, 
as  the  Example  of  that  antient  Father  of 
Phyfick,  he  here  quotes,  I  fhall  take  the 
Liberty  to  recite  thofe  Words  of  his, 
which  I  never  look  over,  but  with  the 
utmod  Satisfaction,  having  fo  thorough 
a  Conviction  in  my  own  Mind,  of  the 
great  Truths  they  contain. 

The  Words  of  Hippocrates  are  to 
'  this  purpofe.  ‘  Some  Thyficians  and  So- 
c  pkiflers  give  out,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
‘  know  the  Art  of  Thyfick ,  unlcfs  you 
1  know  what  Alan  is,  and  how  he  was 
c  fird  made  and  compared  :  But  I  think 
‘  that  thofe  Things  which  are  faid  and 
‘  written  by  fuch  Sophifters  and  Thyfi- 
1  cians ,  of  Nature  ,  more  properly  be. 

<  long  to  the  Art  of  Tainting  than  Thy- 
1  f ick / 

H  4 
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Now,  if  this  were  the  Opinion  of  Hip - 
pocrates,  with  refped  to  the  outward 
Lines  or  mufcular  Parts,  together  with 
feme  Paffions,  fo  remarkably  confpicuous 
in  thofe  particularly  of  the  Pace,  which 
could  only  fall  under  the  Cognizance  of 
the  Painter  and  Statuary,  and  however 
ufeful  to  the  Surgeon,  of  little  fervice  to 
the  Practice  of  Phyfick  :  What  can  we 
think  of  his  Thoughts,  concerning  the 
animal  Fluids ,  or  an  over  curious  Scru¬ 
tiny  thereinto,  in  Order  to  qualify  Phyfi- 
cians,  for  the  better  Performance  of  their 
Cures ,  upon  which  our  Author  thus 
comments ! 

*  Now  left  the  Divine  old  Man  fhould 
€  be  accounted  erroneous,  or  Empiricks 
c  feck  a  Cloak  for  their  Ignorance  from 
£  this  Place,  I  declare  that  according  to 

*  my  beft  Thoughts  about  Practice  (which 

*  ought  to  be  the  Touchftone  of  the  Pro- 
‘  feftbrs  of  Thyficks)  fuppofe  that  it  is 
c  abfolutely  neceflary  that  a  Phyfician 

fhould  well  underftand  the  Strufture 
-  of  a  human  Body,  that  he  may  be  the 

*  better 
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c  better  able  to  conceive  and  form  true 
c  Ideas  of  the  Nature  and  Caufes  of  fome 
c  Difeafes :  For  he  that  is  ignorant  of 
€  the  Fabric  of  the  Reins ,  and  of  the 
‘  Paffages  tending  to  the  Bladder,  can- 
*  not  guefs  whence  thofe  Symptoms  arife 
c  that  proceed  from  the  Stone  in  the 
4  Relvis,  or  thrud  deep  into  the  Ureters  5 
‘  therefore  fuch  Knowledge  of  the  hu- 
‘  man  Body  is  abfolutely  neceffary  5  and 
‘  he  that  has  it  not,  mud  ad  blindfold 
c  with  fome  Difeafes.  This  Knowledge 

\  CD 

c  alfo  is  foon  acquir’d,  being  found  out 
4  and  attained  by  the  Infpedion  of  hu- 
c  man  Bodies  difle&ed,  by  fuch  even  as 
‘  are  .not  over  fharp  witted  5  but  in  acute 
1  Difeafes,  which  kind  contain  more  than 
c  two  Thirds  of  the  whole,  and  truly  in 
‘  mod  chronical  ones,  it  mud  be  confed 
‘  there  is  fome  fpecific  Propriety,  which 
1  no  Contemplation  deduced  from  this 
‘  fort  of  Speculation,  can  ever  difeover- 
1  to  us. 

*  Wherefore  that  Men  fhould  not  fo 
f  place  the  main  of  the  Bufmefs  on  the 

c  Diffec- 
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*  Diffe&ion  of  CarcafTes,  as  if  thereby 
1  the  medical  Art  muft  be  rather  pro- 

*  moted,  than  by  diligent  Obfervation 
€  of  the  natural  Phenomena,  and  of  fuch 
5  Things  as  do  good  or  hurt,  is,  I  fuppofe, 
€  what  the  good  old  Man  would  have 
1  chiefly  avoided  in  the  forefaid  Place  5 
c  and  that  he  docs  not  defpife  or  con- 
c  temn  the  general  Knowledge  of  the  Fa- 

*  brick  of  the  human  Body  :  And  truly 
€  fo  great  and  wife  a  Man,  muft  needs 

*  know  that  all  the  Difcoveries  that  can 
€  be  made,  cannot  exceed  this  general 
€  Knowledge  5  for  though  by  a  diligent 
c  Search  in  differing  Bodies,  the  greater 
c  Organs,  which  Nature  ufes  in  perform- 

*  ing  her  Bufinefs,  appear,  and  alfo  fome 
£  Veffels  through  which  the  Juices  are 

tranfmitted,  from  thefe  to  other  Parts* 

€  yet  what  is  the  original  and  primary 
c  Caufe  of  this  Motion,  the  Eyes  cam 
£  not  fee,  nor  can  the  beft  Microfcope 
e  difeover  thofe  fmall  Paffages  through 
c  which  the  Chyle ,  for  Example,  is  ftramed 
‘  through  the  Inteftines  into  the  chylife- 

c  rous 
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‘  r0//jVeflfels,orby  whatPaffages  the  Blood 
4  it  felf  paffes  from  the  Arteries  into  the 
c  Veins.  Moreover  there  are  moll  innu- 
‘  merable  fine  Pores  and  Pafiages  in  the 

<  wonderful  frame  of  Man,  which  none 
‘  can  fo  much  as  dream  of,  fo  rude  and 
c  unlearned,  pardon  the  Exprefilon,  is  our 

*  Knowledge,  and  in  a  manner  only  con- 

*  verfant  about  the  outfide  of  Things,  ri- 
c  fing  only  to  the  to  oti ,  or  underftand- 
£  ing  that  they  are  fo ,  but  can  by  no 
c  Means  reach  the  Caufes  thereof :  And 

<  as  Hippocrates  blames  thofe  who  wafte 

<  more  Time^  in  fiudying  Curiofities  in 
c  Anatomy  than  in  practical  Obferva- 
£  tions,  or  Nature  it  felf :  In  like  Man* 
£  ner,  any  prudent  Man  in  this  Age,  may 
£  condemn  fuch  as  think  the  Art  of  Phy~ 

<  Pick  can  be  no  Way  fo  well  improv’d, 
£  as  by  fome  new  chy  mi  cal  Invent  ions  ,&ce 
<■  Whereas,  he  that  rightly  confidcrs,  will 
£  perceive  that  the  chief  defect  in  the 

*  Practice  of  Phyfick,  does  not  proceed 
c  from  the  want  of  Means  to  anfwer  this 

*  or  that  Intention,  but  becaufe  we  do 

£  not 


\ 
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*  not  rightly  know  what  that  Intention 
€  is*  which  is  to  be  anfwer’dj  and  truly 
<  I  am  very  certain*  that  nothing  can  fo 
c  much  conduce  to  form  the  Judgment 
€  right  in  this  Matter*  as  an  exad  Obfer- 

*  vation  of  the  natural  ^hanomena  of 
€  Difeafes*  and  likewife  of  the  Juvantia 
€  &  Ltfdentia  3  if  thefe  were  diligently 
€  compar’d  one  with  the  other*  they 

*  would  fliew  the  Nature  of  the  Com- 

*  plaint*  and  whence  the  curative  Indi- 

*  Rations  are  to  be  taken*  much  better 
4  and  with  more  certainty*  than  directing 

*  our  Courfe  to  the  Speculation  of  the 
€  Nature  of  this*  or  that  Principle  of  the 

*  concreted  Body*  as  by  the  Stars  5  for 

*  the  moft  exquifite  DiiTertations  of  this 

*  Kind*  are  little  more  than  Metaphors * 

*  neatly  deduced  and  fet  off*  and  which* 

*  like  others,  founded  on  the  Imagina - 
c  tion,  not  on  Nature  it  felf*  will  vanifli 

*  and  be  worn  out  by  Time  :  Whereas 
‘  the  judgment  of  Nature *  built  on  the 

*  verity  of  Things*  will  continue  as  long 

*  as  Nature  it  felf, 


But 
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*  But  tho’  Hypothefes, 9  built  on  phiio- 

*  fophical  Speculations,  are  altogether 

*  vain,  becaufe  as  Man  is  endow'd  with 

*  Knowledge,  whereby  he  can  lay  down 
‘  Principles,  on  which  he  may  prefent- 
‘  ly  raife  a  Superftru&ure  $  yet,  if  they 

flow  from  Things  done,  and  from 
c  thofe  Obfervations  only,  which  prac- 

*  tical  and  natural  Appearances  fuggeft> 

*  thefe  will  remain  firm  and  unfhaken  5 
c  fo  that  tho'  the  Pradice  of  Phyfic,  if 
c  you  refped  the  Order  of  Writing,  may 

*  feem  to  arife  from  Hypothefes>  yet 

*  when  folid  and  genuine,  they  muft 
‘  owe  their  Original  to  Pradice. 

c  For  Example  fake,  in  Hyfieric  Difi- 

*  eafes,  I  do  not  therefore  ufe  Chalybi- 
c  ats  and  other  Things  that  invigorate 
c  the  Blood,  forbearing  thofe  which 
c  evacuate,  unlefs  upon  fome  Occafions, 
c  but  rather  aregorics ;  becaufe  I  firft 
‘  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  Difeafe 
€  proceeded  from  the  Animal  SpiHts 
c  weaken'd  and  broken  :  But  when  the 

*  conftant  Obfervation  of  pradical  Ap- 

4  €  pearances, 
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*  pearances,  had  taught  me  that  the  giving 
c  of  purging  Medicines,  always  increas’d 
€  the  Symptoms,  and  that  Things  con- 
€  trary  were  wont  to  quiet  the  fame,  I 

*  took,  I  fay,  my  Hypothejis  from  this 
c  and  the  other  Obfervation  of  the  na- 

*  turai  5 Phenomena  j  fo  that  the  Philo- 
€  fopher7  muft  here  ferve  the  Empiric  $ 
g  whereas,  had  I  began  with  an  Hypothe - 
c  fay  I  had  been  equally  as  wife  as  he 

*  who  goes  about  to  build  his  Houfe,  with- 

*  out  firft  laying  a  Foundation.  * 

To  the  fame  Purpofe  alfo  hear  Baglivi . 
*  I  obferve  it  neceffary  to  do  this  or 
‘  that  from  Experience  only,  which  has 
c  confirm’d  this  or  the  other  Method  to 

*  have  fuccceded  belt  5  for  Xnftance,  that 
c  in  the  Beginning  of  Fevers ,  we  muft 
€  not  purge,  ftnce  no  who! dome  Crijis 
i  is  of  a  fudden,  or  the  Matter  as  yet 
£  fitted  for  Evacuation  5  the  like  of  fweat- 

*  ing  Remedies,  too  early  adminifterd, 
£  unlefs  we  were  fo  happy  as  to  be  Maf- 
£  ters  of  fuch  (which  alfo  muft  be  found 
c  by  Experience)  that  at  once  were  able 

‘  to 
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‘  to  difle  the  Difeafe,  as  the  Bark  does 
c  the  Intermittent ,  and  the  fame  found 
c  alfo  to  anfwer,  after  many  repeated 
c  Trials.  1 

I  would  now  hope.  Sir,  if  not  from 
my  own  Opinion,  from  what  I  have 
here  collected  of  others,  you  may  be 
convinc’d  that  every  practical  Phyfician 
is  to  take  pure  Nature  for  his  Guide,  or 
that  he  mud  be  exceeding  careful  in  his 
Obfervations  of  her  feveral  Difpofitions 
and  Tendencies,  as  alfo  of  the  Succefs 
of  his  own  Endeavours,  to  promote 
fuch  as  feem  mod  likely  to  relieve  her, 
and  to  check  thofe  which  are  exorbi¬ 
tant,  or  by  which  fhe  is  in  Danger  of 
being  overfet. 

Thefe,  I  fay,  mud  be  the  Principles 
he  mud  go  upon,  in  fuch  Cafes,  efpe~ 
dally,  where  he  can  obtain  no  better 
(which  are  thofe  doubtlefs  of  Fevers) 
or  more  certain  on  which  to  rely. 


[  Baglivi's  Practice  of  Phyfick,  p.  320. 
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Nor  do  I  mean  hereby  or  from  any 
thing  I  have  faid,  that  it  is  not  proper 
for  a  Fhyfician  to  ftudy  Mathematicks  or 
Mechanics ,  by  which  his  judgment,  in 
the  Solution  of  medical  Problems,  may 
be  better'd,  or  that  he  may  fatisfy  him- 
felf  by  the  fame  ‘Principles ,  how  fuch 
or  fuch  Appearances  in  the  human  Body 
are  brought  about  and  reconcilable  to 
the  fettl’d  Law’s  eftablifli’d  by  its  Maker ; 
but  that  he  prefume  not  to  make  any 
fuch  phyjical  ^Problems  or  Deductions  the 
Rule  of  his  Frefcription,  in  fuch  Di (or¬ 
ders  thereof,  as  through  their  infcrutable 
Properties,  however  mechanically  tranp 
afted  by  Nature  her  felf,  together  with 
his  limited  Underftanding,  unable  to  un¬ 
ravel  them,  are  incapable  thereof  5  yet 
even  here  we  may  give  him  leave  to 
talk  mechanically7  provided  he  pra&ife 
by  Obfervation  and  a  well  grounded  Ex¬ 
perience. 

For  did  we  rightly  confider  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  Men’s  Lives,  with  which  we 
are  entrufted,  we  fliould  not  Purely  put 

the 
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the  fame  upon  the  moft  uncertain  Cal¬ 
culus  of  Numbers  or  mathematic  Theo¬ 
rems ,  how  curioufly  foever  wrought  by  a 
philofophic  Brain,  neither  yet  upon  any 
^Proportions  or  "Diagrams ,  which  often¬ 
times  have  no  other  Bafis  than  meet  Hy- 
pothejis  5  nor,  as  is  the  Cuftom  of  fome 
who  are  always  in  hafte,  when  they  fhould 
be  moft  at  leifure,  call  for  the  Pen  and 

f 

Ink,  and  write,  as  we  fay,  off  hand : 
But  deliberate  thoroughly  upon  each 
Cafe,  and  reflecting  what  we  have  ob- 
ferved  of  the  like,  at  leaft,  fo  far  as 
Comparifon  may  allow ,  propofe  our 
Remedy,  diverfifying,  however,  as  Va¬ 
riation  in  Circumftances,  or  fome  differ¬ 
ing  Indications  may  require  j  for  believe 
me,  unlefs  you  do  fo,  whatever  others 
may  aflert,  of  the  Infufficiency  of  Ob - 
fervation ,  without  mathematical  Ac¬ 
quirements,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  the 
poor  Patient  runs  a  greater  Rifquc  of 
his  Life,  and  is  at  more  Uncertainty 
under  the  Direction  of  his  Mechanician y 
than  the  lefs  accomplifh’d  this  Way,  but 

I  more 
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more  heedfully  obferving  and  experien¬ 
ced  Practitioner  :  And  I  cannot  but 
agree  fo  far  in  the  fame  Sentiment  of 
a  once  eminent  Gentleman  of  the  Pro- 
feffion,  m  that  a  Genius  rightly  defign’d 
(for  I  think  Fhyficians ,  as  well  as  Toets 
and  "TainterSy  fhould  be  fo  born)  with  a 
competent  Knowledge  of  the  learned 
Tongues*  and  fuitable  Acquaintance  with 
the  Structure  of  the  Parts,  will  make  a 
more  fafe  and  ufeful  Practitioner,  than 
the  whole  Encyclopedia  thrult  into  a 
Head  void  of  fuch  Genius y  will  be  able 
to  produce. 

One  of  thefe  I  have  feen  ehe  now,  at 
a  Stand,  by  the  Bed-fide  of  the  Sick, 
through  the  Want  of  fuch  Obfervation 
in  the  Diftemper,  unable  to  forefee, 
with  the  Help  of  all  his  Algebraic  Ac¬ 
quirements,  a  fatal  Grips  of  a  Fever  juft 
at  hand,  predicted  by  the  Nude,  and 
quickly  after  confirm'd. 


m  Sir  R _ d  B 
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How  vainly  then  do  feme  of  thcfe 
inculcate  to  their  Pupils,  that  the  Mo¬ 
ments  of  a  Fluid  are  a  Rectangle  under 
the  Quantity  of  Matter,  and  the  pr effing 
Velocity  5  or  that  Moments  are  equal  to  a 
Rectangle  under  the  Celerity  and  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Matter,  at  a  Time  when  they  ought 
to  be  appris’d  that  the  Matter  of  great- 
eft  Moment ,  and  indeed  the  Fundamen¬ 
tal,  is  to  have  the  chief  Regard  to  the 
prefent  Appearances  and  Indications  5  or 
laying  afide  all  Theorems ,  to  direef  fuch 
Remedies,  as  upon  their  own  conftant 
Obfervation  and  repeated  Experiments , 
they  have  found  to  anfwer  the  laid  I?t -» 
dications. 

For,  alas!  what  avails  our  Knowledge 
here,  that  Fluids  gravitate  with  a  la¬ 
teral  Erejfure ,  perpendicular  to  the  Tan¬ 
gent  of  the  Circle  ;  that  the  Center  of 
Gravity  is  a  perpend  to  the  incumbent 
Weight  ?  If  whilft  v/e  are  bulled  about 
thefe  Fooleries  (for  they  are  no  other 
at  thefe  Times)  we  overlook  the  weigh- 
tieft  Affair  of  all  5  or  unlefs  by  Tangents 

I  %  and 
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and  'Diagrams ,  we  could  fave  a  dying 
Patient,  which  is  now  only  attainable 
by  proper  Cordials ,  or  other  Alex'vphar- 
micSy  fuch  as  a  languifliing  Pulfc  dic¬ 
tates,  and  opprefs’d  Nature  calls  for;  and 
if  our  Minds  are  otherwife  employ’d 
now,  what  do  we  elfe  but  facrifice  our 
Fellow- Citizens  to  Numbers  or  Quanti- 
ties ,  perhaps  miftaken  by  a  wrong  Cal- 
calus,  or  it  true,  yet  foreign  to  our  Pur- 
pofe  ?  What  do  we,  I  fay,  other  than 
fuffer  our  Patient  to  dye,  not  fo  much 
according  to  Art,  as  learned  Nonfen/e  ; 
and  then  who  knows  not  the  Center  of 
his  Gravity  to  be  the  Grave?  or  indeed 
in  what  better  condition  is  he,  if  under 
this  Management,  than  was  their  great 
Matter  Archimedes ,  who  whilft  he  was 
intent  upon  his  Circles  and  Diagrams , 
was  knock’d  on  the  Head  by  a  common 
Soldier,  whom  otherwife  he  had  ef- 
caped  > 

You  will  think,  finely,  by  this  time, 
I  have  faid  enough  to  convince  any  con- 
fiderate  Perfon,  that  however  thefe  Qua¬ 
lifications, 
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locations,  I  mean  mechanical ,  may  help 
in  the  Explication"  of  certain  Fheenome- 
na  in  human  Bodies,  whether  healthful 
or  difeafed,  with  more  Satisfaction  than 
by  other  Principles  can  be  obtain'd;  yet 
with  Regard  to  our  prefent  Difiertation, 

/.  e.  about  Fevers ,  they  will  hand  him 
in  no  Service ;  I  wifh  I  could  fay  they 
might  be  found  ufeful  in  many  others  > 
for  notwithftanding  they  promife  great 
Matters,  I  End  few  Advances  among  their 
Owners,  either  in  the  Way  of  Fropofi- 

tion ,  Ax  10 me,  Froblem  or  Theorem ,  in 
which  they  are  all  rightly  agreed  one  with 

another, or  inwhich  forne  have  not  oppos'd 
the  reft  If  you  will  give  your  felf  theTrou- 
ble  topcrufe  that  elaborate  Performance 
of  Michellotus  n,  you  will  find  what  I  here 
alledge,  to  be  verify'd  in  an  hundred 
Places;  fome  of  thefe  I  have  taken  the 
Pains  to  tranfcribe  hither,  with  a  Word 
or  two  Preliminary  of  their  general 
Agreement,  that  the  firft  Fnnciples  of 


n  De  Secretione  Fluidorum. 

1  3 


natu- 


j  §  4  A  Discourse  Let.  i  « 

natural  Bodies,  or  their  component  Par¬ 
ticles  lie  out  of  fight,  and  arc  not  reduce- 
able  to  thefe  Laws,  at  leaf!  by  our  finite 
Intel  left. 

1  For  who  (faith  the  Author  now  cited) 

‘  that  defervesthe  Name  of  a  Mechanic'll 
1  an,  can  be  yet  fo  void  of  Underftand- 

*  ing,  as  j:ofix  for  certain  ‘Principles,  up- 

*  on  thd  Size  or  Shape  of  Corpufcles  en. 

*  tring  the  Compofition  of  Bodies,  whe- 
c  tbxxfmooth,  rough,  round,  angular,  hook- 
€  ed,  cubical  or  Hexagonal,  or  hopes  at  any 
‘  Time  that  he  fhall  be  able  to  explain 
£  mechanically ,  the  hidden  Caufes  orRea- 
-  fons  of  Things,  infenfibly  tranfaded  in 

*  our  Bodies,  there  being  many  Problems y 

*  both  phy  sical  as  well  as  medical,  of  fuch 
‘  Nature,  that  (not  like  Queflions  limply 

.  £  mathematical )  will  not  admit  of  defir 
f  niteor  determinate  Solutions? 

Bellini  himfelf  ingenuoufly  acknow- 
ledgeth,  that  he  neither  knew,  or  Jhould  h& 
be  ever  able  to  know  the  jirft  Principles 
cj  Things ,  fuc h  as  their  Figures  or  Shapes , 
or  i  he  Figures  op  thofe  Parts ,  entering 

thei  t 
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their  Compojitions .  CP it  cairn  alfo  has 
as  openly  confeft,  that  we  could  difeo - 
ver  nothing  more  in  Things  corporeal,  than 
their  fever al  Relations  one  with  another , 
and  their  fever  al  "Propertied,  by  which 
they  may  be  chang'd,  or  are  changeable  one 
by  the  other . 

Thus  far  we  have  a  general  Concur¬ 
rence  ;  and  how  then  do  we  look  for 
Certainty  in  phyfical  Matters,  where  the 
4 Principles  we  fhould  go  upon  are  con- 
feffedly  veiled  from  our  Senfes,  and  im¬ 
perceptible  to  the  human  Mind. 

JTis  true,  as  Leibnitius  has  obferv’d, 
we  have  a  Multitude  of  Experiments, 
and  if  we  knew  rightly  how  to  reafon 
upon  the  fame,  many  Difcoveries  might 
be  made  very  ufeful,  fome  to  human 
Life ;  but  then,  faith  he,  we  are  fcarce 
to  expebt  geometrical  Certainty ,  in 
many  others  more  difficultly  difeuft ,  re¬ 
lating  to  thefe  Matters ,  not  fo  much 
through  the  IVant  of  Reafoning ,  as  the 
Scarcity  oj  Experiments  and  Obferva ~ 
tions ,  more  efpecially  the  cDefePt  of 

I  4  pro- 
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proper  ‘Data  on  which  to  found  them. 

But  I  will  now  infert  fome  particular 
Pafiages,  quoted  from  our  Author,  and 
firft  in  Page  i  8,  I  find  him  oppofing  the 
learned  Dr.  Pitcairn ,  in  his  Advance 
about  the  Motion  of  the  Stomach,  by 
which  the  Aliment  is  turned  into  Chyle , 
and  thence  tranfmuted  into  Blood  :  His 
Words  run  thus. 

Nefcio  qua  falfa  fpecie  vert,  deceptum 
fuiffe  Pitcairnium ,  &c.  and  in  regard  to 
that  of  the  Blood,  with  the  Fluids  thence 
feparated,  and  palling  their  Canals,  he 
affures  us  there  can  be  no  exaft  Calculus 
made  for  many  Reafons  there  laid  down  5 
and  that  Borellus ,  Bellini ,  Gulielmini» 
with  feveral  others  of  the  Italian  Phyfi- 
dans,  fell  under  great  Miftakes  in  their 
Computations  3  that  they  had  pretermit - 
ted  many  Things ,  fome  they  had  not 
rightly  animadverted,  fome  imperfectly 
handled \  and  others falfly  determind:  And 
how  fhould  it  happen  otherwife,  where 
from  one  thoufand  unheeded  Variati¬ 
ons,  the  Thing  it  fclf  is  impracticable, 

and 
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and  not  to  be  made  out  by  any  geo¬ 
metrical  or  mechanical  Method  what¬ 
ever. 

The  Companion  betwixt  the  Fluid 
of  Blood  in  the  Bodies  of  Animals,  and 
the  Water  of  River s,  or  the  fame  pour¬ 
ed  out  from  a  Veffel,  as  exemplify^  by 
one  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  he  allures  us  will 
not  hold  5  nor  does  it  prove  what  Belli- 
ni  would  have  us  imagine  thereof,  p.  8i? 

82.  Of  the  fame  erroneous  Inference, 
he  here  charges  our  Country-Man  Chey- 
7ie ,  in  his  appying  the  Schol.  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton ,  concerning  the  Motion 
of  Bodies,  to  that  of  the  fame  Fluid, 
through  the  arterial  Conduits.  And  a- 
gain,  p,  92.  That  this  Gentleman  falls  into 
a  Miftake,  when  applying  the  fame  Scho¬ 
lium  both  to  the  Cone ,  Concave  and 
Convex ,  then  endeavouring  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  Conus  F rune at  us  (there 
delineated)  among  all  of  the  fame  Bafe 
and  Altitude ,  gives  the  leaf  Refjlance 
to  the  Blood  flowing ,  &c.  for  the  Moti¬ 
on  thereof  not  being  equal,  or  of  the 

fame 
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fame  Tenure  in  the  Arteries,  that  which 
he  here  fets  down  for  Truth,  is  not  fo 
evident,  but  that  it  will  ftand  in  Want 
of  Demonftration. 

P.  93.  In  profecuting  this  Subjed  of 
the  Blood's  Motion  through  the  Arte¬ 
ries,  he  farther  affirms,  there  has  no  one  jet 
been  able  to  find  out  the  Velocity  of  this 
Fluid ,  with  any  tolerable  ExaSlnefs , 
through  the  Cavity  of  the  Aorta ,  difi 
courag’d  by  the  "Difficulty  off  the  Matter 
it  fie  If?  the  Variety  of  attending  Circum . 
fiances ,  and  the  inefficiency  of  Data ,  for 
fuch  an  Attempt. 

1  The  Force  of  Adion  and  Re-  adion  is 
€  agreed  on  all  Sides  to  be  equal,  and 
€  therefore  has  been  fettled  among  the 
4  Laws  of  Motion,  by  thofe  great  Ma- 
€  thematicians  Sir  Ifiaac  Newton ,  Bernotii- 
€  Bus?  Leibnitius ,  Hermannus  and  fundry 
c  others  $  whence  many  wonderful  Things 
6  have  been  difcover’d  and  proved,  with 
€  refped  to  the  Mechanics,  Statics ,  Hy - 
c  draulics :  But  I  dare  fay,  the  Elafticity 
€  of  the  great  Artery?  contributes  nothing 
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c  cither  to  the  Encreafe  or  Diminution 
‘  of  the  forefaid  Velocity  of  the  Blood, 
f  with  its  inceftant  Force  and  conftant 
4  Current  palling  through  the  fame , 
c  fince  the  throwing  forth  of  the  Blood 
4  from  the  Heart  is  not  conftant,  the  Com- 
c  predion  thereof  againft  the  fame  being 
‘  alternate,  and  the  Force  impelling  not 

*  given,  neither  yet  the  circulating  Fluid, 
c  like  to  that  of  the  fimple  Element,  Wa- 
‘  ter,  or  the  Tarieteso r  Sides  of  the  Arte- 
‘  ries, analogous  to  artificial  Tubes  5  there- 
‘  fore,  I  fay,  the  Velocity  of  the  Blood, 

‘  thus  continually  palling  the  Cavity  of 
1  the  fa  id  Artery,  cannot,  like  that  of  Wa- 
c  ter ,  with  a  given  Force  driven  through 
4  its  Pipes,  be  with  any  Certainty  deter- 
c  mined  :  For  tho’  the  ingenious  Dr- 

*  Kell  would  have  it  thought  he  had  de« 

€  cided  this  Controverfy,who  ever  weighs 
£  the  Matter,  will  find  this  Gentleman 

*  builds  only  upon  two  meer  Hypothefes , 
€  the  one  a  Calculus  of  the  Quantity  of 

*  the  Blood;  which  in  eighty  Contractions 
{ of  the  Heart,  or  the  Space  of  one  Mi. 

c  nute. 
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c  nute,  is  impelled  into  the  jforta,  the 
€  other  upon  a  geometrical  Gage  of  the 
€  Diameter  of  the  Orifice  of  the  faid  Vef- 
€  fel,negle&ing,  in  the  meanTime,  the  Te- 

*  nacity  of  the  percurrent  Fluid,  the  rubs 
4  and  flops  the  Globules  of  the  Blood  may 
c  meet  with  by  the  Sides  and  Curves  of 
1  the  Veffels,  with  divers  other  Impedi- 
1  mcnts  to  its  faid  Force.  So  that  however 
€  he  hath  fhew'd  great  Ingenuity  in  this 
1  his  Attempt,  yet  is  it  feveral  Ways 

*  faulty,  and  founded  on  uncertain  and 
€  precarious  Principles,  p.  103  to  105. 

*  Again,  in  taking  the  determinate  Force 
4  with  which  the  Heart  contrails  to  pro- 
4  pel  the  Blood  through  all  Farts  of  the 

*  Body,  he  goes  upon  a  ‘Proportion  of  that 
4  wonderful  Man  Sir  /.  N.  which  Tro - 
c pofition,  notwithftanding,  is  abfolutely 
4  falfe,  according  to  Bernoulli.  The  like 
c  Miftakethe  famous  Hugens  was  drawn 
4  into,  from  the  fame  Corollary  of  the 
4  36  Prop,  of  that  great  Mathematician , 

4  which  Corollary  is  the  Bafis  of  Dr.  Keifs 
( third  Tent  amen  de  mvejliganda  vi  Cordis 

4  ad 
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ad  Sang .  per  Univerfum  Corpus  imp e lien- 
dum . 

P.  1 1 5.  In  computing  the  abfolute 
Force  of  this  Bowel  the  Heart ,  we  find 
the  like  Difcord  among  others,  through 
their  different  Ways  of  Calculation. 
Thus  Borellus  makes  the  fame  equal  but 
to  eighty  Keil  to  eighty  Ounces  5  the 
former  taking  in  fuch  Part  only  as  an- 
fwers  the  Orifice  of  the  Aorta>  the  other 
multiplying  the  eight  Ounces  by  ten, 
the  whole  Force  of  the  faid  Mufcle  be¬ 
ing  equivalent  to  ten  times  the  faid  Ori. 
fke,  encreafes  the  fame  to  eighty  :  The 
like  Difference  is  to  be  obferved  on  the 
fame  Account,  viz.  different  Ways  of 
reckoning  among  them,  in  Relation  to 
the  Force  of  the  Bladder ,  the  Hejicul 'a 
SeminaleSy  &c.  of  which  fee  p.  11S, 
1 1 9. 

P.  126,  he  takes  Notice  of  an  Expe¬ 
riment  of  that  very  modeft  and  pains¬ 
taking  Gentleman  this  Way,  Dr .Jurin, 
to  meafure  the  Motion  and  Quantity  of 
Water  running  through  a  Cylinder,  bor¬ 
row’d 
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row'd  from  Sir  I.  N.  His  Words  here 
follow  in  Relation  thereto. 

Rem  acu  fe  tangere  putat,  quando  fin- 
git  aqnanij  per  Foramen  in  medio  fundi 
vafis,  delabi ,  infiar  Gataraffire,  earn  for  - 
mam  habentis  quam  depingit  in  figura 
fua  decima  fed  tola  demonfir atio  abit  in 
Hypothefim.  P.  136.  He  remarks  Fit- 
eairris  Prop,  that  all  Secretions  are  great¬ 
er  or  lefs  in  Proportion  to  the  Diame¬ 
ters  of  the  fecerning  Veffels;  which  tho* 
true  in  Hypothefis ,  will  by  no  Means 
hold  in  the  Theory  of  Difeafes,  fuch  as 
Fluxes,  whether  by  Stool,  Urine,  Sweat, 
&c.  When  it  may  fo  happen,  as  that  ei¬ 
ther  may  be  encreas’d  or  diminifh'd, 
without  regard  to  thefe  being  any  Ways 
changed  ;  of  which  having  given  fome 
manifeft  Examples,  he  concludes  thus. 
It  would  be  ufelefs  to  proceed  farther  in 
thefe  Enquiries  after  the  Motion  and 
ffuantity  of  Fluids  running  in  equal  Time, 
through  whatever  Outlets  in  Animal  Ro * 
dies,  efpecially  Man ,  fince  the  fame ,  thro ’ 
the  Scarcity  of  Experiments,  and  the 

Want 


143 


Let,  i .  Concerning  Fevers. 

Want  of  fujjicient  *D at  a ,  cannot  with 
any  ExaBtnefs  be  determin'd. 

P.  139.  You  will  find  he  condemns 
Bellini  of  a  grofs  Over-fight  or  Miftake 
in  his  Comparifon  of  a  Liquid  flowing 
through  a  Tube,  &c.  contrary  to  the 
Principles  of  Hydraulics .  Bernoulli  be¬ 
ing  alfo  of  the  fame  Opinion,  that  theft 
! Problems  will  not  admit  of  an  abfoiute 
Explanation,  to  any  certainty  3  for  that 
there  are  many  Circumftances  which 
may  ftrangely  alter  the  Cafe  of  what,  at 
firft  View,  feem’d  capable  of  being  efta- 
bliflfd  upon  thefe  Principles. 

At  the  fame  time  he  obferves  Dr, 
Cheyne  to  be  out  in  his  Account  of  the 
Strudure  of  the  Glands ,  and  the  fluid 
Secretion,  which  was  taken  from  Belli- 
niy  and  which  he  builds  on,  in  his  new 
Theory  of  Fever SyClariJJirnum  (inquit)  G9 
Cheyyieum  non  reiie  determinate  Veloci - 
tatem  liquidi  ejfluentiSy  &c. 

P.  156.  He  acknowledgeth  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  we  have  no  lefs  Reafon  to 
doubt  the  Truth  and  Certainty  of  many 

Things 
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Things  we  meet  with  in  the  Writings 
of  Mathematicians  ,  who  have  endea¬ 
vour'd  to  apply  Geometry  to  Thyjicks, 
than  in  thofe  of  other  Phyficians  :  There 
being  many  of  their  Axioms  only  proba¬ 
ble,  but  very  few,  (however  pretended 
fo  to  be)  that  are  truly  demonftrated  5 
give  me  leave  to  add,  that  there  are  fome 
Truths,  fome  Things  doubtful ,  and  o- 
thers,  tho*  deliver'd  for  Truths ,  that  are 
truly  falfe . 

But  in  farther  Difcourfe  on  the  glan- 
dular  Texture,  and  the  ways  of  Secre¬ 
tion,  we  find,  faith  he,  no  lefs  Divifion 
and  Uncertainty  than  in  the  reft  :  And 
how  fhould  it  be  otherwife  in  fo  abftrufe 
a  Point :  Both  Bellini ,  as  well  as  Keily 
ingenuoufiyconfefling  that  their  Structure 
is  not  to  be  inveftigated,  neither  by  Dif- 
feftion,  nor  the  moft  piercing  Sight,  but 
by  Imagination  only:  And  therefore,  faith 
the  former  of  thefe.  Si  velis  tot  am  glan¬ 
dule  fabric  am  penetrate,  finge  v  it  rum,  dec. 
and  then  afterwards, JV  hecdentur,hanc  vel 
non  ahfmilem  ejfe  glandularum  fabric  am. 

4  Now 


145 


Let.  1 9  Concerning  Fevers. 

And  if  this  is  not  gratis  diEium ,  or 
a  Fetitio  Frincipij,  furely  nothing  can  5 
but  as  to  the  Affair  of  Secretion,  the 
Modus  is  yet  a  Secret,  and  like  many  o- 
thers,  feigned  only  for  the  fake  of  Ar~ 
gument,  or  fome  new  Theory  :  For  ha¬ 
ving  lay’d  afide  the  antient  Ferments,  one 
of  them  fays,  they  differ  only  according 
to  the  different  Cribra  or  Sieves ,  through 
which  they  are  (trained  in  their  Faffage, 
or  the  various  configuration  of  the  Pores ; 
fo  that  circular  Orifices  can  only  let  out 
the  fjjherical  Particles :  And  fo  of  the  o- 
thers.  Which  manner  of  SecretionDr.PV^ 
cairn  has  learnedly  confuted,  but  fubfti- 
tuted  one  in  its  Place,  as  liable  to  Ex¬ 
ception  ,  i.  e.  that  not  the  different 
Figures ,  but  Magyiitudes  of  the  Figures 
or  Foresy  which  are  all  circular ,  are  the 
Caufes  of  all  the  differing  fe corned  Hu¬ 
mours *. 

Yet  in  this  HypothefiSy  as  Helvetius  0 
has  obferved,  what  can  hinder  the  fmal- 
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le r  Parts  from  entering  the  larger  Ori¬ 
fices  ?  For  in  vain  does  he  endeavour  to 
remove  this  Inconvenience,  by  alledging 
that  theNumber  of  the  Conglobate  Glands* 
far  exceeds  that  of  the  Conglomerate ,  fo 
that  he  fays  the  finer  Fluids,  which  are 
always  feparated  by  the  Glands  of  the 
firft  Sort,  go  off  conftantly  in  much  grea¬ 
ter  Quantities  than  the  grofs  ones,  fil¬ 
trated  by  the  others* 

Notwithftanding  which  it  will  ftiil 
follow,  that  the  finer  Liquors  muft  mix 
with  the  grofler  in  fuchFiltration;  whence, 
as  in  one  of  the  other,  will  arife  an  ini- 
perfection  and  irregularity  in  the  faid  Se¬ 
cretions,  than  which  nothing:  is  more 
contrary  to  the  very  Order  and  Simpli¬ 
city  of  the  animal  Q  economy,  which  the 
Founder  of  this  Opinion  himfelf  contends 
for. 

How  much  better  then  were  it  to  be 
wilht  (in  the  Words  of  the  fame  Helve- 
tins)  that  this  learned  Gentleman  ( Tit- 
cairn )  who  endeavours  to  explain  the 
Art  of  Phyfick,  by  mathematic  Trinci - 
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pies,  would  have  begun  with  a  more 
exad  Knowledge  of  the  Structure  of  the 
Parts,  and  the  feveral  Springs  belonging 
to  the  Machine  :  For  in  vain  muft  we 
expedt  to  find  this  in  Books,  which  is 
not  attainable,  but  by  the  frtquent  ufe 
of  the  Knife  ( 1  wifh  it  were  always  to 
be  found  this  JVay)  and  repeated  Dif- 
fedtion. 

Dr.  Keil ,  I  obferve,  has  another  Way 
of  folving  the  differing  Secretions,  which 
is  that  of  Attraction,  viz.  Similar ,  and 
which  he  would  have  us  to  believe,  is 
always  ftrongeft  in  thofe  Farts  which  are 
neareft  to  the  Heart  ;  but  there  are  fo  many 
rubs  in  the  Way  of  this,  both  from  Rea- 
fon  and  Experience,  that  we  juftly  fear 
with  Michellottus ,  he  will  never  be  able 
to  defend  the  fame. 

The  laft  Way,  I  fhall  here  obferve  of 
explaining  different  Secretions,  is  that  of 
Helvetius,  p  agreeable  to  many  others  of 


p  Idem .  Ibid. 
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the  mechanic  Profeifors,  viz.  that  Li¬ 
quors  filtrate  thro  fome  certain  Strainers 
rather  than  others ,  becaufe  they  find  thofie 
fill'd  with  a  Liquor  homogeneous  to  their 
own ;  Exemplify'd  in  apiece  of  Cloth 
dipt  fir  ft  in  Oyl,  which  being  after  put 
into  a  Veftel  containing  a  mixture  of  Oyl 
and  Wine  together,  will  let  through  only 
the  firft,  and  not  fuffer  the  laft  to  go 
out  :  for  the  Gland  it  felf  being  nothing 
elfe  but  a  Complication  of  fanguinary  and 
lymphatic  Veftels,  the  laft  which  arife 
from  the  other,  are  the  Refervoir  of  the 
lymphatic  Fluids :  The  third  Sort  which 
we  call  Secretory ,  taking  their  Origin 
from  the  Windings  and  Turnings  of  thefe 
Lymphatics ,  admit  but  of  one  particu¬ 
lar  Fluid,  analogous  to  that  which  they 
already  contain ,  and  with  which  they 
were  ab  Origine  or  in  Ovo ,  imbued  5 
this  they  difeharge  into  a  fourth  Order 
of  Veftels  named  Excretory  $  when  the 
fame  Fluid  is  unloaded  into  other  Ca¬ 
vities,  where  thefe  laft  often  empty  them- 
felves,  according  to  the  Difpofition  of  the 
Parts,  to  which  they  are  convey'd.  In 
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In  fhort,  Sir,  notwithftanding  the  feve- 
ral  Ways ,  by  which  thefe  Gentlemen 
would  mechanically  account  for  the  di- 
verfc  Appearances  in  the  animal  Stru&ure, 
you  will  find  for  the  greater  Part,  they 
are  either  founded  upon  Hypothecs ,  de¬ 
duced  from  the  Principles  of  Hydraulics 
or  Hydroflatics ,  with  which  they  will 
not  exa&ly  quadrate  5  or  from  fome  o- 
thers  feigned,  and  eafily  confuted  :  As 
you  may  fee  if  you  look  over  the  Au¬ 
thor  a  aforemention’d,  of  the  one  of  whom 
he  ufes  this  Exprefilon.  Theorema  ad fuam 
Hypothefin  accommodavit ,  Fabulam  ele¬ 
gant  em  &  venuftam ,  concinnavit ,  Fa¬ 
bulam  tamen.  Of  an  other,  Ratiocininm 
decoratam ,  fed  omnino  inefficacem  fabri - 
cavit .  Of  a  third,  Conjebluras  ingeniofas , 
ad  probandum  vero  nullatenus  valentes , 
fiabilivit .  And  of  almoft  all  thefe  very 
learned  Writers,  may  be  faid  what  he 
applies  to  fome,  tam  hallucinari,  quam 
vere  nugari ,  qms  non  vide  at  ? 


*  Michellottus  ut  antea  de  Secretione  Fluidorum. 

K  3  So 
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So  unftable  truly  do  we  find  them  in 
the  very  Principles ,  or  which  are  lay’d 
down  for  fuch,  and  fo  uncertain  the  Proofs 
brought  to  fupport  them,  that  they  feem 
fitter  to  amufe  than  to  demonftrate,  at 
leaft,  in  fuch  Manner  as  to  take  curative 
Indications  thence  :  What  elfe  is  their 
fundamental  one  of  Attraction,  but  Hy¬ 
pothetical?  of  which  the  fame  Writer 
thus  delivers  himfelf,  and  with  which  I 
ftiall  conclude  thefe  Quotations  thence. 

‘  Give  me  leave  to  obferve  that  thole 
<  vaft  Powers  of  Attraction ,  that  Dr.  Keil 
1  attributes  to  the  animal  Spirits ,  are  mere- 
1  ly  precarious ,  and  by  no  Means  to  be 

*  admitted,  till  fuch  Time  as  he  can  make 

*  out,  what  the  faid  Attraction  is,  and 
that  there  is  in  Bodies  really  fuch  a 

£  Power  exifting :  For  ’tis  plain  at  this 
£  Time,  that  all  thefe  occult  Faculties  and 

*  Qualities ,  efpecially  thofe  which  are 

*  pretended  to  ad  thus  mutually  upon 
e  Bodies  at  a  diftance  from  each  other, 

*  or  without  Conrad,  of  which  kind  are 

*  the  Attractive  (and  the  like  Fancies 

<  of 
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‘  of  Peoplein  a  Dream, rather  than  learned 
€  Philofophers )  have  been  long  fincc  dif- 
1  carded,  and  difmifl:  the  Writings  of  the 
4  more  judicious  Authors,  which  makes 
c  us  wonder  that  the  learned  Dr.  Keil 
4  fhould  again  revive  them,  and  bring 
c  them  not  only  for  Principles  by  which 
4  to  explicate  the  Modus  of  animal  Se* 
4  cretion ,  the  Operation  of  Medicines, 
4  but  alfo  for  a  Solution  of  mufcular 
4  Motion . 

‘  Sir  Ifaac  N - n  does  indeed  make 

4  ufe  of  the  fame  Word,  as  a  certain 
‘  Mode  of  Speech,  not  phyjically  but 
*  mathematically ,  never  putting  the  fame 
c  yet  as  real,  but  in  the  way  of  Hypo - 
4  thefis  only:  telling  us  at  the  fame  Time, 
‘  that  by  the  word  Attraction ,  he  would 
‘  be  underftood  to  mean  a  certain  Power 
c  in,  or  endeavour  of  Bodies  to  ;oyn  each 
c  other  at  their  Approaches  :  Whether 
4  by  Means  of  thofe  Bodies  themfelves, 
1  thus  mutually  acceding  ad  Je  invice7nt 
1  or  ffom  certain  fpirituous  Particles  e- 
4  mitted  through  the  <iy£ther}  the  com* 

K  4  *  mon 
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£  mon  Atmofphere ,  or  other  Medium  : 

4  Or  if  corporeal  or  incorporeal ,  fluctuating 
c  round  about,  and  impelling  thus  the 
£  one  towards  the  other,  he  leaves  un- 
4  determin’d  :  Whilft  Dr.  Keil  on  the 

*  other  fide,  pofitively  aflferts  this  Power 
4  of  Attraction  to  be  lodg’d,  not  only 
£  in  the  Corpufcles  of  which  the  Blood  is 
c  made  up,  but  the  animal  Spirits  alfo  ; 

‘  concerning  which,  fince  we  have  no 
‘  Demonftration  of  the  Exiftence  of  fuch 
‘  a  Power  inherent  in  thefe  Corpufcles 
(/  might  add  neither  yet  whether  or  no 
thefe  animal  Spirits  are  more  than  En - 
tin  cPhantaJi£  five  Imaginations )  c  we 
£  may  furely  queftion  the  fame,  as  well 

*  as  thofe  of  the  elective ,  attractive , 

‘  ajfimulative ,  concoCt ive ,  nutritive  , 

“  the  like,  fo  termed  formerly  a- 

mong  the  Antients,  but  now  exploded. 

*  Nor  do  we  find  that  Sir  Ifaac  himfelf, 

£  as  he  was  ever  cautious  to  feign  a  Trin - 
4  ciple ,  by  which  to  expound  the  hidden 

Caufes  of  Things  :  So  in  dilcoiirfing 
:  uPon  thole  fubtil  Bodies,  by  Means  of 

£  whole  . 
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c  whofe  Vibrations  through  the  Nerves 
c  to  the  Brain,  and  thence  transmitted 

<  back  to  the  mufcular  Parts,  both  Senfe 

♦ 

4  and  Motion  do  arife,  through  the  want 
c  of  Experiments  to  prove  the  reality  of 
c  fuch  Spirits,  he  very  prudently  declines 

<  medling  with  any  Expofition  of  their 

<  Nature  and  Laws  of  Adion  5  well  know- 
‘  ing  their  Exiftence  to  be  disputable, 

1  and  that  thofe  who  had  afferted  their 
‘  Being,  were  of  fo  differing  Opinions, 

*  that  there  was  no  coming  at  any  Cer- 
€  tainty  about  them/ 

I  have  now  done  with  this  part  of  my 
Subjed,  intended  chiefly  to  convince  you, 
that  as  you  ever  exped  to  be  a  fuccefs- 
full  Praditioner,  not  a  talking  cPhyJician> 
you  muff  have  a  conftant  and  careful 
Eye  to  Pradice.  I  mean,  having  fuffi- 
ciently  inform'd  your  felf,  of  the  Struc¬ 
ture  and  Ufc  of  the  Parts  of  human  Bo¬ 
dies,  both  found  and  difeafed,  you  are 
then  by  diligent  Obfervation  to  colled 
fuch  a  Number  of  diagnoftic  Signs,  as 
may  give  you  a  juft  and  true  Infight  into 
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the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  fuch  as  may 
enable  you  to  diftinguifh  the  fame  from 
others,  how  like  foevcr  in  fome  com¬ 
mon  Appearances :  Among  them  ( where 
you  can  come  at  them)  thofe  efpecially 
which  ar z  pathognomonic ,  are  of  greateft 
Advantage  :  And  when  by  a  Scries  of  thefe 
carefully  collected  from  the  W ritings  of 
the  Antients,  as  well  as  practical  modern 
Authors,  fuch  for  Inftance,  of  the  latter 
Sort,  as  the  judicious  and  learned  Rive - 
rius,  and  the  faithful  Sydenham ,  more 
particularly  verify’d  by  your  own  Obfer- 
various,  being  beforehand  as  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  Materia  Medica ,  ha¬ 
ving  hereby  found  out  your  Difeafe,  you 
are  then  to  direCt  the  Remedy  $  fuch  as 
you  have  alfo  obferv'd  to  have  been  re¬ 
commended  by  the  fame  honefi:  Practi¬ 
tioners  in  the  like  Cafe,  and  as  your  own 
Experience  thereof  ftall  after  farther 
encourage. 

During  this  I  think  it  expedient  you 
make  fome  fhort  Memoirs  of  the  Succefs 
from  time  to  time,  carefully  noting  every 

new 
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new  or  unufual  Accident,  which  feern’d 
to  fruftrate  your  Endeavours,  or  perplex 
your  Judgment  in  the  Cafe,  and  minu¬ 
ting  them  down  in  like  manner. 

After  a  fufficient  Colledion  of  thefe, 
whether  made  to  your  Hand  by  others, 
or  of  your  own,  which  carry  with  them 
the  greateft  Satisfadion ,  together  with 
their  Events,  you  are  to  found  your 
! Prognojlics ,  that  truly  noble  and  advan¬ 
tageous  part  of  the  Profeffion,  and  by 
which  an  almoft  equal  Honour,  when 
rightly  form'd  and  accordingly  fulfill'd^ 
accrues,  as  by  the  Cure,  which  of  it 
fclf  diftinguifheth  you  fufficicntly  from 
a  Quack,  and  will  ftand  you  in  greater 
Uie,  than  all  the  Languages  of  which 
you  can  make  your  felf  a  Maftcr. 

As  a  help  to  this,  your  frequently  dif¬ 
fering  Bodies  defund  by  Means  of  the 
fame  Difeafe,  will  fometknes  afford  much 
Infight,  and  confirm  a  well  grounded 
medical  Prefage  :  Nor  need  you  other 
‘Principles  to  go  upon,  or  Bafis  on  which 
to  build,  than  the  fame  clofe  Attention 

upon 
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upon  Experiments  or  PraTice,  furnifht 
by  a  full  Employment ;  till  then,  you  are 
to  make  ufe  of  that  of  others,  and  which, 
as  Helvetius  takes  Notice,  is  the  only 
way  to  improve  in  this  Profeffion  of 
Phyfick  :  5Tis  this  indeed,  as  that  great 
Man  farther  obferves,  that  with  a  large 
Stock  of  ‘Prudence ,  and  a  larger  of  Pro¬ 
bity  y  will  furnifh  fuch  a  Phyfician,  as 
may  be  able  to  difeharge,  with  a  good 
Confcicnce,  the  Duties  requir’d  of  him. 

This  Gentleman,  his  true,  as  well  as 
certain  others,  tell  us  now  that  a  Me. 
thod  muft  be  obferved ,  even  in  our 
Obfervations,  which  are  therefore  to  be 
reduced  to  feme  Rule  ;  having  always  an 
Eye  to  thofe  immutable  Laws,  by  which 
Nature  has  regulated  the  Mechanifm  of 
human  Bodies.1 

As  if  Reafon  were  to  be  excluded  from 
our  Observations  y  without  which  they 
muft  be  lame  and  imperfect :  Or  as  if 
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one  who  could  reafon  rightly  about  the 
fame ,  and  was  truly  expert  in  making 
them,  could  be  at  a  lofs  to  reduce  the 
various  Specifications ,  or  different  Appear¬ 
ances  of  the  fame  Difeafes,  to  their  pro¬ 
per  Clafs,  any  more  than  the  Botanifl , 
the  feveral  Simples  of  the  fame  general 
Denomination,  to  their  peculiar  Tribes 
unto  which  they  belong. 

Miftake  me  not  then,  dear  Sir,  fo  far 
as  to  think  I  would  have  you  lay  your 
Reafon  afide,  at  a  time  when  you  will 
want  it  moft,  by  taking  care  that  your 
Remarks  are  juft,  upon  Nature's  feveral 
Motions,  that  your  Inferences  are  rightly 
drawn,  and  that  by  Means  of  fome  Com¬ 
plication  in  the  Diftemper,  you  are  not 
deceived. 

Our  Friend  Baglivi  will  inform  you 
f  that  the  chief  Pillars  ofPhyfickare  Rea¬ 
fon  and  Obfervation ,  and  that  the  latter 
is  the  Thread  to  which  the  former  is  to 
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point :  For  as  Nature  is  the  fame,  fo 
every  Difeafe  afflicting  her,  has  its  cer¬ 
tain  and  peculiar  Mode,  both  at  its  firft 
Onfet,  as  well  as  at  the  time  of  its  En- 
creafe  and  Declenfion.  Now  all  thefe 
being  brought  about  independently  of 
the  human  Mind,  fo  in  tracing  their 
Nature ,  we  have  not  fo  much  Occafion 
for  a  fubtil  or  difguifed  way  of  Deputa¬ 
tion  concerning  her  Operations,  fo  much 
as  a  repeated  and  fedulous  Obfervation 
of  what  befals  the  fick  Perfon,  which,  as 
our  Sydenham  alfo  has  before  taken  No¬ 
tice,  requires  neither  algebraical  nor 
geometrical  Knowledge,  but  only  fuch 
Acutenefs  of  Underftanding,  as  is  con¬ 
formable  and  obedient  to  Nature's  Mea~ 
fares,  and  to  her  InftruCtions. 

It  was  NeceJJity ,  faith  the  former,  that 
gave  Being  to  Thy  fick ,  but  Experience 
that  brought  it  to  Perfection  :  In  its  In- 
fancy  it  was  grofs  and  ftupid,  yet  in 


'  Hid. 
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progrefs  of  Time,  by  the  daily  Acceffion 
of  new  Operations ,  mutually  illuftrating 
each  other,  and  efpecially  by  the  Light 
of  Reafon ,  guiding  and  over-ruling  all, 
it  became  a  liberal  and  learned  Art. 

And  thus  you  fee  how  thefe  are  to  go 
Hand  in  Hand,  for  whofe  better  Iiluftra- 
tion,  take  here  the  enfuing  Cafe,  in  which 
my  felf  was  concern'd. 

When  a  raw  Pra&itioner,  being  fent 
for  to  a  Perfon  labouring  under  a  very 
acute  Pain  on  the  Side,  I  caufed  him 
prefently  to  be  let  Blood,  which  I  knew 
by  the  Approbation  of  all,  was  the  prime 
Remedy  :  Afterwards  I  directed  as  cu« 
ftomary  alfo,  oily  "Draughts,  Sperma  Ceti 
Boles ,  with  a  pettoral  DecoElions  the 
Complaint  continuing,  I  repeated  Bleed¬ 
ing  ,  but  without  Advantage.  On  the 
third  Day,  a  Perfon  of  more  Experience, 
and  a  founder  Judgment,  was  call’d,  who 
prefently  taking  the  Cafe,  which  I  had 
miftaken,  order’d  a  volatile  Draught,  with 
one  Grain  of  Opium ,  which  with  a  few 
Spoonfuls  of  a  carminative  Mixture  be- 
2  tween 
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tween  whiles,  immediately  remov'd  the 
Ilinefs;  whence  I  was,  to  my  Di (credit, 
convinc'd,  there  was  occafion  to  reafon , 
as  well  as  to  obferve\  for  had  I,  as  a 
prudent  and  experienc’d  Man,  obferv’d, 
that  inftcad  of  a  hard  and  high  Pulfe,  we 
had  one  that  was  low  and  depreft,  in 
Place  of  an.  inflammatory  Urine  or  a 
fizy  Blood,  the  former  etude  and  pale, 
the  other  florid  5  nor  did  my  Patient  cry 
out  more  at  a  time  of  Coughing  or  deep* 
Breathing  than  at  another  >  Symptoms 
all  different  from  what  happens  in  the 
genuine  ! Tleurij ry  j  I  might  have  known 
this  Cafe  was  only  fpafmodic,  or  purely 
flatulent,  and  that  in  vain  were  all  my 
Endeavours,  treating  the  fame  as  an  In¬ 
flammation  ,  which  in  few  Minutes  I 
might  have  taken  off,  and  faved  my 
Patient’s  Blood ,  for  which  I  had  been 
anfwerablc,  had  he  mifcarry’d  thereby, 
or  had  not  a  more  expert  Practitioner 
flept  in  to  ranfom  him. 

I  have  inftanced  the  rather  in  this  Cafe, 
there  being  none  more  common  than  fuch 
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Spafms  or  Cramp-like  Complaints,  upon 
the  nervous  and  membranous  Parts  of 
the  Body,  alfo  frequently  on  thofe  of  the 
Trunk  or  Cheft  ,  imitating  both 
ripneumovy  and  Tleurify  :  In  which  nei¬ 
ther  Bleeding  nor  Expectorants,  however 
ferviceable  in  the  true  AffeCts  of  that  Kind, 
are  other  than  delufory  and  trifling  : 
And  where  nothing  takes  off  the  Com¬ 
plaint  like  an  Opiate,  proportionate  to 
the  Degree  thereof,  together  with  the 
Sal  C.  C.  Vol.  or  its  Spirit  per  Je  deftih 
which  I  have  found  much  more  fervice¬ 
able  on  thefe  Occafions  than  in  the  in¬ 
flammatory  Cafes,  tho’  here  alfo  it  is  cuflo« 
mary  to  give  them,  neither  muft  the  low- 
nefs  of  the  Pulfc  at  all  Times,  which  is 
the  EffeCt  of  the  Pain  arifing  from  the 
Spafm ,  hinder  the  giving  a  fuitable  Ano- 
dine  unlefs  forbid  by  fome  Diforder  in  the 
t*efpiratory  Organs;  as  in  cDyfpmeds  from 
pituitous  Infarctions  of  the  Eronchi£T 
or  other  Obftru&tons,  which  will  rife 
again  immediately  upon  removal  of  the 
Pain.  ’ 
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To  conclude :  As  the  Defign  of  the 
foregoing  was  to  caution  you  from 
taking  any  curative  Indications  from  Hy- 
poihefes  or  Theories  of  any  Kind,  which 
correfpond  not  with  Qbfervationy  or  are 
contraindicated  by  the  Touchftone  of 
Experience :  So  on  the  other,  to  perfuade 
the  ufe  of  Re&fon ,  in  forming  your  Qh- 
fervations ,  and  reducing  them  to  fuch 
Method,  that  upon  Occafion,  having  re¬ 
coin  le  thereto ,  you  may  readily  find 
out  thcT)ifeafey  with  the  Method,  which 
from  a  preceding  Succefs  under  the  fame 
Appearance,  had  proved  ferviceable  :  Nor 
by  any  Thing  1  have  faid,  would  I  have 
it  fuppofed,  that  you  are  fo  ty’d  down 
to  fi  in  pic  Experiment ,  but  that  wher¬ 
ever  there  is  room  for  it ,  you  may 
alio  argue  thereupon  ,  as  well  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Difeafe  you  encounter,  as 
the  Modus  of  Operation,  whereby  the 
Remedy  fubdues  the  fame  :  Which  yet 
m  Fevers,  particularly  of  the  nervous 
Kind  (the  Subject  chiefly  of  our  prefent 
Difcourfe)  is  not,  I  think,  to  much  Pur- 

pofe 
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pofe  :  However  fhould  you  at  any  Time 
hereafter  fee  Caufe  to  believe  other- 
wife,  I  would  enjoyn  you,  if  I  could,  for 
your  Patient’s  Advantage,  firftto  cure  him 
by  Obfervation ,  as  Nature ,  not  bufy  Art 
chalks  out  the  Way  ,  and  that  too  by 
.the  mod:  fimple  Medicines  Experience 
didates,  when  if  you  pleafe,  from  what 
Hypothecs  you  will,  either  Ehyfical  or 
Mechanical ,  you  may  explain  the  Procefs : 
I  cannot  perfuade  my  felf  you  will 
think  this  a  Eoftulate  unreafonablc,  for 
in  thofc  Cafes,  where  we  can  only  ar¬ 
gue  truly  of  rightly,  unlefs  a  pojleriori , 
or  that  all  we  offer  a  parte  ante ,  will 
be  deemedno  other  than  z gratis  cDi£ium_ 
it  is  now  foon  enough  to  begin  our  Rea¬ 
soning,  ex pofi  fa^lis,  which  whether  or 
no  fatisfadory  to  Convidion,  is  fure  to 
be  attended  with  this  Advantage  above 
the  other,  that  it  will  not  hurt  your  Pa¬ 
tient,  however  it  may  affed  your  own 
judgment  and  Reputation. 

I  am  too  well  appnfed  of  your  Can- 
dour,  to  doubt  your  taking  all  in  good 
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Part,  being  very  fenfible,  that  if  any 
thing  I  here  offer,  may  prove  inftru&ive 
to  others,  under  the  fame  Cover,  it  will 
be  equally  fatisfa&ory  to  your  felf,  as 
to 


SIR, 

Tour  Friend ,  and  very 
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SECOND  LETTER 

T  O  A 

* 

You  n  g  Physician, 

Directing  his  Regimen  for  the  Cure, 
and  his  Conduct  to  the  Sick. 


Medio  tutijfimus  ibis .  Ovid; 


‘ Dear  cDoffor, 

N  my  former,  having  advis’d  you  to 
trull  to  no  Hypothefes  or  Theories >  in 
*  your  Attendance  upon  Fevers  5  or 
borrowing  thence  any  curative  Indica¬ 
tions,  which  can  be  of  no  Advantage  to 
your  Patient,  any  farther  than  fupported 

L  3  hy 
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by  Observation ,  or  confirm’d  by  Experi¬ 
ence  :  I  fhall  in  this  take  Occafion  to  deli, 
yermy  Thoughts  with  the  like  Freedom* 
concerning  the  Regimen *  I  mean  the  Medi¬ 
cinal?  moll  fukable  to  the  various  Kinds 

«.  t  *  t  A  ' 

thereof  j  fuch  as  I  have  obferved  mo  ft 
available*  and  by  which  you  may  run  the 
leaft  hazard  of  your  Patienfs  Life,  as  well 
as  your  own  Credit*  when  other  Gentle¬ 
men*  if  of  Probity  equal  to  their  Lear¬ 
ning*  fnall  happen  to  be  call’d  in  upon 
you. 

But  before  I  enter  upon  this*  I  will 
here  give  you  fome  general  Definitions 
of  the  Difeafe*  as  well  as  touch  upon  the 
Subdivifions  thereof 

Firft*  I  obferve  Difputes*  as  to  the  very 
Bffence  of  a  Fever*  among  the  Mechani¬ 
cians  themfelves !  Thus 

A  Fever*  according  to  Dr.  Rite  aim 
A  is  nothing  more  than  an  increafed  Velo¬ 
city  of  the  Blood's  Motion*  to  which  an¬ 
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other  of  the  fame  Form  b  anfwers,  that; 
it  is  fir  ft  of  all  a  great  Miftake  in  thofc 
who  judge  of  the  Velocity  of  the  Blood, 
by  the  frequency  or  quicknefs  of  the  Pulfe; 
as  if  a  quick  Pulfe  always  indicated  an 
increafed  Velocity.  And  zdly,  a  grea¬ 
ter,  to  define  a  Fever  by  an  encreafed  Ve¬ 
locity  of  the  Blood  :  For  nothing  is  more 
manifeft  to  Experience  than  this,  that  the 
Velocity  of  the  Blood  may  be  encreafed 
extremely  without  a  Fever ,  as  upon  vio. 
lent  Motion,  hard  Drinking,  or  the  like; 
and  on  the  contrary,  its  Velocity  is  often¬ 
times  diminifh’d,  as  appears  from  the 
great  weaknefs  of  the  Pulfe  in  the  word 
of  Fevers.  So  that  a  Fever  with  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  ,  confifts  in  a  preternatural  Heat 
and  Rarefa&ion  of  the  Blood,  attended 
with  Inflammation, Dilatation  of  the  blood 
Veffels,  and  a  conlequent  Compreffurc 
and  Obflipation  ( for  you  know  tbefe  Feo- 
pie  delight  m  odd  Words)  of  the  Lym- 


b  Morgan  in  his  Pliilofophical  Principles. 
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phaticks  and  glandular  Strainers  :  And 
according  to  the  different  Degree  and 
Quantity  of  thefe  Caufes,  there  will  par¬ 
ticular  Fevers  arife,  of  a  higher  or  lower 
Rank,  and  whofe  Symptoms  will  be  more 
or  lefs  numerous,  grievous  and  threatning, 
in  proportion  to  the  Degree  of  Force, 
and  particular  determination  of  thefe  ge¬ 
neral  Caufes :  And  therefore  is  it  plainly 
impoflible  inhis  Opinion,  and  the  Attempt 
perfedly  chimerical  ,  to  reduce  Fevers 
to  any  certain  and  determinate  Number, 
under  proper  and  fpecific  Names,  fo  as 
to  exclude  any  new  Forms  or  Appear¬ 
ances  5  fuch  as  might  give  Occallon  for 
fome  other  Specification  :  For  from  the 
different  Degrees  of  Quantity  andRarefac- 
tion,  Inflammation  and  Obftruftion,  in 
Fevers,  the  different  irregular  Flux  and 
determination  of  the  Blood  and  other 
animal  Fluids,  in  particular  Cafes,  innu¬ 
merable  Symptoms  may  arife,  fome  new 
ones  every  Day,  which  had  not  been  ob- 
ferv  d  before. 

Bellinis  Opinion  of  Fevers  we  have 
already  lay'd  do  wn  in  our  former.  A 
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A  late  Writer  upon  the  fame  Sub- 
j  eft, c  who  has  taken  many  Axioms  from 
him,  acquaints  us,  that  an  unufttal  or 
preternatural  heat ,  along  with  a  frequen¬ 
cy  or  quicknefs  of  Fulfe,  denotes  a  Fe¬ 
ver  \  but  this  is  liable  to  the  fame  Ob~ 
jection  as  the  former,  finec  whatever 
quickens  the  Pulfe,  will  bring  on  Heat, 
as  we  have  inftanced  in  Perfons  quicken¬ 
ing  their  Pace  to  make  themfclves  warm, 
and  as  in  the  Cafe  of  drinking  over¬ 
much  ftrong  Liquors  :  But  the  fame 
Perfon  doth  acknowledge  that  the  fre •» 
quency  of  the  Fulfe  alone  does  not  conjli- 
tute  the  E (fence  of  a  Fever ,  till  it  dege¬ 
nerates  into  a  Celerity ,  nor  Purely  then^ 
if  there  be  no  other  Attendant. 

The  excellent  Boerhaave  is  more  full 
in  his  Explication  $  d  for  tho’  with  the 
reft,  he  tells  us,  whatever  a  Phyftcian  can 
difcover  of  a  Fever ,  is  to  be  found  by 
the  quick  Pulfe,  which  hath,  for  its 


c  Criticon  Febrium  by  Dr.  Strother. 
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! 

Caufe  a  quicker  Contraction  of  the 
Heart,  owing  to  the  reciprocal  Influx  of 
the  Liquidum  Nervofum ,  with  greater 
frequency  than  at  other  Times,  dif 
penfed  to  the  Mufcles  and  to  the  Cavi¬ 
ties  of  the  fame  Part,  from  whofe  irre¬ 
gular  Influx,  the  Pulfe  will  fometimes 
vary,  as  flower,  fafter,  or  intermitting: 
But  then  to  difference  this  Velocity  in 
Fevers,  from  that  which  may  arife  upon 
other  Occafions,  he  fays  farther,  that 
it  muft  be  attended  at  its  firft  Onfet  with 
a  Chill ,  a  Rigour  or  a  Tremor ,  after  which 
enfuesthe  Heat,  greater  or  lefs,  of  lon¬ 
ger  or  fliorter  Durance,  according  to 
the  Nature  of  the  Fever  ;  for  as  thefe  are 
more  or  lefs  vehement,  there  will  arife 
either  the  acute  or  the  flow  Fever,  but 
in  every  one,  proceeding  from  an  in¬ 
ward  Caufe,  there  muft  be  the  Horri - 
pulatioy  as  well  as  the  Fulfils  velox  & 
Celer ,  infect etus. 

It  were  both  needlefs  and  ufelefs  to 
enter  farther  upon  the  Definition  of  a 
Difeafe,  with  whofe  real  Nature  we  are 

fo 
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fo  little  acquainted,  and  therefore  very 
prudently  hath  Heivetius  e  fallen  upon 
the  fared:  Method,  where  he  informs  his 
Reader  that  a  Fever ,  as  other  acute  Dif- 
eafes,  is  better  deferib'd  than  defin'd. 
Thus  when  we  fee  a  Perfon  feiz'd  with 
a  preternatural  Heat,  and  Quicknefs  of 
his  Pulfe,  we  are  not  to  fay  that  fuch  a 
Perfon  is  in  a  Fever,  unlefsthefe  Symp¬ 
toms  are  accompany'd  with  fome  Dif- 
order  in  the  natural  Funftions  5  for  the 
heat  and  quick  Pulfe  may  happen  with¬ 
out  a  Fever ,  as  before  obferv'd. 

In  regard  likewife  to  its  Ejfence ,  fo 
aifo  to  the  Caufe,  there  is  Variety  of 
Opinions:  Bellini  and  Borelli ,  the  two 
principal  of  the  Mechanicians ,  as  we 
have  before  intimated,  allow  of  nothing 
elfe  than  Motion,  Quantity  or  Quality 
in  the  Blood, j  increafed  or  diminifh’d, 
one  or  all  of  them,  but  which  or  how, 
feems  difficultly  explain'd,  to  conduce 
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to  the  Production  of  the  feveral  Species 
thereof.  This  is  faid  to  be  a  very  lucky 
Invention,  as  furely  it  muft  be  granted* 
could  the  feveral  Appearances  therein 
be  fat isfact only  explained*  without  re¬ 
curring  to  precarious  Hypothefes  $  or  that 
we  could  thence  take  better  Indications 
for  the  Cure*  than  from  fome  others, 
who  have  placed  the  fame  in  a  fer¬ 
menting  Matter 7  or  a  dtfturbed  Mixture  of 
the  Mafs ,  an  Acrimony  of  the  Juices 
breaking  the  Globules ,  and  jhedding  a 
poifonous  Liquor  thereinto  3  contrary  to 
which  laft  I  find  the  forefaid  Author  de¬ 
livering  his  Opinion*  f  viz. 

*  That  all  Fevers  are  caufed  by  fome 

*  grofs  indigeftible  Humour,  contain'd  in 
€  the  Lymph  a  or  Serum  of  the  Blood, 

€  whilft  the  Globules  are  unconcern’d, 

4  ftagnating  as  it  were  in  the  Lymph  a - 

*  tic  Vejfels . 

And  according  to  the  Griticon,  c  the 
€  Mafs  at  thcfe  Times  contains  fome 


1 
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<  unufual  Mixture  of  extraneous  Qua- 
c  iities  and  Matter,  which  makes  the 

*  Motion  thereof  irregular,  and  keeps  it 
4  out  of  order,  till  the  fame  is  fepara- 
c  ted  therefrom  :  This  is  what  gives 
€  rife  to  ail  the  Symptoms  that  in  Fe« 

*  vers  fo  grievoufly  afflict  our  Oeconomy : 
c  And  tho*  Bellini  doth  aflert  there 
€  is  nothing  farther  contain'd  in  the 
c  Blood,  fave  its  different  Quantities  of 

*  Matter,  by  which  it  fills  the  Veflels  to 
c  a  certain  Pitch,  with  its  Degrees  of 
c  Velocity ,  which  are  but  the  Refult  of 

*  the  more  or  lefs  aftive  Qualities  con- 
4  tain  d  therein  3  yet  no  Man  can  prafticai- 
c  ly  affure  you,  whether  the  bare  encreafc 
4  of  she  Velocity  of  the  Blood's  Motion, 

*  may  not  ratify  its  Particles,  and  fill 
4  each  Section  of  the  Veflels  in  an 

*  equal  Degree,  as  if  the  Quantity  had 

*  been  really  encreafed.  & 

Be  this,  however,  as  it  will,  and  our 
Ignorance  of  the  effential  Caufes  of  Fc- 
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vers  as  great  as  it  may  be,  that  there  rs 
fomcwhat  foreign  to  Nature  got  into 
the  Blood  at  thefe  Times,  is  beyond 
Controverfy,  and  evident  furely  by  her 
LuEtus  or  Strife  to  get  clear  thereof  5  of 
which  we  have  for  Witnefles  our  Senfes, 
When  any  poifonous  Drug  is  taken  into 
the  Body,  occaftoning  the  like  Diftur- 
bance,  as  is  rais’d  frequently  therein,  by 
fome  malignant  Fever,  ftich  as  Third:, 
dry  and  black  Tongue,  enormous  Vo¬ 
miting  or  Loofnefs,  fhedding  of  the  Hair, 
breaking  out  on  the  Skin,  with  other 
deadly  Symptoms,  unlefs  fhe  happens 
to  get  the  Victory,  in  a  hard  Struggle 
for  Life :  Why  then  fhould  we  doubt  but 
that  fome  noxious  Particles  fhut  in,  that 
ought  to  have  perfpir'd  >  or  others  en¬ 
tering  from  without,  either  infpir'd  with 
the  Atmofphere ,  entering  by  the  Pores, 
fwallow’d  with  our  Food,  or  finding 
any  way  Admittance,  may  not  be  able  to 
raife  an  Effervefcence  or  Perturbation  of 
like  Kind,  to  the  endangering,  if  not 
fubverting  of  the  Animal  Fabrick  ?• 

That 
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That  this  Liquor  of  the  Blood  is  ca¬ 
pable,  and  does  naturally  undergo  a  Sort 
of  Fermentation,  feems  plainly  deduce- 
able  from  the  Heterogeneity  of  its  Parts, 
I  mean  thofe  compofing  the  fame,  viz. 
our  Aliments,  which  in  their  Commi¬ 
nution,  admixt  with  thofe  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  together  with  that  of  the  Salival 
convey'd  along  with  them  5  and  after 
entering  the  cDuodenum>  the  bilious  and 
pancreatic ,  being  thus  convey'd  into 
the  Mafs,  by  the  Thoracic  Duft,  they 
cannot,  I  fay,  mifs  fermenting  and  raifing 
a  Heat  therein,  which  from  a  natural  De¬ 
gree  may,  by  divers  Caufes,  (as  in  the 
Cafe  of  Fevers)  become  preternatu - 
rah 

For,  as  Helvetius  has  pertinently  no¬ 
ted,  h  ‘  the  Blood  has  a  threefold  Mo- 
4  tion,  the  one  of  Fluidity,  common 
4  to  other  Liquors,  the  fecond  protru - 
‘  five  from  the  Impulfe  of  the  Heart  and 
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€  Arteries,  herein  differing  from  thofe, 
€  a  third  fermentative ,  or  a  Motion 
c  throughout  of  all  its  Parts  5  this  (fays 
he)  *  I  call  Inteftine ,  agreeable  to  all 
«  Fluids,  under  a  State  of  Fermentation? 

*  producing  the  various  Humours  of 
‘  which  it  confifts,  and  giving  warmth 
<  to  all  the  Parts.  The  Motion  of  the 

*  Air  is  not  the  Principle  of  this  Fluid!* 
«  ty,  which  rather  coagulates  the  fame* 
«  as  foon  as  expos'd  thereto  :  This  Qua- 

*  lity  is  therefore  owing  to  the  Motion 

*  of  the  Solids ,  through  which  it  paffes, 

*  together  with  the  fermentative  Moth 

*  on  within  it  felf.  The  protrufive  Mo- 

*  tion  is  then  from  the  Heart  and  the 

*  folid  Parts,  the  fermentative  from  its 

*  own  diffimilar  ones  5  for  being  a  Com- 

*  pound  made  up  of  various  Particles,  it 
6  cannot  fail  of  containing  thofe  which 
e  are  capable  of  Fermentation ,  when 
£  inch  Particles  occur,  by  Reafon  of  the 
f  Collu&ation  thence  arifing,  together 

with  the  violent  Commotion  thereof. 

€  In 
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c  In  vain  is  this  deny’d  which  is  fo 
f  manifeft,  fuch  as  the  Heat  thereby  a- 
c  riling,  and  communicated  throughout 
c  the  Body,  the  Formation  of  the  Bile> 
c  Saliva ,  and  other  Humors,  with  their 
€  Power  of  RarifaCtion,  which  can  only 
‘  arife  from  this  inward  Motion  of  the 
e  feveral  Particles  i  call  it  Ejfervefcence , 
c  Ebullition ,  or  what  you  pleafe,  wc 
‘  fhall  call  it  Fermentation  5  and  that  a 
6  Fever  is  to  be  no  otherwife  confider’d 
c  than  a  Difeafe  arifing  from  fome  un- 
c  ufual  Ferment ,  ftirred  up  among  the 
€  Humors  of  the  Blood,  difturbing  both 

*  thole  natural  Motions  and  Functions  of 

*  the  Body,  taking  rile  from  feveral 
c  Caufes,  as  the  cold  Air,  a  Debauch  in 
c  eating  and  drinking'5  whereby  fome 
<  Parts  of  the  Aliment  or  Liquors  taken 
c  down,  being  hindred  from  perfpiring, 
c  or  unduly  retained  in  the  Blood,  will 
‘  give  a  quick  and  large  Acceffion  to 
c  luch  as  are  difpofed  to  ferment  5  and 
€  whence  will  come  on  a  brisker  Fer+ 

1  mentation y  that  is  a  Fever . 

M 
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And  this.  Sir,  1  think,  is  farther  mani- 
feft,  by  what  we  call  the  Crifis  there¬ 
of,  which  is  nothing  more  than  the 
lame  Fermentation  finifli'd,  when  the 
Blood,  now  as  it  were  defpum’d  (after 
the  Manner  of  other  Liquors  under  that 
State,  fome  of  which  require  a  longer, 
others  a  fhorter  Space  for  the  fame) 
the  Strife  ceafeth,  if  Nature  gets  the 
better  5  and  the  Mafs  by  Degrees  reco« 
vering  its  former  Condition,  Health  is 
again  reftored  5  other  wife  being  unable 
to  accomplifh  the  Work,  fhe  is  forced 
to  fink  down  under  the  Confiid. 

Let  this  now  fuffice,  as  to  the  general 
Caufe  and  diagnoftic  Signs  of  Fevers,  the 
Prognoftics  whereof  muft  be  gather’d 
from  the  Nature  and  Tendency  of  the 
Fever  it,  felf  5  as  whether  to  the  benign 
or  malign  Species,  or  complicate  with 
Symptoms  more  or  lefs  formidable ; 
of  which  farther  in  our  Obfervation  of 
the  feverai  Sorts  of  them. 

in  the  divifion  of  this  Difeafe,  we 
find  alio  as  great  Variety  as  in  the  de¬ 
finitions^ 
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finition  ;  that  of  the  Antients  was  the 
Synochns  [implex  ac putrida ,  the  Caufus  or 
Ardent ,  the  Hetiic ,  Intermittent  and 
Malignant .  The  two  firft  went  under 
the  Name  of  trvv^xvsy  the  laft  was  deno¬ 
minated  <rwoxk  •  The  former  differing 
little  otherwife  than  in  its  lefs  or  greater 
Heat  and  Continuance.  The  mildeft  or 
lowed  Degree  of  all  is  term’d  Ephemera 9 

as  ending  in  a  Day;  yet  fometimes  run- 

\  *  *  > 

ning  out  to  greater  Length,  viz .  two  or 
three.  Oppofite  to  the  Cdufus  or  burn¬ 
ing  Lever,  is  the  Colliquative ,  when  in- 
dead  of  the  violent  Heat  enfue  as  extreme 
Sweats,  in  which  the  Sick  is,  as  it 
were,  inftantly  melted  down,  the  Humors 
going  off,  either  by  the  Pores  of  the 
Skin,  or  by  fome  other  profufe  Eva^ 
cuations,  viz.  Stool  or  Urine,  as  in 
the  Diabetes  5  alfo  the  Epiala  tdriufque 
Generis ,  in  one  of  which  the  internal 
'Parts  feem  cold,  whilft  the  external  are 
hot  5  in  the  other  the  internal  Parts  are 
hot,  whilft  the  external  ones  are  cold. 
To  the  former  alfo  belong  the  common 

M  2  lnfhtnii 
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Inflammatory,  which  from  the  Part  af- 
fe&ed,  takes  its  Name  of  Anginalis  s 
CP er  pneumonic  a,  Pleuritis,  and  the  like  : 
To  the  latter  are  adjoin'd,  by  fome,  the 
Eruptive,  fuch  as  the  Variolous ,  Mor bil¬ 
ious  y  the  Eryfipelatous,  Miliaris ,  Rubeo¬ 
la,  Rajhy  and  Petechial  5  tho*  the  for¬ 
mer,  I  thinks  fhould  more  properly  be 
number'd  among  thofe  of  the  inflam¬ 
matory  Oafs, 

Others  have  differenced  them  only  as 
Remitting,  Intermitting  and  Continual  % 
whilft  a  modern  Author  i  has  farther 
confounded  us  with  unheard  of  Terms 
of  Flatulent,  Influent,  Effluent,  Infla - 
tulent,  E fflatulent,  Influo- colliquative, 
and  Effluo-colliquative,  with  the  like 
new  Phrafes,  minted  in  a  CountryTown  % 
and  with  feme  other  Mathematical  Dif- 
coveries  brought  lately  to  us  in  London . 
Proceeding  now, 

c  Fevers ,  faith  Helvetius ,  kmay  be  dif- 
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*  tinguifh’d  as  Intermitting  and  Conti - 

*  nual s  all  of  them  are  occafiond  by 
6  fome  Alteration  in  the  juices  or  Hu- 
€  mors,  with  which  the  Lympha  is  clog’d; 

and  which  are  not  thrown  oft  all  at 

*  once;  Part  of  them  unite  with  the 
c  Lymph  a,  and  are  difcharg’d  into  the 
‘  cPr'tm£  Via>  the  Stomach  and  Gutsj 
€  where  affembling,  they  tumultuate  and 
c  corrupt  the  Aliment  5  after  which  be- 
£  ing  here  difingaged  again,  they  are 
4  thrown  into  the  Blood,  and  raife  a 

*  Fever  $  when  continuing  to  be  diflol- 
1  ved  and  difcharged  without  Inter  mif- - 

*  fan,  the  Fever  is  continual:  But  when 
‘  to  unfold  and  expand  themfelves,  they 

*  require  any  Bated  Time,  as  feveral 
4  Hours  or  Days,  they  caufe  intermit » 

‘  ting  Fevers^  whether  Quotidian ,  Ter- 
c  tian ,  or  Quartan ;  the  Difference  de- 
c  pending  on  the  Quality  of  the  Humor, 

€  the  Facility  with  which  it  difmgageth 
4  it  felf,  and  the  Time  it  takes  up  to  get 

*  clear  of  the  Lymph  a ,  and  to  pafs  thro? 
c  the  Trim#  Vice. 

M  1 
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c  Dr.  ‘Pitcairn  hath  differenc’d  them 
f  as  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate.  1  A  Le- 
c  git  mate  Fever  makes  its  Onfet  with- 
£  out  any  Senfe  of  Cold  or  Shaking,  that 
£  is,  when  there  is  no  other  Difeafe 
£  accompanying. 

£  The  Illegitimate,  is  when  the  Fever 

O' 

€  is  attended  with  fome  other  Difeafe, 

\ 

€  or  if  to  an  augmented  Velocity  of  the 
£  Blood  (by  which  you  have  heard  he 
€  defines  the  Diftemper  in  general)  fome 
£  other  Fault  therein,  or  in  the  Solids \ 
£  is  alfo  join’d,  as  a  Lentor  in  the  fame, 

£  or  fome  internal  Ulcer  $  for  then  the 
£  Difeafe  is  not  a  fimple  Fever,  but  com- 
4  plicated,  or  with  an  adjund,  which  is 
€  to  be  confider’d  in  the  Cure  :  So  that 
£  if  the  Caufe  producing  a  Fever,  part 
£  of  which  alfo  is  an  agumented  Veloci- 
£  ty  of  the  Blood,  produces  a  new  Pe- 
*  riod,  in  any  given  Time,  before  the  fore- 
4'  going  quite  ceafcs,  the  Difeafe  will  be 
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c  a  continu'd  periodic  Fever :  But  if  it 
f  docs  not  produce  a  new  Period,  untiil 
c  a  certain  Time  after  the  former  has 
c  finish'd  its  Courfe,  it  is  then  call’d  an 
c  intermitting  Fever.  In  both,  therc- 
1  fore,  whether  a  continued  Periodic , 
c  or  an  Intermittent ,  according  to  the 
c  Number  of  Hours  between  the  Peri- 

*  ods,  it  is  Quotidian ,  a  Tertian,  or  a 
c  Quartan:  So  that  the  Sum  of  all  in 
c  this  Gentleman’s  own  Words  is,  that 
c  a  Fever  is  an  equable  Augmentation  of 
c  the  Blood  s  Circulation ,  either  remit - 
L  ting  or  intermitting . 

c  Or  a  Fever  ( according  to  the  fame) 

1  may  be  otherways  diftinguifh’d,  as  al- 
c  ready  obferv’d,  into  an  Ephemera  of 
‘  one  or  more  Days,  a  Jimple  Synochus , 
c  or  a  Fever  from  Rarifaftion,  a  putrid 
c  or  continent  one,  and  a  HeElic ,  which 

*  goes  on  uniformly,  excepting  that  the 
4  Pulfe  and  Heat  are  {lightly  rais’d  after 
‘  eating. 

‘  All  thefe  ( faith  he)  arc  legitimate 
c  and  fimple  Fevers  fo  call’d,  confiding 
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c  of  many  Periods,  and  free  from  Re- 
<  mijjions  and  IntermiJJions  $  nor  do 
£  they  in  any  Manner  differ,  [if  you  cm 
give  Credit  thereto )  4  than  in  the  Degree 
<■  of  the  Velocity  in  the  Circulation  of 
c  the  Blood,  and  the  confequent  Rari- 
£  faction  and  Heat,  the  EfFeft  of  both  5 
€  the  various  Degrees  of  which  produce 
e  Symptoms,  which  to  the  unskilful  (/ 
wifb  they  prove  not  fo  at  jome  times  to 
the  more  skilful)  c  may  feem  to  be  very 
£  divers,  or  of  another  Kind. 

c  The  following,  which  for  your  great- 
c  er  Satisfaction,  I  have  here  inferted,  is 
‘  taken  from  Profeffor  Boerhaave ,  m  who 
*  informs  his  Pupils,  that  a  Fever  is 
c  always  the  Companion  of  fome  In- 
c  flammation ,  either  continual ,  remitting 
c  or  intermitting ;  the  moft  Pimple  of 
c  the  continual  being  on  all  Sides  agreed 
£  to  be  the  Ephemera  or  ’Diaria ,  arif- 
£  ing  from  violent  Exercife,  or  fome 
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c  Trefpafs  in  the  Non-naturals  ;  partial- 

*  larly  eating  and  drinking  fomething 
‘  difasreeablc,  which  is  to  be  remov’d 
<  by  Reft,  Abftinence  and  Dilution  :  If 
c  it  holds  longer  than  a  Day,  it  is  named 
€  a  continual  imputrid  Fever ,  and  then 
1  may  ftand  in  need  of  Bleeding  and  Re~ 

4  frigerants,  The  Continual  Putrid  or 
€  Synochus  Putris,  arifeth  alfo  from  a 

fimple  Inflammation  or  Obftrudtion  of 
c  the  Bowels,  through  the  Perfpirationt 

*  diforder’d ;  this  is  difcover’d  by  its 

*  pungent  Heat,  irregular  Pulfe,  thick 
c  high  colour’d  Urine,  fometimes  turbid, 

*  tho’  at  others  crude,  without  a  Sedi- 
c  ment  $  and  muft  be  differently  attempt- 
c  cd,  according  to  Indications  from  the 
4  Variety  of  attending  Symptoms,  the 
c  Condition  of  Life,  and  the  Time  or 
4  State  of  the  Difeafe  5  and  thefe  are 
€  call’d  Continent es  five  cvv&xtg,  having 

*  no  Remiffion  of  their  Heat  :  <rmxu$ 

‘  vero  feu  Continues  appellantur ,  qua 

*  continue  fant  remit  tent  as . 

The 
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c  The  Ardent ,  called  alfo  Caufus ,  is  a 
£  diftinct  Species,  fo  named  from  its  in- 
£  tenfc  Heat,  great  Thirft,  difficult  Brea- 
£  thing,  with  the  dry  Tongue,  Anxiety, 
‘  Reftlefsnefs :  Which  may  alfo  befall 
c  thofe  who  take  long  Journeys  in  hot 
£  Weather,  or  feed  much  upon  acrid  and 
€  fpicy  Foods,  with  ftrong  inflaming  Li- 
€  quors ;  this  being  one  of  the  mo  ft  acute 
€  Fevers  we  have,  deftroying  the  Patient 
1  often  before  the  fourth  Day ,  feldom 
*  holding  out  to  the  feventh.’ 

The  laft  Divifion  I  fhall  take  Notice 
of,  in  relation  to  Fevers,  is  that  from  Dr. 
Strother  n,  who  divides  them  all  into  Ar¬ 
dent  and  Hectical :  Under  both  Kinds 
comprehending  the  Jimflle2tn<\  putrid  Syno- 
chits ,  as  alfo  the  or  malignant .  The 

firft  he  faith  has  a  quick  Pulfe,  Heat,  and 
high  coloured  Urine  with  a  copious  Se¬ 
diment,  and  lafts  feven  Days  without  Re- 
miilion;  the  fecondhasthe  fame  Appear* 
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ances,  but  in  a  greater  Degree,  acquiring 
fundry  Names  from  its  various  attending 
Symptoms,  as  Elodes ,  Ajfodes,  Epiala , 
Rheumatica,  Rleuriticay  Anginofa,  Ery- 
fipelatofia ,  &c.  The  latter  is  a  continual 
Fever  of  the  worft  fort,  ulher’d  in  with 
the  moft  threatning  Appearances,  as  the 
dry  and  black  Tongue,  Vigil  <rDelirium> 
Subfultus ,  pale,  draw- coloured,  uncon- 
coded  Urine,*  which  is  farther  fubdi- 
vided  into  the  Simple ,  Malignant ,  Refit- 
lential  and  Reftis ,  bringing  them  all  how¬ 
ever  under  the  forefaid,  two-fold  Denomi¬ 
nation  5  for  if  the  Heat  be  either  above 
or  below  the  natural  Standard ,  we  ei¬ 
ther  burn  with  a  Caufus ,  or  are  afflided 
with  a  Hetdick  :  Thefe  two,  viz.  Ardent 
and  Heffical,  according  to  our  Author^ 
contain  the  fummary  of  Fevers,  whilft 
their  Extremes  are  the  occafion  of  all  the 
fupervening  Symptoms,  if  we  add  fome 
Qualities  conjoyn'd,  from  whence  they 
may  be  faid  to  have  their  Ejje.  For 
if  the  fiery  Particles  are  plentiful  in  re¬ 
gard  of  the  humid  ones,  the  Ardent  is 

pro- 
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produced  $  but  if  the  humid  or  ferous 
fuperabound  the  Heltical :  And  this  he 
will  have  to  be  alfo  the  raoft  ufeful  Di~ 
vifion  of  them  ,  under  which  are  con¬ 
tain’d  both  Intermitting ,  Remitting  and 
Continual,  as  well  as  the  Malignant :  The 
Eruptive  are  reckon’d  of  a  neutral  Sort ; 
but  in  the  farther  profecution  of  the  fame 
Subjeft,  he  tells  us,  that  if  wc  rightly  con- 
fider,  we  fhall  find  that  Fevers  differ  only 
in  "Degrees ;  that  an  Ephemera  is  the 
lighted  of  all,  where  the  Urine  fettles 
at  the  very  beginning  5  that  this  Ephe¬ 
mera  may  turn  to  a  Synochus  Simplex,  and 
that  to  a  Tut  rid,  which  has  its  Remif- 
fions  and  Exacerbations ,  but  no  certain 
Inter mijjions :  And  this  Rutrid  may  de° 
generate  into  a  Malignant  5  that  each  may 
turn  to  an  Intermittent ,  which  begins 
with  Coldnefs,  as  docs  the  Remit¬ 
ting  ;  whilft  the  Malign  comes  on  with 
Rigor  if  of  the  keltic  Species,  but  a  Hor¬ 
ror  when  of  the  Ardent :  So  that  all  are 
attended  either  with  Algors,  Rigors  or 
Horrors ,  returning  with  each  "Paroxyfm 

of 
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of  the  Intermittent,  but  not  fo  in  the 
Remittent ,  where  the  fame  appears  only 
at  the  firft,  unlefs  fhifting  as  they  do 
frequently,  the  Continual  remitting,  the 
Remitting  growing  into  Continual \  and 
both  running  into  Intermittent s :  A  plain 
Indication,  faith  he ,  of  their  differing 
only  in  the  more  or  lefs . 

This  laft  Divifion  of  Fevers,  however 
concife,  yet  borrowing  a  Term  that  may 
occafion  Confufion,  I  mean  that  of  hec¬ 
tical,  which  is  appropriate  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  Species,  with  which  thofe  our  Author 
here  intends,  have  no  Agreement,  unlefs 
in  their  milder  Heat,  than  have  the  Ar¬ 
dent  Kind,  I  would  rather  diftinguifhthem 
as  Sanguinary  and  Nervous:  Not  that 
we  are  to  fuppofe  the  Blood  in  the  latter 
to  be  unconcern'd,  but  that  together  there¬ 
with,  fome  deleterious  or  morbid  Im~ 
preflion  is  alfo  fix'd  upon  the  fluid  of 
the  Nerves ,  either  fomeway  impeding  its 
Secretion  at  the  fountain  Head,  the  Brain, 
or  a  difpence  thereof  by  the  proper  Tubes 
of  Conveyance,  to  the  Heart,  Lungs  and 
1  other 
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other  Parts  of  the  Machine $  hence  the 
difficulty  of  Refpiration,  as  well  as  Cir¬ 
culation  to  the  Blood  5  the  Sufpiria,  with 
Oppreffion  on  the  Tracordia  j  the  low, 
creeping  and  intermitting  Pulfe;  the  pro¬ 
bation  of  Spirits,  and  Languor  that  comes 
on,  and  fuddenly  deftroys  the  Sick  la¬ 
bouring  under  the  fame* 

Thefe  indeed  are  the  Febres  Mali  Moris, 
ac  pejjimse  Indolis ,  which  the  common 
People  (having  doubtlefs  been  fo  taught 
by  fome  of  the  Faculty )  call  Fevers  of, 
or  on  the  Spirits  5  which  if  fo  or  not, 
yet  may  ferve  perhaps  better  to  direft  the 
Regimen ,  than  that  of  the  Heel i cal. 

Under  the  firft,  viz .  the  Sanguineous^ 
I  would  have  comprehended  all  of  the 
inflammatory  Kind,  fuch  as  are  attended 
with  great  Effervefcenee  or  Ebullition  in 
the  Blood,  with  itrong  and  high  Pulfe, 
deep  Urine, great  Thirft, Inquietude,  Vigil, 
Phrenfy,  &c.  The  particular  Fevers  under 
which  Appellation,  are  thofe  which  ac. 
company  the  Angina  eripnenmony  fP leu- 
rify ,  and  all  fuch  as  are  attended  with. 
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or  have  adjoyned  to  them,  either  a  gene¬ 
ral  or  particular  ‘Plethora  of  the  Vefiels* 
or  exceflive  Rarifa&ion  in  the  Blood, 

Among  the  Eruptives ,  under  the  fame, 
I  fhould  reckon  the  Small  Pox ,  Meajles 
and  Scarlet  Fever ,  whilft  fonie  others  of 
the  Rafhy ,  Miliary ,  but  efpecially  the 
Petechial as  having  the  Symptoms  juft 
before  enumerated,  fome  or  other  of 
them  attending,  fhould  be  placed  under 
the  Nervous .  And  the  Intermittent  may 

ftand  Neuter ,  if  truly  fuch,  at  leaft  di- 
ftinguifhable  only  as  primary  and  fecon - 

dary :  By  the  firft  underfianding  the  com¬ 
mon  Ague  5  by  the  laft,  the  Synochus  or 
any  other  continent  Fever ,  after  fome 
Days,  taking  the  type  of  an  Intermittent , 
cither  quotidian  or  tertian ;  which  being 
duly  form’d,  admits  of  the  fame  Cure 
with  the  Ague  if  felf. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  feveral'Z)^ 
finitions  and  Pivijlons  of  Fevers  which  I 
found  nigh  at  Hand,  and  will  haften  to 
the  Cure,  prefenting  you  firft  with  an 
Effay  towards  the  fame,  in  the  mechani- 
i  cal 


ip* 
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cal  Way,  from  a  Gentleman  I  have  al¬ 
ready  often  quoted,  the  learned  *P  it  cairn.  ° 
4  Firft,  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  Cure  of 

*  every  legitimate  Fever,  accompany’d 
£  by  no  others,  is  moft  expeditioufly 
c  done  by  Bleeding,  and  by  Remedies 

*  that  abate  the  Blood's  Rarifa&ion  ^  fuch 
€  as  Sugar  of  Lead,  purify  *d  Niter,  Spi- 
€  rit  of  Sulphur,  Juice  of  Lemons,  di- 

*  Bill'd  Vinegar,  Emulfions  of  the  cold 
c  Seeds,  and  more  efpecially  Biifters, 
€  which  draw  off  part  of  the  Serum  too 
€  much  rarify'd  %  and  thefe  are  the  Re- 
€  medies  to  be  ufed  in  every  legitimate 

*  Fever,  till  we  have  the  good  luck  to 
c  find  out  one,  that  will  immediately  a- 
1  bate  the  Blood's  Rarifa&ion,  and  di- 

*  minifh  its  circular  Motion ,  without 
g  bringing  on  worfe  Symptoms. 

c  Secondly,  you  are  carefully  to  ob- 

*  ferve,  that  you  do  not  eafily  adminifter 
f  Sudorifics  in  thefe  Fevers,  becaufe  they 
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c  will  keep  up  the  augmented  Velocity 
1  and  Rarif action  much  longer,  and  we 
c  ought  never  to  prefcribe  fuch,  but  when 
‘  there  are  Signs  of  ConcoEiion  (which 
€  before  were  not)  in  the  Urine  :  And 

*  fuch  Skns  will  denote  it  not  to  be  a 

O 

c  legitimate  Fever  in  every  refpecf,  but 
c  a  Companion  to  fome  other  Difeafe, 
‘  which  arifcs  from  a  Vifcidity  of  Hu- 

*  mours  capable  of  ConcoEiion . 

c  And  Thirdly,  when  this  Vifcidity  be- 
c  gins  to  be  fo  broken,  as  to  be  capable 
c  of  Separation  in  the  Kidneys  with  the 
f  Serum,  it  is  a  llgn  of  a  Concoction :  And 
4  when  the  fame  Matter,  which  can  pafs 
c  the  Renal  Streiners ,  by  a  farther  Di- 

*  minution,  is  render'd  fit  to  be  carry’d 

e  through  the  cutaneous  Glands  in  Sweaty 
c  then,  and  not  before,  Sudorifics  may 
c  be  adminifter'd  with  Safety  5  whichTime 
c  may  be  difeover’d  by  the  Signs  of  Con- 
4  coEtion  in  the  Urine,  which  is  a  ScdL 
c  ment  equal  and  copious,  with  regard 
«  to  the  Difeafe  :  and  thus  much  of  the 
<  legitimate  or  Ample  Fevers  and  their 
c  Cures,  N  ‘  But 
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6  But  Fourthly,  the  Cure  of  a  continued 
periodic  Fever ,  cannot  be  well  under- 
flood ,  without  being  fir  ft  taught  the 
Cure  of  Intermittent as  fuch  5  becaufe 
the  Cure  of  Feriodics  is  compounded 
of  the  Cure  of  a  jimple  Fever,  and  an  in¬ 
termittent,  as  fuch,  reflectively. 

‘  Therefore  unlefs  old  Age,  or  a  worn 
out  Conftitution  forbids,  at  the  longeft 
Diftance  from  a  fubfequent  Fit,  in  an 
Intermittent ,  a  Vein  ought  to  be  open  aj 
both  on  the  Account  of  the  Fever , 
which  threatens  when  the  Fit  is  at  the 
higheft,  and  upon  Account  of  the  ViJ- 
cidity  from  whence  it  has  its  Origin  5 
for  Bleeding  diminifhes  the  Vifcidity 
of  the  remaining  Mafs. 
c  And  laftly,  fince  this  Vifcidity ,  for 
the  mod  part,  has  its  rife  from  what 
is  taken  in  by  way  of  Diet,  and  the 
Lent  or  is  deriv’d  from  the  firft  Paflages : 
And  becaufe  Vomits  more  effectually 
remove  fuch  Lent  or  than  F  urges,  and 
by  the  neceffarily  greater  and  more  fre¬ 
quent  Comradtion  of  the  Stomach  and 

<  Ab- 
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c  Abdomen,  prefs  out  that  Lentor,  which 

<  adheres  to  the  Email  Vcffels,  in  a  fhort 
c  time,  which  CP urges  would  hardly  reach 

*  in  an  Age,  and  becaufe  Delays  arc 
c  dangerous  in  a  Fever  ;  therefore  a  Pomit 
c  oughtahvays  to  be  timely  enough  given, 

*  for  its  Operation  to  be  over  before  the 
c  return  of  the  Fit  5  which  may  be  re- 
‘  peated  once,  and  fometimes  twice,  at 
c  due  Diftance,  if  the  Patient  is  able  to 

*  bear  it,  and  is  not  fubjeft  to  vomit  up, 

<  or  fpit  Blood. 

<  When  the  vomiting  is  over,  fome 

<  febrifuge  Medicines  are  to  be  given,  (tho* 
x  improperly  fo  call'd)  and  which  ought 
‘  rather  to  be  term’d  attenuating  or  ape- 
x  rienty  of  which  generally  the  Bitters 
c  are  efteem’d  the  bed  5  among  thefe  how- 
1  ever  the  Cortex  Peruvianus  is  yet  much 

*  the  more  preferable/ 

After  this  Specimen  in  the  mathemati¬ 
cal  Way,  I  fhall  proceed  to  my  own  % 
and  that  I  may  obferve  fome  Method 
therein,  purfuing  the  Divifion  of  Fevers 
into  fanguineous  and  nervous7  fhall  begin 

N  2  with 


*95 


A  Discourse  Let.  2, 

with  the  former  or  Inflammatory ?  in  which 
through  an  extraordinary  Heat  and  Ran- 
faftion  thereof,  the  Blood  is  thrown  with 
Violence  on  fome  particular  Parts,  either 
external  or  internal  5  giving  Rife,  as  we 
have  formerly  obferved?  to  a  peculiar 
Epithet,  thence  borrowed?  njiz.  Angi- 
naliSj  cPleuritka7  &c.  as  a  Note  of  Pro¬ 
priety?  or  belonging  to  the  fame;  and 
here  before  I  proceed  farther?  give  me 
leave  to  entertain  you  for  a  minute  or 
two  ?  with  the  Opinion  of  a  late  Au¬ 
thor  p  concerning  the  Nature  of  an  In¬ 
flammation  in  general  :  With  which  for 
its  Novelty  and  Force  of  Perfuafion?  be¬ 
ing  my  felf  well  pleafed  ?  it  may  not  per- 
haps  be  unacceptable  to  you?  my  Friend* 
if  yet  unacquainted  therewith?  i.  e .  his 
new  Diftin&ion  of  the  lymphatic  Vef- 
fclsy  into  Arteries  and  Veins  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  delivering  (like  the  Arteries  the 
Blood)  their  Liquor  to  all  the  Parts :  the 
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latter  (in  like  manner  as  the  Veins)  car¬ 
rying  it  back  to  the  Ciftern  or  Fountain  $ 
the  rife  of  which  Veffels,  we  have  already 
given  you  from  the  fame  Author,  when 
fpeaking  in  our  former,  of  the  Nature  of 
Secretion ,  with  the  Modus  of  fecerning 
the  feveral  Fluids  from  the  Blood. 

‘  Anatomy  (as  he  tells  us)  confirms 

*  this  Notion,  which  thoJ  it  fhews  only 

*  the  moft  confiderable  of  thefe  Veffels, 
c  and  is  not  able  to  diftinguifh  the  greater 
c  part,  too  minute  and  intricate  to  be 
1  plainly  difcern’d  ,  as  in  their  natural 

*  State,  carrying  only  a  thin  tranflucid 

*  Liquor,  neverthelefs  do  but  obfervc 
1  the  numberlefs  fmall  Veffels,  Injeftions 

<  offer  to  ourView :  Conftder  they  neither 

<  appear  Red,  nor  are  full  of  Blood  du» 
c  ring  the  Life  of  the  Animal,  unlefs  by 
c  Accident,  or  under  an  inflamed  State, 

4  and  then  we  fhall  eafily  perceive,  that 

*  they  can  be  nothing  in  reality  but  lym- 
c  phatic  Veffels,  tho’  by  moft  Anatomifts, 

€  appropriated  to  the  Biood. 

N  i  <  It 
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4  It  will  not  therefore  be  improper  to 
c  obferve  by  the  Way ,  that  thefe  fine 
<  Inje&ions  do  often  fcrve  rather  to  lead 
4  us  into  Error;  and  are  more  for  Often- 
£  ration  than  Inftrudion  and  Ule  .  They 
£  may  indeed  guide  us  to  more  important 
4  Difcoveries,  but  they  are  alfo  capable 
4  of  hiding  a  great  many  Truths  from 

*  us,  and  of  (lifting  feveral  Difcoveries: 
4  The  Confufion  into  which  they  throw 
4  the  fanguinary  and  lymphatic  Vcflels, 
4  frequently  hinder  us  from  diftinguilh- 
4  ing  them  with  the  neceffary  Exa&nefs. 

4  In  their  natural  State,  thefe  lymphd - 
4  tic  Vefiels  cannot  admit  the  Blood,  be* 

*  caufe  where  they  commence,  they  are 
4  too  (lender ;  or  rather  becaufe  the  lym- 
4  pha  which  they  contain,isaFluid  wholly 
4  differing  in  its  condiment  Parts,  from 
4  the  Globules  of  the  Blood  ;  and  indeed, 

4  tho?  it  circulates  in  the  blood  Veflels, 

5  along  with  thole  Globules ,  yet  does  it 
£  never  perfectly  mix  with  them  ,  as  is 
e  ieen  by  the  help' of  Glaffes,  in  the  Me- 

[eatery  of  the  Frog,  or  in  the  Fins  and 

4  Tails 
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‘  Tails  of  certain  Fifli  5  but  when  the 
c  lymphatic  Arteries  happen  to  be  dilated, 
4  or  the  Blood  put  into  any  violent  Mo- 
4  tion,  it  does  fometimes  open  it  felf  a 
‘  Paflfage  into  them,  as  in  the  Cafe  of 
‘  every  Inflammation  falls  out  5  for  then 
c  the  Force  is  greater  than  the  Refiftance 
c  either  of  the  lymphatic  VeflTel  it  felf,  or 
c  the  Fluid  it  contains,  as  in  the  Cafe  of 
‘  Fevers ,  where  fometimes  the  Rarifac- 
€  tion  of  the  Blood  is  fo  great,  as  very 
c  much  to  dilate  its  own  Veflels :  The 
£  Lympha  in  like  manner  will  be  ratify ’d, 
‘  and  its  Veflels  dilate  either  through  the 
‘  Rarifadion  of  their  own  Liquor,  or 
c  by  means  of  the  Dilatation  of  the  Blood 
‘  Veflfels,  which  being  diftended  will  nc- 
c  ceffarily  enlarge  the  Orifices  of  the  o- 
‘  ther,  which  are  conneded  to  them. 

2  When  the  Blood  then  at  fuch  Times 
€  (i.  e.  the  Fatient  in  a  Fever )  is  forced 
c  into  the  lymphatic  Arteries,  from  what~ 

€  ever  Caufe;  no  wonder  it  fhould  flag- 
f  nate,  and  ftretch  thefe  tender  Veflels, 
c  whence  Rednefs,  Pain  and  Tenfion, 

N  4  i  with 
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«  with  great  Heat  about  them ;  the  firfl. 
c  is  occafioiVd  by  the  Blood  got  into  thefe 
c  Parts,  which  before  looked  white,  as 
£  carrying  in  them  a  thin  tranfparent  Li- 
£  quor  :  It  mu  ft  require  a  greater  degree 
£  of  Heat,  fmce  the  Blood  in  this  Cafe 
£  fills  a  greater  number  of  Veflels,  and 
£  in  greater  Quantity  than  it  did  before : 
£  The  Pain  arifesnot  only  from  a  ftretch 
c  of  the  Veflels  themfelves,  but  of  the 
£  nervous  Membranes  betwixt  which  they 
£  are  placed;’"  Finally  to  confirm  this  his 
Opinion,  or  by  way  of  farther  illuftra- 
ting  the  fame,  he  brings  an  Inftance 
of  the  common  Opht balmy ,  or  Blood - 
Jloed  Eye. 

c  The  Rednefs  or  Inflammation  of  the 
€  Eye,  is  here  caufed  by  the  Blood  ha- 

*  ving  pafled  out  of  its  own,  into  the 
c  lymphatic  V e ffe  1  s ,  belonging  to  the  Part ; 
£  whence  we  infer,  the  fame  of  all  the 
c  other  lymphatic  Arteries  from  the  ca« 
<  pillary  Blood  Veflels,  which  are  diftri- 

*  hated  in  great  Plenty  through  all  parts 
c  of  the  Body  5  the  Cafe  being  the  fame 

‘  in 
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*  in  every  Inflammation  of  all  the  other 
c  Parts,  which  is occafion’d by  the  Blood  s 

*  flowing  into  the  lymphatic  Arteries  of 
c  fuch  Parts,  as  obferved  now,  of  the  Eye, 

4  and  as  we  fee  happen,  even  without  re- 
c  fle&ion,  in  the  lymphatic  Veflels  of  the 
‘  Skin,  when  by  any  means,  feme  un- 

*  wonted  Ejfervefcence  appears  thereon, 

‘  as  in  fudden  Flufhings  or  the  like.* 

The  Reafon  why  thefe  Veflels  are  de- 
flitute  of  Motion,  he  tells  us,  is  becaufe 
they  are  out  of  the  Force  of  the  Heart, 
in  like  manner  as  are  the  Veins. 

To  detain  you  now  no  longer,  I  fhall 
haften  to  the  Regimen  of  thefe  Fevers 
in  general  :  And  as  plenitude  of  the  VeP 
fels  from  fo me  Crapulay  or  obftruded 
Perfpiration,  for  the  moft  part,  gives  be¬ 
ing  to  the  fame,  at  leaft  the  Blood’s  be¬ 
ing  too  much  rarify’d  therein;  fo  a‘2)^ 
pletion  of  them  by  Bleeding,  as  the  Strength 
will  allow,  together  with  other  fuitable 
Remedies,  which  the  Cafe  (hall  require, 
are  here  indicated:  After  which  the  fet- 
ting  open  the  Pores  by  feme  very  gen¬ 
tle 
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tic  and  mild  Remedies,  may  be  farther 
ufeful. 

The  Signs  of  this  Inflammation  or  Tie* 
thora  in  the  Veflels,  you  are  to  take  from 
the  Patients  Habit,  frequently  Sanguine \ 
with  a  florid  Complexion  :  His  way  of 
living,  with  the  antecedent  Caufe  of  the 
ferment  flirted  up  in  his  Blood,  the  in¬ 
flamed  Urine  and  high  Pulfe,  the  tenfive 
Pain  in  the  Head  and  other  Parts  of  the 
Body :  But  here  you  are  to  note ,  that 
oftentimes  through  a  mere  Fulnefs  of  the 
Veflels,  in  this  kind  of  Fever,  the  Pulfe 
will  be  oppreft,  and  the  Stroke  fecm 
feeble,  or  from  the  exceflive  Rarifaftion 
of  the  Blood,  as  it  were  ftifled,  which 
after  Ventilation  by  the  Lancet,  recovers 
it  felf  and  beats  ftrong  and  high. 

I11  drawing  off  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
Blood  ,  altho*  the  fame  appears  florid  at 
the  tirlt ,  yet  if  Pains  upon  the  Mem¬ 
branes  accompany,  as  in  pleuritic ,  and 
rheumatic  Affeftions,  you  will  find  it 
after  fizey,  or  like  melted  Fat,  flreaked 
oftentimes  with  a  yellow  or  blewifli  Caft 

at 
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at  the  top  ;  and  this  hint  about  the  Pulfe, 

I  thought  convenient  to  give  you,  that 
you  may  not  be  difeourag’d,  by  the  low- 
nefs  thereof  at  fuch  Times  5  and  in  thofe 
plethorick  Habits,  to  bleed  your  Patient, 
efpecially  at  the  firft  Attack  of  the  Fever , 
before  his  Strength  has  been  thereby  im¬ 
pair'd,  which  in  the  State,  much  lefs  at 
the  cDeclenJion ,  cannot  be  fo  fafely  en* 
terprifed. 

After  Bleeding,  more  particularly,  if 
a  Debauch  either  in  Eating  or  Drinking 
gave  occafion  to  the  Difeafe  5  or  otherwise, 
if  any  loathingor  retching  fo  require,  a  V o- 
mit  ought  to  be  adminifter'd  of  the  Rad . 
Ipecocuhan  given  in  Sack  Whey,  Carduus 
or  green  Tea,  or  Chicken  Water,  as 
your  Patient  fhall  like  bed ;  which  be¬ 
ing  over,  he  is  to  be  put  into  his  Bed, 
with  the  fame  covering  he  has  b<fen  us'd 
to  5  and  now  for  his  Third,  let  him  be 
indulged  in  fome  thin  diluting  Liquor, 
fuch  as  the  faid  Whey,  an  Emulfion  of 
the  Seeds  and  Almonds  in  Barley  Water, 
or  the  antient  Ttijan :  Nor  would  I  be 

fo 


104.  A  Discourse  Let.  2. 

'•*  fo  rigorous  as  at  all  Times  to  forbid  a 
Draught  of  Table-Beer  with  a  Toaft,  be¬ 
tween  whiles,  provided  no  rheumatick 
Pains,  Cholic  or  ^Diarrhoea ,  attend  ;  for 
this  being  our  common  \ Diluter  in  the 
Time  of  Health,  or  what  we  have  been 
ever  accuftonid  to,  is  not  always  to  be 
denied  in  Sicknefs ,  when  earndtiy  de» 
fired,  under  the  Reftridions  above  mem 
tion'd, 

I  muft  infill  upon  this  Method  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  Vomit,  fuch  as  here  direded,  af¬ 
ter  bleeding  your  Patient  5  becaufe  I  know 
of  nothing  fo  likely  to  draw  off  the  Fuel, 
and  thereby  leffen  the  Fever,  let  the  Na¬ 
ture  thereof  be  almoft  what  it  will. 
You  may  trefpafs  indeed,  in  bleeding., 
but,  I  think,  you  cannot  in  this  parti¬ 
cular  Evacuation,  if  the  Sick  is  not  fub- 
jed  to  a  Spitting  of  Blood,  in  any  Stage 
thereof,  where  a  Naufea  fhall  indicate, 
and  the  Dofc  of  the  laid  Remedy  is  tint¬ 
ed  to  his  Weaknefs,  of  which  thus  given, 
where  fuch  call  for  it  appear'd,  even  un¬ 
der  the  greateft,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  have 
once  repented.  The 
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The  Vomiting  being  over,  if  the  Fe¬ 
ver  ftiil  runs  high,  or  feems  to  threaten 
the  Head  by  a  too  rapid  Courfe  there¬ 
of,  you  may  take  away  more  Blood  $  af¬ 
ter  which,  the  Sick  being  uneafy,  if 
fomething  farther  is  not  done  to  re- 
move  his  Complaint,  and  (as  he  thinks) 
to  fhorten  his  Difeafe,  you  are  to  give 
fome  Alexipharmic  Bole  or  ‘Powder, 
wafh’d  down  with  a  cordial  julep  be¬ 
tween  whiles. 

And  here,  that  you  may  rightly  un¬ 
derhand  me,  I  muft  explain  my  felf  what 
I  mean  by  this  Alexipharmic ,  and  what 
by  my  Cordial .  .  Firft  then,  negatively, 

I  mean  none  of  thofe  jumbled  Gompo- 
fitions  of  the  Shops,  the  Theriaca  & 
Mithridatium ,  which  are  here  fo  far  from 
deferving  that  Title,  that  they  may  ra¬ 
ther  be  termed  Pharmaca ,  as  implying 
in  the  word  Senfeofthe  Word  Poifons , 
and  which  I  am  afraid,  thro1  their  indif- 
criminate  Ufc,  have  carried  off  more 
People  than  all  the  Plagues  we  ever  had 
in  England :  Nor  by  the  Word  Cordial , 

4  would 
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would  I  be  underftood  the  Treacle-Wa¬ 
ter ,  or  any  other  diftilfd  Compound, 
much  lefs  the  TinElure  and  Syrup  of 
Saffron  $  for  tho’  both  thefe  are  allow¬ 
able  in  fome  of  the  nervous  Fevers ,  fo 
called,  efpecially  towards  the  Declenfi- 
on,  when  Nature  flags,  and  the  Spirits 
unable  to  expand  themfelves,  the  Pulfe 
grows  feeble,  together  with  the  native 
Heat :  Yet  at  thefe  Times,  or  in  our  pre- 
fent  Cafe,  a  Morfel  of  the  Conferva 
LujuU ,  with  fome  fimple  Ab for  bent,  is 
the  bell:  Alexipharmic ,  as  a  few  Grains  of 
Niter ,  with  a  Draught  of  an  Emulfion 
ex  Sem .  Fr.  cum  Amygd.  in  aq.  Hor- 
dei ,  the  only  Cordial . 

Thefe  may  be  given  at  a  due  Diftance, 
till  the  Ebullition  of  the  Blood  is  over, 
or  that  the  Pulfe  is  reduc'd  to  its  wont¬ 
ed  Tenure,  before  which  a  moderate 
breathing  Sweat  appears,  the  Urine  alfo 
together  therewith,  foreboding  a  Crifis 
now  at  hand,  which  from  its  intenfe 
Colour  turns  paler,  drops  a  Sediment* 
and  the  Sick  recovers  %  when  it  may  be 

neceffary 
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ncceflary  to  give  fome  lenient  Purga¬ 
tive,  that  without  railing  a  Commotion 
in  the  Blood,  may  difcharge  the  morbid 
Feculencies  therein  remaining  ;  nor  muft 
you  forget  to  empty  the  Bowels  daily,  or 
each  other  Day  of  the  inteftinal  Forces, 
by  fome  cooling  laxative  Clyfter,  if  they 
do  not  anfwer  of  themfelves. 

This  Regimen  will  alfo  ferve  in  com¬ 
mon  for  all  Fevers,  attended  with  In¬ 
flammation  ,  or  which  may  be  term¬ 
ed  fanguineous ,  as  thofe  of  the  Anginay 
Teripneumony ,  Tleurify ,  Rheumatifm , 
faving  that  thefe  ufually  require  more 
frequent  bleeding,  and  in  larger  Quan¬ 
tities,  wherein  truly  the  whole  curative 
Scope  in  a  Manner  confifts,  efpecially 
that  of  the  Tleurify  and  Quinfeys  but  in  the 
B eripneumony  the  Oyls  and  expectorat¬ 
ing  Remedies  are  alfo  to  be  prefcribed, 
as  peculiar  to  the  fame, 

I  have  purpofely  forborn  the  Mention 
of  Blifters ,  not  only  for  that  I  cannot 
come  into  them  my  felf,  fo  readily,  as  is 
now  the  Mode  among  us,  in  every  of 

2  thefe 
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thefe  Fevers,  unlefs  fome  of  thofe  now 
mentioned  5  except  fome  obftinate  Head- 
ach  or  Stupidity  encourage  their  Applica¬ 
tion  j  but  for  that,  I  intend  prefently  togive 
you  my  own, with  theSentimentsof others, 
about  them.  Nor  can  I  fee  Reafon  to 
alter  this  Regimen  in  fome  eruptive 
Fevers ,  of  the  inflammatory  Kind,  I  mean 
particularly  the  Small- P ox >  in  full  or 
fanguine  Habits  of  the  coherent  or  con¬ 
fluent  Sort,  fetting  a  fide  the  repeated 
Bleedings,  which  too  may  be  requir'd 
from  an  over-bearing  Heat,  as  well  about 
the  Time  of  Eruption,  as  at  that  of  the 
fecond  Fever ,  attended  with  freight 
breathing,  as  aifo  the  clyftering  and  purg¬ 
ing,  before  the  State  of  Maturation. 

And  this  is  all  I  have  to  offer  for  your 
general  Obfervation  concerning  the  Fe¬ 
vers  of  this  Clafs  :  For  as  I  intended 
not  to  give  any  particular  Formula,  or 
to  Stuff  my  Letter  with  Pr refer ipts,  fo  nei¬ 
ther  is  there  Occafion  for  what  every 
Phyfick- Writer  rather  too  much  abounds 
with,  and  with  which  you  are  already  well 

fumiflfd 
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nifh'd  :  To  be  plain  indeed  herein,  tho* 

I  fcarce  know  any  Phyfician  who  is  ig. 
norant  of  one  Remedy  or  other,  to 
anfwer  the  feveral  phyjical  Intentions ,  yet 
perhaps  it  may  not  be  cafy  to  find’  thofe 
who  are  rightly  appris'd  at  ail  Times, 
when  this  or  that  Intention  are  the  true 
Indicat  a,  or  require  to  be  anfwer’d. 

The  belt  Author  upon  this  Subject* 
if  we  except  the  learned  Dr.  Freind ,  and- 
our  Friend  Sydenham ,  is  a  very  antient 
one,  but  lately  reviv’d  among  us,  by 
Recommendation  of  the  former,  I  mean 
Lommius ,  whofe  Treatife  is  worth  your 
perufal. 

This  honed  Writer  fet  forth  his  Book 
of  continual  Fevers  in  the  Latin  Tongue 
(in  which  the  fame  is  now  reprinted) 
above  150  Years  pad,  wherein  you  will 
find,  without  one  1^,  he  places  the  Cure 
in  Bleeding ,  "Dilution  and  lenient  Bur - 
gation ;  neither  the  fird  nor  lad,  however, 
to  be  enterpriz’d,  but  with  Regard  to  the 
Strength  of  the  Patient  evinced  by  that 
of  the  Pulfe,  and  the  Time  which  is 
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the  Beginning  of  the  Invafion,for  bleed¬ 
ings  as  that  of  the  Declenfion  of  the 
Difeale,  for  purging  ;  the  untimely  Ufe 
of  both,  as  he  judicioufly  remarks,  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  Death  of  fomc,  as  the  heap- 
ing  up  of  Medicines,  has  been  of  more; 
efpecially  thofe  by  which  Nature  has 
been  fome  how  interrupted,  or  put  afide 
the  Work  fne  had  began,  and,  perhaps, 
etherwife  compleated. 

About  the  State  or  Time  of  Concoc¬ 
tion ,  he  takes  Notice  of  the  Fons  fri- 
gida ,  a  large  Draught  of  which  he  now 
thinks  proper  to  give  the  lick  Perfon, 
by  the  Example  of  Galen:  whence,  he 
fays,  the  Heat  being  driven  outwards? 
either  a  critical  Sweat  follows.  Vomit- 
ting  or  a  bilious  Flux  5  fo  uncertain,  it 
feems,  Bands  the  Iffue  of  the  Experiment, 
which  is  to  finifh  the  Difeafe  and  re- 
ftore  Health :  But  then  obferve,  he  ex¬ 
ceedingly  blames  thofe  who,  upon  any 
Pretence  whatever,  fhall  dare  to  ad- 
ruinifter  this  Remedy  at  any  Time  of  the 
Fever,  which  was  the  Guftom  of  Avi - 
-  -  -  ceriy 
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cen,  and  has  been  lately  inculcated  a* 
mong  our  People,  by  a  crack-brain’d  Di¬ 
vine,  in  hi sFebrifugum Magnum $  in  refpeft 
to  which  you  may  conlult  lome  Remarks 
lately  publifh'd,  as  an  Appendix  to  the 
Modern  Quack,  by  Way  of  Anfwer  to 
this  extravagant  Advance  ;  I  muft  own, 
indeed,  I  think  it  fo  hazardous  an  Ex¬ 
periment,  that  I  cannot  advife  you  fhould 
try  it  at  any  Time  5  for  if  the  Evacua¬ 
tions  fhould  not  follow  or  prove  cri¬ 
tical,  as  unfeafonably  adminiftred,  be¬ 
fore  Nature  was  prepared,  when  the 
Strength  is  much  enfeebled,  and  (he  un¬ 
able  to  roufe  up,  and  difeharge  her  now 
double  Burthen  of  the  cDifeafe ,  and  the  / 
intended  Remedy ,  by  one  or  other  of 
the  Ways  here  ipecify'd,  what  muft  en- 
fue  but  Suffocation  of  the  vital  Heat, 
and  the  abfolute  Deftrudion  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient  ? 

But  I  (hall  now  give  you  my  Thoughts 
about  the  Regimen  of  the  Fevers  I 
call  Nervous ,  and  which  (as  the  Pulfe 
muft  dired  you)  is,  generally  fpeaking, 

O  2  to 
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to  be  different  from  the  foregoing ;  for 
here  no  Evacuations,  unlefs  thofeof  Vo¬ 
mitings  Sweating  and  Bliftering ,  are  to 
be  admitted.  When  contrary  alfo  to  the 
former,  being  ftill  guided  thereby,  as 
the  Pulfe  is  weak,  and  the  Patient  com¬ 
plaining  of  great  Langour  or  Lownefs 
of  Spirits,  fo  the  warmer  Remedies 
will  be  required  to  raife  the  fame,  invi¬ 
gorate  the  Blood,  and  quicken  its  Mo¬ 
tion  ;  of  which  Kind  are  the  Lapis  Con - 
trayerva ,  the  Vulv.  ad  Gattet .  the  Lulv, 
e  eh  el.  Cane .  C.  with  a  few  Grains  of 
Crocus  or  Cafior  ;  or  where  this  laft  is 
naufeated  by  the  weak  Stomach,  the  Spec • 
Diamhr. :  And  when  by  thefe  Means, 
together  with  the  diluting  Liquors,  a 
Sweat  breaks  out,  I  always  allow  my 
Patient  a  Glafs  of  fome  foft  agreeable 
Wine,  fuch  as  that  of  Sherry ,  once,  if 
not  oftener,  in  twenty  four  Hours,  in* 
head  of  a  Cordial :  Nor  can  I  fee  Rea- 
Ion  to  forbid  the  fame,  at  thefe  Times, 
any  more  than  the  Bearl  Julep  fo  cuff 
tomarily  taken. 


And 
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And  having  here  made  mention  of 
the  Bezoardic  Compofition,  or  the 
Tulvis  Gafconicus ,  I  can  do  no  lefs  than 
advocate  in  its  Favour,  fo  far  as  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  the  beft  Remedy  (conftdering  how 
the  Practice  of  Phyfick  is  manag'd  with 
us)  that  ever  could  have  been  invented. 

The  worfl:  1  have  heard  objeded  a- 
gainft  it,  is,  that  of  its  being  a  charge¬ 
able,  infignificant,  or  mere  abforbent 
and  that  but  an  indifferent  one,  in  Com- 
parifon  of  fome  viler  we  trample  daily 
under  our  Feet  5  and  farther  that  we  tri¬ 
fle  while  we  ufe  it. 

I  wifh  I  could  fay  no  worfe  of  our 
Treacles  and  Mithridate ,  with  fome 
others  daily  in  Ufe  :  For  fince  the  mod 
knowing  among  us  can  underhand  very 
little  of  the  real  Eflence  of  thefe  Fe¬ 
vers,  or  fathom  the  feveral  Proceffes  of 
Nature,  in  attempting  her  Refcue  from 
the  fame,  which  of  us  can  be  at  all 
Times  pofitive,  he  has  not  fome  Way 
hindred,  as  well  as  promoted  her  imper¬ 
ceptible  and  infcrutable  Way  of  working 
this  Deliverance?  Happy, 
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Happy,  my  dear  Friend,  {hall  we  be 
at  the  long  run,  if  we  can  accufe  our 
felves  of  nothing  more  than  a  harmlefs 
trifling:  Happy,  I  fay,  if  at  tome  cri¬ 
tical  Times,  we  have  that  inward  Peace 
and  Satisfaction,  that  we  do  no  Mil- 
chief.  How  this  can  be  the  Lot  of 
Inch  as  are  forcing  Fire-Balls  down 
Mens  Throats,  of  Theriac .  Mithridate , 
Camphir .  Snake-Root ,  with  thofc  Crea¬ 
tures  of  the  Fire,  the  volatile  and  fixd 
Salts ,  and  thefe  every  three  or  four 
Hours,  waflfd  down  with  as  hot  a  Mix¬ 
ture  of  tome  Spirits,  which  they  call  a 
Cordial,  at  a  Time  when  the  Sick  are 
lcorch’d,  as  I  may  fay,  to  Death,  Wit- 
nefs  the  dry  and  parch’d  Skin,  the  black 
and  brufhy  Tongue,  the  crufty  Fur  up¬ 
on  the  Teeth,  and  other  Signals  of  an 
Incendinm  within  :  How  thefe,  I  fay, 
can  have  that  inward  AlTurance  that  they 
never  do  worfe  than  trifle;  or  that 
inftcad  thereof,  they  have  not  actually 
deftroy’d  thofe  Lives  with  which  they  were 
emrufted,  I  cannot  fee,  nor  I  think  any 
conliderate  Perfon  whatever.  If 
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If  then,  upon  this  Occafion,  it  muft 
be  faid  we  trifle,  becaufe,  perhaps,  we 
give  no  Medicines  at  fome  Times,  or 
none  but  what  are  fafe  and  innocent ; 
thus  trifled  our  great  Mafter  Hippo - 
crateSj  who,  tho’  conftant  in  obferving, 
gave  but  few,  or  for  fome  Days  none  at 
all,  till  he  could  fee  what  Nature  call’d 
for,  and  the  Method  which  fhe  aim'd  at 
for  helping  of  her  felf:  And  thus  trifled 
our  late  famous  Sydenham ,  who  tells 
us,  that  finding  his  Patient  one  Day  no 
worfe  than  the  Day  before,  and  the  Day 
following  in  the  fame  Condition , 
thought  it  his  Duty  ftill  to  wait  her  Mo¬ 
tion,  fearing,  by  intermedling,  he  fliould 
do  fome  Hurt,  till  Dame  Nature  fhew’d 
him  what  Way  he  was  to  take,  by  fome 
more  manifeft  Indication  than  he  was 
yet  Mafter  of,  or  what  kind  of  Remedy 
fhe  flood  in  need  of. 

Returning  now  to  the  Bezoar ,  which 
a  learned  Gentleman  a  fo  much  decries, 

*  Dr.  Si  are  in  his  Obfervation  and  Experiment  upon 
Bezoar. 

O  4  and 
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and  endeavours  to  depreciate  ,  I  mud 
advife  you,  notwithftanding,  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  good  Opinion  thereof,  efpecially 
the  compound  \ Powder  of  Crab's  Claws* 
in  which  the  fame  is  an  Ingredient ;  and 
where  your  Patient  can  pay  for  it,  I 
would  never  have  it  omitted  in  your 
Prefcription,  at  leaf!:,  you  fhould  make 
it  a  Part  thereof ;  by  which  I  dare  en- 
fare  you  this  one  Advantage,  that  no 
Phyfician,  befides  himfelf,  who  fhali 
chance  to  be  call’d  in  upon  you,  will 
fay  you  have  done  amifs;  or  if  he  be  a 
Perfon  of  any  Candor,  find  fault  for 
your  fo  doing,  which  I  cannot  promife 
fhali  not  happen  at  our  prefent  low  Ebb 
of  Honour,  under  any  other. 

The  late  learned  Dr.  Edward  Tyfon 
had  a  great  Opinion  of  the  Bezoar ,  who 
was  no  fuperftitious  Phyfician,  nor  re¬ 
garded  traditionary  Accounts  of  the  Vir¬ 
tues  of  any  Drug  or  Medicine,  that  was 
not  confirm’d  to  him  by  Experiment  or 
Obfervation:  I  have  heard  him  fay,  when 
I  had  little  Experience  of  it  my  felf,  that 
2  he 
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he  was  fatisfy’d  of  its  cordial  Virtue, 
from  many  Inftances  j  and  that  it  had 
this  Property  beyond  moft  others  fo  de¬ 
nominated,  of  being  friendly  to  Nature, 
agreeable  to  the  weakeft  Stomach,  which 
cannot,  indeed,  be  faid  of  fome  other 
Medicines  5  that  it  heated  not  the  Blood, 
tho’  a  kindly  Sudorific ,  by  exagitating 
its  Mafs,  and  caufing  a  Perturbation 
among  the  Humors  therein,  of  all  which 
I  am  long  fince  fully  fatisfy’d,  by  Expe¬ 
riment  upon  my  felf. 

And  it  will  be  Purely  time  enough  to 
dilcard  this  innocent  Remedy,  when 
we  have  a  Subftitute  that  will  do  more 
Service  and  lefs  Hurt :  The  Chalk,  nor 
yet  the  cauftic  Salt,  which  the  fame  Per* 
fon,  who  finds  fault  with  Bezoar,  re¬ 
commends,  aredoubtlefs  none  of  thefe; 
the  firft,  however  a  great  Alkaiy  or  Ab- 
fiorbent ,  being  fo  far  from  a  diaphoretic 
as  he  would  infinuate,  that  we  have 
few  better  Anti-fiudorificks,  or  which  will 
do  more  in  repreffing  the  melting  Sweats 
of  He  flicks,  binding  up  the  loofe  Tex¬ 
ture 


A  Discourse  Let.  2, 

ture  of  the  Blood,  and  preventing  its  far¬ 
ther  Diffolution  5  and  the  laft,  tho’  fuited 
to  take  off  the  fymptomatic  Vomiting  in 
Fevers,  and  to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  feme 
Intermittent s  5  yet  where  there  is  a  Ten¬ 
dency  to  Stools,  not  fafe  to  be  given, 
lince  by  pricking  the  Fibres  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  it  will  encreafe  thcLoofenefs,  and 
that  way  endanger  the  feeble  Patient. 

But  I  fhall  enlarge  no  farther  in  the 
Commendation  of  this  mod  fafe  ,  and 
often  ferviceable  Remedy  5  fince  all  the 
E^hetoric  its  Opponent  has  ufed,  with  the 
fugar’d  Words  to  fweeten  up  the  Ladies, 
1  they  Bill  hold  it,  with  the  much  greater 
part  of  the  Faculty,  in  as  good  Efteem 
as  ever. 

There  is  another  Compofition  com¬ 
ing  now  into  Requeft,  upon  the  fame 
Occafion,  wherein  Bezoar  has  a  fhare  ah 
fo,  with  fome  of  the  other  Abforbents 9 
and  which  I  advife  you  fhould  at  fome 


r  See  ibid ,  His  Vindication  of  Sugars  dedicated  to  the 
Ladies. 


times 
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times  make  a  part  of  your  Prefcription, 
that  is  the  Confeffio  Raleigh  ana,  of  great 
Repute  long  fince  in  private  Practice,  and 
now  recommended  to  the  College,  from 
the  good  Opinion  a  leading  Gentleman 
therein,  has  conceiv'd  thereof ;  and  which 
others  I  think  fhould  the  rather  entertain, 
if  it  were  upon  no  other  Account,  than 
that  of  its  being  more  temperate  and  a- 
greeable  to  the  Sick  in  general,  than  many 
others  going  under  the  name  of  Alext- 
pharmicks  ,  which  are  commonly  pre- 
feribed. 

Thefe  Fevers  having  run  on  fomc  Days, 
do  frequently  intermit :  The  turn¬ 

ing,  as  we  have  noticed  before,  to  a 
sw ,0Z*is  :  As  Trodromi,  whereunto  the 
Urine  now  fhews  fome  tendency  to  Con- 
codion ,  and  from  a  crude,  becomes 
firft  turbid ,  afterwards  letting  fall  a  la„ 
teritious  Sediment,  a  Sweat  breaks  forth, 
and  the  Symptoms  grow  milder. 

In  this  Cafe,  it  will  behove  you  to 
wait  the  Circuit  of  a  fecond  Taroxyfnij 
which  being  form'd  in  fuch  manner , 

that 
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that  you  can  be  allur’d  of  the  Intermif- 
jfi on ,  you  may  then,  but  not  fooner,  ad- 
minifter  the  Cortex,  giving  it  at  fuch 
Diftance,  and  in  fuch  Quantity,  that  your 
Patient,  if  poffible,  may  take  4  or  5 
Drams,  before  the  approach  of  the  next 
Fits  as  if  the  Interval  exceed  not  10  or 
12  Hours,  you  are  to  order  9ij.  at  leaft, 
if  not  where  the  Sick  can  bear  it,  every 
2  Hours,  but  if  the  fame  is  longer,  once 
in  3  or  4  :  Obferving  diligently  that  you 
begin  not  before  the  hot  Fit  is  over,  and 
the  Sweat  breaks  forth  ;  that  you  are  alfo 
as  cautious  in  preferibing  it  where  you 
have  not  Encouragement  from  the  faid 
Hypojlajis  in  the  Urine,  or  that  the  In¬ 
ter  million  is  irregular  and  uncertain  $  for 
whilft  the  former  is  crude  and  uncon- 
cocted ,  you  can  hope  for  little  Benefit 
by  the  Bark,  and  as  little  room  to  give 
it  under  dodging  Intervals. 

We  have,  I  know,  fome  Gentlemen  a- 
mong  us,  and  thofe  of  Note  too,  I  could 
name,  who  are  very  early,  I  fear  fome- 
times  overhafty,  in  giving  of  this  Drug 

before 
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before  the  Fever  Fit  is  form’d,  or  that 
they  can  have  Satisfaction,  there  is  more 
than  Remiffion  and  Exacerbation  thereof ; 
and  this  altho’  the  Bread:  is  ftraitned,  the 
Breathing  anhelous,  with  other  Symp¬ 
toms  little  favouring  its  Exhibition;  for 
which  they  aliedge  the  Danger  by  Delay, 
of  milling  an  Opportunity  for  giving  it 
at  all  afterwards. 

But  truly,  Sir,  I  have  feen  fo  many 
Mifcarriages,  which  I  could  impute  to 
nothing  more  than  the  unfeafonable  ufe 
thereof,  fuch  as  Coma,  ‘Delirium ,  Op- 
preffion  on  the  Tracordia,  tremulous 
Nerves  and  fublultory  Tendons,  with 
encreafe  of  all  the  Symptoms ;  that  be¬ 
ing  therefore  deter’d  my  lei f,  I  would 
caution  you  again!!  an  over-forwardnefs, 
or  till  you  are  fatisfy’d ,  the  pretended 
Shiver  was  other  than  fome  nervous  Ri¬ 
gour  ,  the  Heat  a  fimple  Exacerbation , 
the  Sweat  fymptomatical,  and  the  Re- 
fpite  afhort  and  fimple  Remiffion  only. 

I  mull  acknowledge,  under  this  Di¬ 
lemma  I  have  been  fometimes  concern’d, 

that 
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that  I  have  not  comply’d  with  the  Im¬ 
portunity  of  others,  as  to  their  Satisfac¬ 
tion,  not  my  own,  for  giving  this  Re¬ 
medy  5  but  I  have  been  much  oftencr 
pleas’d,  that  I  did  delay  it,  where  quickly 
after  I  had  reafon  to  believe,  it  would 
have  proved  fatal  to  the  Sick  5  and  I  think 
I  may  fay,  it  has  been  feldom ,  if  ever, 
that  I  repented  on  my  own  Part,  not 
giving  it  till  I  was  convinc’d  by  a  fe- 
cond  Circuit  of  the  Fever,  that  the  Type 
was  form’d  to  juftify  the  fame. 

As  a  farther  Security  to  my  Patient 
at  fuch  Times,  I  always  apply  Blifters, 
if  there  be  room  for  them  ,  or  thofe 
lay’d  on  before  have  ceafed  their  Dif- 
charge  5  as  behind  the  Ears  extending  to 
the  ftdes  of  the  Neck,  the  Arms  and 
Legs :  the  opening  whereof  will  be  a 
great  Security  to  the  nervous  Syftem  in 
general,  and  to  obviate  the  Symptoms 
thence  arifing. 

Among  thefe  Fevers,  there  is  none  we 
more  frequently  meet  with,  or  which 
carries  with  it  a  worfe  Afped  than  that, 
z  even 
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even  in  the  beginning,  attended  with  a 
languid  Pulfc,  Oppreffion  in  the  Bread, 
and  an  Appearance  of  a  faint  Rafh  like 
the  Rubeola  coming  forth,  and  prefently 
retiring  in  again,  a  ferretty  Eye,  with  a 
confufed  Afped,  like  one  amazed :  Soon 
after  the  Tongue  grows  black,  and  feels 
fcabrous  ,  yet  without  Third  ;  and  in 
few  Days  more,  the  Patient  falters  in  his 
Speech ,  a  crudy  black  Furr  adheres  to 
his  Teeth,  he  makes  a  bilious,  and  fome- 
times  pale,  Straw-colour’d  Urine,  takes 
no  Notice  of  any  Thing  about  him,  but 
lyes  as  it  were  in  a  neutral  State,  nei¬ 
ther  dead,  nor  fcarce  alive  ? 

In  this  Cafe,  I  have  been  fometimes 
at  a  Stand,  and  doubtful  what  Method  I 
fhould  take,  by  which  my  Patient  might  be 
lead  endanger’d  $  for  tho’ the  dry  Tongue, 
the  furred  Teeth,  and  the  parched  Fauces , 
give  the  Signal  of  great  Heat  within,  and 
feem  therefore  to  indicate  a  cooling  Re - 
gimen  ;  yet  the  low  and  creeping  Pulfe, 
the  chill  and  clammy  Sweat  about  the 
Head  and  Face,  the  great  Faintnefs  and 

finking 


H4  A  Discourse  Ler.  i. 

finking  of  the  Spirits,  require  feemingly 
the  warmer  Medicines. 

Upon  which  Account,  that  I  may  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  greater  Security,  I  ufually 
treat  the  Sick  under  fuch  Predicaments, 
as  I  obferve  our  belt  Writers  upon  that 
Subjeft,  did  the  Reftilential :  Neither 
with  Theriaca ,  nor  yet  Mithridathim , 
much  lefs  the  Egg  EleSfuary ,  and  the 
ferpentary  Root :  But  the  Conf.  Lujulse 
and  Lap .  Contrayer .  adding  thereto  at 
fometimes  a  few  Grains  of  Nitre,  or  when 
fubjed  to  Deliquium,  Saffron,  in  a  fmall 
Draught  of  the  aq.  La£l.  Alex.  &  The - 
riacalis ,  edulcorated  cum  Syr .  Limoti.  vel 
e  Cort.  Citri,  or  in  place  of  this,  I  give 
3'fi,  or  9ij.  of  Raleigh’s  ConjeEi ,  with 
half  as  much  of  the  Tiilv.  e  chel.  Cane.  C . 
made  into  a  Draught,  with  the  fame  Cor¬ 
dial  Waters,  or  a  Bole  with  either  of  the 
Syrups,  which  I  repeat  once  in  6  Hours, 
fhifting  the  Epifpaftic  from  one  Place  to 
another,  as  the  preceding  are  drying  up. 

But  alas!  how  few  under  thefe  Cir- 
cumftanccs  can  we  retrieve,  cither  by 

this 
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this  or  any  other  Regimen ,  in  Compan¬ 
ion  of  thofe  who  fink,  a  little  farther 
Converfation  with  them  who  are  thus 
feized,  will  convince  you. 

There  is  indeed  a  great  Overfight,  of 
which  our  common  People  are  guilty, 
which  is,  that  the  Fever  not  burning  out 
like  the  fanguineous  or  inflammatory  Spe¬ 
cies,  they  are  lefs  careful  to  keep  from  the 
cold  Air,  till  their  lidlefsnefs  to  Aftion? 
infenfibly,  as  it  were,  dealing  upon  them, 
they  are  unable  longer  to  get  abroad,  yet 
will  ftill  be  moving  about  Houfe,  or  fit¬ 
ting  by  the  Fire  fide,  complaining  they 
are  giddy,  faint  and  fick,  for  which  fome 
have  inadvertently  both  purged  and  bled, 
in  the  ufual  Form  of  their  other  Di (or¬ 
ders  5  but  think  themfelves  not  bad  e» 
nough  to  be  confin’d  to  the  Bed,  or  fend 
for  the  Phyfician. 

Many  Scores  of  thefe  I  have  found 
after  ieveral  Days  Illnefs,  in  their  Cloaths 
crying  out  of  extraordinary  Faintnefs, 
with  a  fcarce  perceptible  Pulfc,  and  that 
often  intermitting  ,*  when  opening  the 

P  Bread, 
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Breaft ,  I  have  difcover*d  a  fort  of  pale 
marbling  in  the  Skin,  or  rafhy  Appear¬ 
ance,  by  which,  and  the  exceeding  Lan¬ 
guor  attending,  the  Cafe  was  already 
become  defperate  5  and  the  Medicines 
which  at  the  firft  onfet,  with  timely  tak¬ 
ing  to  the  Bed,  might  have  proved  fuc- 
cefsful,  are  now  dlteded  to  little  Fur= 
pofe* 

To  this  eruptive  of  the  nervous  Kind, 
belong  the  RubeoU ,  or  the  red  circular 
Spots,  inftar  Morfuum  Pulicarum*  faving 
that  the  mark  of  the  Probofcis*  in  the 
Center,  is  here  wanting: :  They  are  fome» 
times  of  a  deep  red ,  at  others  pale  or 
pink  colour  d  5  alfo  the  Miliary*  the 
large  Pujlulous  and  the  Petechial:  by 
thefe  laft  you  are  to  underftand  thofe 
brown,  purple,  and  fometimes  livid  Spots, 
frequently  complicate  with  the  word  kind 
of  the  Small  Pox ,  or  attending  other 
malignant  Fevers ,  in  which  there  appears  a 
gangrenous  Difpofition  of  the  Blood,  thefe 
are  much  lefs  in  their  Circumference  than 
the  Rubeola*  feldom  exceeding  that  of  a 

large 
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large  Pin’s  head,  tho'  both  lye  even  with 
the  Surface  of  the  Skim 

As  for  thofe  we  call  Chryflallines ,  I 
do  not  take  them  fo  much  for  Harbin¬ 
gers  of  Danger,  as  denoting  a  Lyrnpha 
which  is  tenacious,  and  not  fitted  toper- 
fpire,  is  detain’d  by  the  Cuticle ,  in  its  ex¬ 
cretory  Duftus's  ariftng  from  the  fudori - 
ferous  Glands ,  or  thofe  which  compofe 
the  Papilla  Pyramidales ;  and  as  the 
fame  in  cold  Weather,  where  a  Perfon 
thrufting  up  his  Sleeve  fuddenly,  and  ex- 
pofing  his  Arm  to  the  ambient  Air,  re« 
prefent  thofe  in  a  deplum'd  Fowl  :  So 
when  by  violent  Exercife,  or  a  more 
than  ufual  covering  of  Bed-Cloaths,  the 
fame  Perfon  is  thrown  into  a  fudden 
Sweat,  the  ferous  Humour  ftopt  here¬ 
in,  and  unable  by  its  Confidence  to  pals 
through,  appears  in  thele  Hydatids  or 
guttuhe  Chryftallina7  without  any  other 
ilISymptom,when  they  are  by  themfieives? 
tho'  they  are  frequently  interfpers’d  with 
the  miliary  Eruptions,  from  which  they 
are  eafily  diftiflguiftfd  by  their  diapha- 

P  %  nous 


A  Discourse  Let.  i. 

nous  or  tranflucid  Appearance:  Thefe 
la  ft  having  fniail  red  Bafes  and  white 
Heads,  and  which,  like  the  Variola ,  un¬ 
dergoing  their  States  of  Crudity  and  Con¬ 
ception  ,  the  Matter  being  firft  ferous, 
and  then  ripening,  the  Heads  crumble 
off  by  the  leaft  touch  of  the  Finger. 

Between  the  Miliary  and  the  Small 
Fox,  there  is  a  fort  of  intermediate  Puf- 
tule,  attending  frequently  upon  thefe  ner¬ 
vous  Fevers  j  and  which  denotes  them  to 
be  Mali  Moris .  It  keeps  out  for  fome 
Day^,  and  then  dyes  away  like  the  reft, 
not  difappearing,  and  again  returning,  as 
does  the  marbly  Appearance  and  Rubeola 
rotunda ,  from  both  which  it  differs,  as 
it  docs  indeed  from  the  reft,  in  a  trou- 
blefome  itching  j  and  wherever  this  Dh 
fturbance  goes  along  with  an  Eruption, 
excepting  the  Small  Pox,  I  have  obferved 
there  is  lefs  Danger,  than  where  the  Pa¬ 
tient  is  altogether  infenfiblc  thereof. 

If  we  enquire  now  after  the  Nature, 
and  Manner  of  thefe  Eruptions,  we  ftiall 
find,  that  as  in  fome  others  of  her  Rha* 

nomena , 
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nomena,  Nature  has  kept  thefe  alfo  as 
a  Secret  to  her  felf,  and  all  our  Philo- 
fophifing  or  Mechanijlng  either,  is  but  poor 
Conje&ure,  or  jejune  Argumentation. 

Whatever  gives  Rife  to  them  (as  is 
very  probable,  fome  hidden  cDiathefis  in 
the  Air  rather  than  any  of  its  obvious 
Qualities )  puts  the  Blood  under  fome  new 
change  of  Texture;  at  lead  upon  fuch  pe¬ 
culiar  Effervefcence,  as  that  certain  Parts 
or  Portions  thereof  are  difpofed  to  be 
thrown  out  by  the  Emunttories  of  the 
Skin  ;  where  being  detain’d  by  the  Cuticle \ 
according  to  their  feveral  Sizes  and  Dif. 
pofitions,  they  form  various  Appearances, 
which  is  all  we  know  of  her  apparatus , 
for  their  Exclufion  $  unlefs  that  we  find 
them  conftantly  fpecificatcd  to  the  fame 
peculiar  Fever,  unto  which  they  appertain. 

However,  if  you  think  your  Judgment 
may  be  better  inform’d  by  mechanical 
Solutions,  take  here  an  Explanation  of 
one  of  our  mathematical  Phyficians,  Dr. 
‘Pitcairn  r,  in  the  following  Words. 


[  In  his  Elements  of  Phylick,  p,  1 1 1. 

P  3  1  Since 
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*  '  .  1  .  ..  «  ^ 

<  Since  the  Blood  is  a  Fluid,  endow'd 

'V- 

<  with  many  fmali  Parts,  which  can  in 
«  their  perfpiring  afFed  the  Organs  of 
«  Feeling,  with  a  Senfe  of  Heat,  the  Ra^ 

*  rifadion  which  always  accompanies  its 
c  encreafed  Velocity,  will  alfo  excite  a 
f  greater  Heat  than  ordinary,  fo  as  to  be 

*  troublefome  both  to  the  Patient  and 
€  By-ftanders :  And  if  a  fmali  part  of 
€  the  Blood  only  can  fqueefe  out  to  the 

*  Skin,  then  Puftules  or  Spots  arife,  ge- 
?  nerally  of  a  red  Colour :  By  Rarifac- 
c  tion  and  Quantity  of  Motion,  the  Se- 

*  rum  is  fo  attenuated,  as  to  flow  plen- 
g  tifully  out  at  the  Pores ;  hence  the 
g  Fever  terminates  in  Sweats ,  if  the  Pores 

*  are  more  dilated,  fo  as  to  receive  alfo 

*  Particles  of  Bile ,  then  the  Fever  will 
£  be  folved  in  a  Jaundice/ 

Thus  you  have  the  Me  chant fm  of  the 
Heat,  Sweats  and  cuticular  Eruptions,  at¬ 
tending  Fevers.  Whether  the  Philofophy 
of  another  great  Man  in  his  Way,  will 
be  more  inftrudive  upon  the  fame  Sub- 
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je&,  I  know  not,  but  (hall  prefent  you 
with  his  Opinion  thus c. 

‘  As  to  the  Nature  and  Manner  of 
€  Production  of  thefe  Spots,  we  afiert 
€  in  general,  that  all  of  them  are  the 
1  Production  of  the  Blood  and  nervous 
c  [uice,  fmitten  as  it  were  by  the  Ve~ 

1  nom,  and  divided  into  grumous  Parts* 

€  as  it  happens  in  its  Circuit  to  be  feiz  d 
1  on  by  the  fame  5  for  as  much  as  the  a- 
1  nimal  Spirits  refiding  in  both  Liquors* 

6  efpecially  the  Blood,  are  no  fooner  put 
‘  to  flight  by  fome  malign  Aura,  or  pu- 

<  trid  Atoms  but  a  Coagulation  is  in- 

*  duced  on  the  now  difpirited  Liquors : 

€  even  as  Milk  growing  four  and  curdled 

*  by  the  admixtion  of  fome  acid  Juice  : 

‘  Upon  which  Account  certain  Parts  of 
€  the  fame  thus  alter'd  by  the  faid  Ve~ 

1  nom,  feparate  into  Clots  or  Grumes,  in 

<  like  manner  as  Blood  extravafate  or  let 

*  forth  the  VefTels,  loon  turneth  black* 

4  when  prefently  the  Motion  of  the  reft 
£  is  hindred,  not  only  in  the  Veffels  ad- 

*  Willis  de  Feb.  ch,  13, 

P  4  ‘  joyning, 
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4  joyning,  but  alfo  in  the  Heart  it  fclf  5 

*  and  by  reafon  of  the  putrid  Ferment* 
c  other  Parts  are  ftili  lyable  to  the  fame 
4  Coagulant. 

£  Now  whatfoever  is  thus  turn'd  into 

*  grumous  dodders,  unlefs  the  fame 
c  prefently  be  thrown  forth,  by  giving 
6  a  check  to  the  Circulation,  muft  pre- 
£  fently  caufe  Death  ,  but  being  call  out 
€  to  the  Circumference  of  the  Body,  de- 
€  prived  of  all  Spirits,  and  lodg'd  in  the 

*  Interfaces  of  the  VelTels,  or  their  An- 

*  guftitf,  it  appears  on  the  Surface  per- 
€  feftly  mortify'd,  reprefenting  Spots,  as 

*  fometimes  black,  at  others  purple  $  or 

*  elfc  having  the  Salt  and  Sulphur  exalted 
£  by  the  malign  and  pefaferous  Ferment , 
c  it  effe&s  fome  new  Produ&ion ,  and 
c  formeth  Humours  of  divers  Kinds/ 

Whilft  another  v  acquaints  us ,  that 
f  the  fame  Thing  happens  to  the  Mafs 

*  of  Blood  at  thefe  Times,  efpecially  at 


3.  S.  Pauli  Digref.  de  Feb.  Malign. 
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£  the  Anajlomofis  of  the  Veins  and  Ar- 

*  teries,  which  befalls  a  frozen  River , 

*  when  the  Froft  is  broke  5  for  as  then 
£  the  Ice  is  melted  by  the  kindly  Heat 

*  of  the  Sun,  fo  Nature  being  about  to 
£  fet  upon  the  Difeafe,  by  the  Benefit  of 

*  the  animal  Fire,  and  innate  Heat,  cool- 
1  ing  efpecially  after  the  State  of  the 
«  Difeafe,  and  burning  no  more  fo  pre- 
‘  ternaturally  as  before,  melts  the  Blood  , 

*  thicken’d  and  made  rough  by  the  febrile 
‘  Heat  in  the  Veins,  and  as  it  were  con- 
€  gealing  becaufe  of  abundance  of  Salt 
1  in  the  Extremities  5  and  as  a  Torrent 
1  or  River  carries  Fragments  of  Ice  ra- 
€  pidly  down  the  Stream,  fo  the  Blood 
€  in  the  Veins  throw's  off  fmall  Portions 
c  of  this  preternaturally  fixed  Salt,  which 
c  are  themfelves  indeed  the  Spots,  or  at 

*  leaft  make  them.  Sed 

- taliafando 

Temper  at  a  Rifu  ? - ■ 

Leaving  thefe  Speculations,  as  no  Ways 
inftru&ive,  I  come  to  the  Regimen  of 

thefe 
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thefe  Fevers,  which  as  in  the  foregoing, 
or  the  laft  I  recited,  muft  be  mild  and 
temperate,  efpecially  in  the  beginning,  if 
not  throughout  j  for  where  there  is  the 
dry  or  parchy  Tongue,  altho5  the  Pulfe 
is  low,  and  the  Spirits  languid,  the  Skin 
alfo  bedew'd  with  a  clammy  Madar ,  I 
never  could  perceive  good  from  the  hot 
and  fiery  Alexipharmicks  :  So  that  I  have 
always  prefer  d  the  Conf.  LujuL  with  the 
Lap.  Contrayer .  adding  fome  times  a  lit¬ 
tle  Crocus :  or  the  Conf.  Raleighanre  with 
the  Tufa,  e  chel.  C.  C.  to  the  Theriaca* 
Mithridatium .  Serpent ar?  &c.  tho*  at 
fome  times,where  the  Sick  has  complain’d 
rather  of  Cold  than  Heat,  I  have  dirc&ed 
a  Tin&ure  of  this  laft,  drawn  in  Treacle 
Water,  after  the  following  Manner,  to 
be  given  by  Spoonfuls. 

5 1  Rad .  Serpent  ar.  Virg .  3ij.  Con¬ 
trayer.  Coccinel^ j. 

Infunde  in  aq.  Theriacalis  &  Co- 
iat  litre  addenda  Syr .  Croci  \{f*  f 
Mixtura ,  cujus  Capiat  Cochl.  tria  Bo- 

lorum 
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lorum  vel  Hauftuum  Spatiis  inter - 
mediis , 

To  the  fame  Purpofe,  as  I  faid  before, 

I  allow  a  Glafs  of  Wine  ( miftake  me 
not,  I  do  not  fay  a  Draught  of  the  Aqua 
frigida )  in  his  Sweats. 

When  I  am  call'd  early  to  thefe  Fevers, 
and  find  the  Sick  complaining  of  a  Naufea, 

I  immediately  prefcribe  a  Vomit  of  the 
Indian  Root ,  or  Rad .  Ipecocuhmn £ :  Af¬ 
ter  which,  the  Patient  being  put  to  Bed, 
a  Blifter  is  to  be  lay'd  between  his  Shoul¬ 
ders,  not  only  for  the  Relief  of  his  Head, 
but  for  the  Security  of  his  Nerves,  from 
the  malign  Quality  of  the  Fever, 

The  Vomiting  over,  fome  temperate 
Alexipharmic  is  given  him  ,  fuch  as  I 
have  now  mention'd  5  or  as  the  Pulfe 
fhall  didate,  together  with  the  Temper 
in  which  I  find  him  as  to  Heat  or  Chill: 

A  day  or  two  after  ,  I  difcover  the  E- 
ruption,  which  perhaps  kept  out  of  fight 
till  now  5  but  by  the  fighing,  lo\y  Pulfe, 
unufualFaintnefs,  and  finking  about  the 

Heart, 
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Heart,  to  which  the  Patient  points,  I  eafily 
prefage  to  what  Species  the  Fever  belongs : 
which  difficult  and  interrupted  manner 
of  Refpiration,  with  the  Sicknefs  and 
Languor,  are  the  true  Charaflerijlics ,  and 
as  it  were  pathognomonical  to  an  eruptive 
Fever,  either  RubeoU  or  Miliary  y  as  the 
Cough,  Sneezing  and  watery  Eye  to  the 
Meades,  or  the  Lumbago ,  Vomiting  and 
Head-ach  to  the  Small  Pox  5  nor  have 
I,  unlefs  rarely,  been  deceiv'd  in  my  Ex¬ 
pectation. 

On  the  third  Day,  if  the  Appearance 
keeps  up,  or  the  Raffi  holds  frefh  and 
red,  the  Patient  Teeming  lefs  oppreft,  I 
go  on  as  before  5  but  when  I  perceive  it 
pale,  faint  and  retroceding,  I  appoint 
two  more  Blificrs  for  the  infide  cf  the 
Arms,  above  the  Elbows  $  and  the  next 
Day,  if  no  Sweat  breaks  out,  but  that 
his  Skin  is  dry,  as  alfo  his  Tongue,  his 
Eye  red,  or  the  Blood  crowded  in  the 
Arteries  thereof,  ( a  very  difeouraging 
Symptom)  two  more  behind  his  Ears^ 
reaching  to  the  Tides  of  his  Neck.  I  alfo 

leech 
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leech  the  Temples,  and  (have  his  Head  y 
which,  tho'  not  pain’d  after  the  manner 
of  a  common  Cefhalalgy ,  yet  I  find  him 
in  great  Confufion,  looking  as  it  were 
hurryed,  and  muttering  fbmewhat  out 
of  the  way,  like  aPerfon  in  a  Dream,  tho' 
his  Eyes  are  wide  open,  and  he  gets  no 
reft,  lyes  as  it  were  ftupid,  and  calls 
for  nothing :  At  which  Times,  as  I  fhall 
take  notice  prefently,  I  think  I  have 
known  Benefit  accrue  from  an  Epifpaftic 
continued  forne  Days  upon  the  back  part 
of  the  Head. 

And  thus  I  go  on  with  the  fame  tem» 
perate  Regimeny  only  varying  the  Form* 
as  I  fee  needful,  and  once  at  leaft  in  48 
Hours  applying  frefli  Blifters  to  fcveral 
Parts,  till  I  perceive  forne  fign  of  Con- 
co&ion  in  the  Urine,  and  a  critical  S  weat 
appear ;  which  continuing,  gives  a  turn 
for  the  better,  the  Eruption  all  this  while 
keeping  out,  and  running  its  ufual  Stage, 
according  to  the  genius  of  the  Fever, 
from  ieven  to  fourteen,  nay,  one  and 
twenty  Days,  as  the  Miliary  will  hold 
1  out. 
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out,  and  then  drying  away  themfelves; 
nor  am  I  ail  this  while  folicitous  about 
Stools,  rather  guarding  againft  loofe  ones : 
However  if  the  Patient  is  very  hot  and 
reftlefs,  with  Head-ach  accompanying,  I 
allow  of  Milk  and  Sugar  to  be  thrown 
up  as  a  Clyfter,  once  in  3  or  4  Days 3  if 
the  exceeding  weaknefs  of  the  Pulfe  does 
not  contra-indicate. 

About  the  Clofc,  when  every  Thing 
feenfd  to  take  a  fatal  Turn,  you  have  fre¬ 
quently  an  Aphth&i  which  may  be  com 
je&ur’d  coming  on,  from  the  great  Dry- 
nefs  of  all  Parts  of  the  Fauces  $  but  efpe- 
dally,  thofe  more  backward ,  attended 
with  feme  Difficulty  in  palling  of  his 
Liquors : .  When  this  proves  white,  and 
feparates  kindly,  after  few  Days,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  has  Hill  a  good  chance  for  an  Efcape  2 
But  if  black,  Alining  orglaffy,  fpreading 
farther  over  the  Talatey  too  long  durable  3 
or  if  calling  off,  returning  again,  there 
is  little  to  be  expe&ed  as  to  Recovery. 

This  Thrufh  is  not  to  be  meddled  with, 
but  Buffer  d,  like  Fruit  duly  ripened,  to 

fall 
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fall  off  it  felfj  nor  can  I  advife  any  Thing 
unlefs  a  little  of  the  warm  peftoral  De¬ 
ception,  to  be  thrown  in  at  thefe  Times  ; 
for  Nature,  who  has  found  out  the  way 
of  this  particular  Crifis,  will,  in  her  own 
Time,  beft  fit  it  for  throwing  off,  which 
Art  may  poflibly  interrupt,  by  a  too 
hafty  Separation,  from  the  Ufe  of  ma¬ 
turating  Gargarifms ,  or  fix  them  fafter 
by  rejlringent  ones. 

As  the  Aphthte,  thus  appearing  of  a 
mild  and  tradable  Difpofition,  has  ran- 
fom’d  many,  fo  others,  as  I  have  already 
noted,  after  a  defperate  Struggle  of  fome 
Days,  the  Fever  taking  the  Type  of  an 
Intermittent ,  have  thereby  efcaped  s  of 
which,  with  the  Method  of  its  Exhibi¬ 
tion,  and  the  time  of  taking  off  the  fame^ 
by  the  CorteXy  I  have  already  made  men¬ 
tion.  But  when  neither  of  thefe  prefent, 
and  that  the  Pulfe  ftill  flags,  the  Tremor 
encreafes  with  Subfultus ,  the  Tongue 
falters,  he  lets  go  his  Urine,  fails  into  a 
Comay  the  Features  fink,  as  does  the  Sick 
down  in  his  Bed,  he  gathers  up  the  Cloaths, 
S  picking 
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picking  them  with  his  Fingers,  his  ex¬ 
treme  Parts  are  cold,  as  are  his  Sweats : 
what  Hopes  remain?  Or  what  can  we 
preferibe,  that  will  avail?  Yet  even  here 
you  muft  not  give  him  up  as  absolutely 
loft,  how  great  foever  may  be  the  odds 
againft  him,  for  Reafons  with  which  you 
fhail  be  prefently  acquainted. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Fevers  which  have 
ravaged  our  City  of  London ,  through  all 
the  Quarters  of  the  Year,  for  many  of 
riiofe  paft.  Thefe  have  been  a  fort  of 
ftationary  Fever  with  us,  whatever  Inter - 
currents  have  pafied  between  :  And,  as  I 
may  fay,  Epidemical  among  us :  Thefe 
like  a  milder  Eejl  have  carry'd  off  great 
Numbers  of  our  Inhabitants,  infomuch 
that  not  a  quarter  Part,  who  have  been 
feized,  whatever  Management  they  un¬ 
derwent,  have  recover'd  from  the  fame  ; 
or  if  they  have,  (ex  Luto  quafi  Meliore  for - 
mati)  they  have  been  indebted,  as  remark'd 
above,  to  an  jiphth&i  or  elfe  the  Fever 
of  it  felf,  fortunately  changing  from  a 
'Zvvoxk  to  a ■Zvvoxns,  and  either  gradually, 

perfpi- 
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perfpiring  off  its  Forties ,  or  coming  to 
intermit,  has  had  its  Ferment  extinguifh’d 
by  the  Cortex . 

Nor  truly  can  I  fay  by  way  of  Frog- 
noftick ,  that  I  could  ever  gain  much  Affif- 
tance  from  Urofcopy ,  at  thefe  Times,  fo 
as  to  form  any  certain  Frtefagium  there¬ 
by  5  for  this  at  fome  times  appears  pale 
and  crude  5  fometimes  wheyifh,  at  others 
turbid  >  often  a  promifing  Enaorema  , 
and  as  often  a  kindly  Hypofiafis  :  Whilft 
yet  the  Fever  ftiil  goes  on  the  fame.  How 
frequently  are  we  deceiv'd  by  an  offer 
therein  towards  the  lateritious  Sediment* 
with  the  true  refemblance  of  a  Faroxyfm* 
fuch  as  the  Chill,  the  Yawn,  the  Heat 
and  Sweats?  yet  all  fuddenly  going  off, 
and  in  one  Night's  time  changed  for 
the  worfe,  with  Subfultus,  ‘Delirium * 

Spafm ,  and  the  direful  train  of  nervous 
Symptoms,  prefently  fucceeding. 

So  fickle  are  our  curative  Indications  - 

o 

So  infcrutable  Nature  in  her  Turns  and 
Changes,  who  fcarce  leaves  any  Thing 
but  the  Pulfe  to  guide  us,  and  that  too, 

(the*  not  fo  often)  fometimes  fails  us. 

The 
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The  next  I  intend  to  fpeak  to,  is  the 
intermitting  Fever,  which  I  have  differ¬ 
enced  before5  as  primary  and  fecondary : 
And  this  laft  I  have  already  obferved , 
where  I  took  notice  that  by  the  fame, 
was  to  be  underftood  any  of  the  conti- 
nent  Kind,  taking  the  Shape  thereof,  and 
admitting  the  fame  Cure,  viz.  the  com¬ 
mon  Febrifuge .  By  the  Brim  ary  >  you  are 
to  underftand  what  our  People  call  an 
Ague:  A  Di  item  per  fo  well  known,  as 
to  want  no  Defcription  5  tho*  in  its  Caufe, 
at  lead  its  Appearances,  and  Returns  with 
the  Gnomon  on  the  Dial  to  the  fame  Hour, 
as  intricate  (if  not  more  fo)  as  the  reft. 

No  wonder  then  that  in  the  Ages  of 
Ignorance  and  Superftition,  a  Difeafe  that 
carry ’d  fo  much  refemblance  of  Inch  ant- 
•merit ,  fhould  be  fet  upon  by  Charms  and 
Incantations :  Or  that  Phyficians  them- 
felves  fhould  give  into  the  fame,  as  they 
did  in  others,  where  there  feemed  more 
of  the  Getov  n  or  unaccountable  :  As  the 
Epilepfy ,  which  was  named  Morbus  Hi 
vinus-}  alfo  Baffio  Sacra ,  the  Chorea  SanCti 

Vith 
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Viti,  and  the  ‘Plague,  with  fundry  others, 
undertaken  the  lame  way  :  Hence  alio 
the  Rife  of  Amulets,  with  the  Pericar¬ 
dia,  ftill  in  ufe  among  fome,  and  coun¬ 
tenanc'd  by  the  Sticcefs  of  Experiments 
luckily  tim'd,  the  Difeafe  going  off  at 
that  jun&ure,  or  owing  merely  to  the 
force  of  Imagination  impreillng  the  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  thereby  giving  Rich  furprifing 
turn  to  the  Humours,  that  many  have 
been  thus  freed,  infenfibly  as  it  were 
from  thefe  Diftempers. 

I  need  not  tell  you ,  what  a  Handle 
this  has  been  made  of  late,  to  abufe  our 
credulous  People,  with  Necklaces  tohaften 
the  cutting  of  their  Children’s  Teeth,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  febrifuge  Liquid,  bound 
upon  the  carpal  Artery,  to  remove  all 
forts  of  Fevers,  without  other  Medicines ; 

Gout  Stones  to  be  carry'd  in  their  Pockets^ 
when  the  Vender  has  pickt  the  Money 
out;  with  others  as  ridiculous,  our  News 
Papers  are  daily  full  of ;  but  in  an  Age 
of  fo  much  Light  and  newDifcovery,  'tis 
lefs  admirable  thefe  Phenomena  of  Agues 
\  Cfz  fliould 
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fhould  be  mechanically  folved,  whether 
truly  or  not  I  will  not  fay  :  but  this  I  am 
fure  I  may,  that  their  Cure*  by  a  lucky 
Difcovery,  is  now  more  fuccefsfully  en- 
terprized  than  heretofore  :  When  the 
Caufe  being  placed  in  ibme  certain  Hu¬ 
mour  of  the  Blood,  as  Phlegm ,  Choler , 
Melancholly ,  giving  rife  to  the  diverfe 
Returns,  viz.  daily,  every  third  or  fourth, 
fo  much  Time  was  taken  up  in  prepar¬ 
ing  the  faid  Humours,  by  feme  aperient 
Medicines,  before  they  were  fitted  for 
Evacuation,  by  fpecific  Catharticks  alfo, 
as  the  Phlegmagogue f  Cholagogue ,  and  Me- 
lanagogue  Draughts,  or  A po ferns  :  That 
the  Sick  was  hereby  miferably  harras'd 
between  his  Diftemper  and  his  Doftor, 
and  at  length  deftroy'd  5  infomuch  that 
the  intermitting  Fever  was  in  thofe  Daysf 
as  truly  an  Opprobrium  to  the  Phyfician, 
as  the  Gout  in  ours.  And  if  the  Patient 
was  at  length  fet  free,  as  by  the  advance 
©f  the  Spring  Seafon,  the  Strength  of 
Nature,  or  otherwife ,  it  was  rather  ow¬ 
ing  to  her,  than  the  Undertaker, 
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But  now  a  word  or  two  in  the  way 
of  Explanation  of  the  Symptoms  of  an 
Intermittent ,  which  I  fhall  give  you  firft 
from  one  of  our  principal  Mechanicians , 
Dr.  Pitcairn,  who  in  his  Elements  lays 
down  the  following,  founded  upon  Bel 
lints  20th  Proportion  in  his  Trail,  de  Feb, 
c  The  fenfe  of  Cold  in  the  attack  of 

*  an  Intermittent ,  mull  proceed  either 
c  from  the  Obftru&ions  of  the  capiL 
‘  lary  Veffels,  about  the  Extremities  of 
c  the  Body,  or  from  the  Blood's  being 
1  too  thick  in  thofe  Parts :  But  ftnee  the 

*  Pulfe  is  alfo  low ,  or  the  Artery  but 
1  weakly  diftended,  the  Blood  muft  be 
€  lefs  rarify’d  5  whence  that  Obflruftion 
e  is  neceffarily  from  too  great  a  thick’ 

*  nefs  of  Blood  :  But  when  the  Heat  af 

*  terwards  arifes,  the  Lentor  being  waOied 
£  out  of  the  Arteries,  into  larger  Veins, 

*  where  there  is  more  room  for  Rari- 
1  faction,  and  from  thence  into  the  Heart 
<  and  Lungs  5  and  the  Heat  being  per- 
«  ceived  in  the  Parts  neareft  the  Heart, 

‘  where  the  Velocity  is  greateft,  fooner 

3  l  than 
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r  than  in  the  Extremities,  and  moil  re. 
c  mote  Parts  :  It  is  manifeft  that  the  Mo* 

£  tion  and  Rarifadtion  of  the  Blood  is  in- 
€  creafed^  whereby  the  obftruding  Vif- 
*  cidities  being  broken,  Sweat  breaks  out, 

‘  and  there  is  an  end  or  determination 
c  of  the  Fit/ 

But  farther,  as  to  the  flated  Returns, 
the  Criticon  tells  us,  that  the  febrile  Mat¬ 
ter,  which  is  put  off  thus  periodically  in 
different  Individuals,  cannot  be  capable 
of  equal  Attenuation ,  in  equal  Times: 
Some  requiring  4,  others  10,  others  20 
Days,  before  it  is  ripen’d,  and  comes  to 
its  Hate  of  Exclufion,  which  holds  true 
In  continual  Fevers :  And  fince  Agues 
are  but  repeated  Fevers,  requiring  the 
lame  Space  in  the  whole,  tho*  interrupted, 
or  at  different  Times,  which  Sydenham 
had  formerly  remark'd,  and  whence  our 
Author  has  borrow'd  the  fame,  we  may 
conclude  the  Blood's  mixture  fo  very  he¬ 
terogenous,  as  to  contain  feveral  Quan¬ 
tities  of  this  Matter,  each  having  its  dif¬ 
ferent  Degrees  of  Gohefion ,  alt  ho’  of 

the 
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the  fame  Species  :  One  Parcel  of  which 
is  already  fit  for  Exclufion  ;  another  not 
till  to  morrow  at  the  fame  time  or  lon¬ 
ger  :  Hence  the  exadnefs  of  Turn*  and 
the  due  diftance  of  Fits  :  hence  Tertians 
change  into  Quotidians  at  fome  times, 
and  viceverfa:  hence  it  is  we  often  fee 
6  or  7  Fits  and  no  more  :  hence  its  lon¬ 
ger  Duration  from  a  greater  Quantity 
of  thefe  unequal  Cohefions,  requiring 
exadly  fo  many  Circulations,  before  their 
Maturation  :  So  that  fuppofe  a  Perfon 
( taking  in  a  little  Algebra )  feized  with 
a  Tertian ,  and  that  the  Quantities  of 
Matter  be  expreft  in  the  Letters  follow¬ 
ing,^,  by  Cy  dy  e,f  g  ;  let  us  fuppofe  (for 
we  are  fill  in  the  way  of  Suppofit  ion)  the 
Particle  a  to  begin  on  Mondayy  then  the 
Particle  g  will  produce  a  Fit  on  the  Sa¬ 
turday  fev'n- night  $  if  they  are  cur'd  at 
gy  then  £  has  required  15  days  Matura¬ 
tion,  and  therefore  muft  a  too  ;  hence  it 
is  we  are  often  difordefd  for  fome  days 
before  Fevers  and  Agues.  w 

w  Criticon  Febrium  p.  83. 

Q.+ 
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Again,  faith  he,  fome  deny  that  there 
is  an  acid  in  the  Blood,  altho*  the  fame 
is  apparent  to  the  Sen fes,  in  feveral  of 
the  Humours  fecreted  thence  $  by  which 
being  coagulated,  there  arifeth  this  fenfe 
of  cold  in  Horrors  5  and  the  Reafon  why 
it  returns  periodically.  Dr.  Willis  will 
have  owing  to  a  certain  quantity  of  the 
depraved  Juices,  necefiary  to  produce  a 
cParoxyfm ;  and  that  fuch  quantity  is  ga¬ 
ther'd  at  a  ftated  Time,  according  to  the 
genius  of  the  Intermittent ,  as  in  one 
Day,  two  or  three. 

The  laft  Opinion  I  fhall  quote  heres 
relating  to  the  regular  Returns  of  thefe 
Fevers,  (hall  be  that  of  Helvetius  *,  *  who 
c  placing  the  caufe  of  Fevers  in  gene- 

*  ral,  as  we  have  formerly  obferved  in 

*  the  lymphatic  Juice ,  clog’d  with  fome 

*  foreign  Humours,  which  flowing  into 
‘  the  Veffels  of  the pnm£  via,  come  afl 
f  ter  to  mix  with  the  Blood :  Firft,  thick- 
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c  ning  it  by  Means  of  that  Sournefs  and 
‘  Crudity  they  bring  along  with  them  5 
c  by  which  its  fermentative  Motion  is  a- 
‘  bated ,  and  confequently  the  Heat  of 
4  the  Parts,  with  the  Strength  of  the 

*  Pulfe  5  thence fucceeds theColdnefs  with 
€  flownefs  thereof,  fhivering,  yawning 

*  with  other  Symptoms,  which  go  be- 
€  fore  the  \ Taroxyfm  of  an  intermitting 
‘  Fever.  This  is  the  State  which  is  called 
1  the  cold  Fit ;  at  this  time  the  Humours 
€  in  the  Blood  cannot  long  circulate,  but 

*  they  muft  diffolve  and  meet  with  a 

*  number  of  Particles  difpofed  to  fer~ 

€  ment  :  They  therefore  caufe  a  Fermen- 
6  tation,  whofe  brisknefs  is  in  proper* 

€  tion  to  their  Quantity  :  This  is  what 
c  kindles  the  Fever  and  renders  it  more 
e  or  lefs  burning  :  And  when  all  thefe 
1  Particles  have  boiled  for  fome  time, 

*  and  have  no  longer  a  Difpofition  to 
£  ferment  together,  the  Juices  ceafe  to 

*  be  agitated,  their  Tumult  is  quieted, 
i  and  their  natural  State  returns.  During 

*  the  Taroxyfmy  thefe  indigefted  Hih 

‘  mours. 
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*  mours,  which  were  intangled  in  a  thick 

*  Lympha,  and  detain  d  in  the  lymphatic 
1  Veftels,  do  not  fufficiently  partake  of 
«  the  general  Motion  of  all  the  Fluids  s 

*  fo  that  what  paffes  in  the  Blood*  is  not 
€  able  to  diffolve  them*  they  requiring1 
c  a  fixed  and  limited  time  for  their  Di~ 
c  geftion  and  Diffolution  :  And  this  is 

*  what  makes  the  Type  of  intermitting 
c  Fevers  fo  regular  5  fo  that  the  difference 
1  between  the  continual  and  intermitting 

*  Fever,  confifts  in  this  {if  we  may  credit 
this  French  Author )  £  that  in  the  firft? 
£  the  Humours  are  thinner  and  morediP 
£  ingaged  than  in  the  laft,  hence  thofe  con- 
€  tinue  to  difingage  themfelves  without 
4  Interruptions  whilft  thefe  cannot,unlefs 
£  at  ftated  Times  or  regular  Periods/ 

What  fort  of  Mechanijm,  or  what  Phi- 
lofophy ,  we  have  here,  to  foive  the  ‘Phe¬ 
nomena  of  intermitting  Fevers  or  Agues  , 
I  fhall  leave  you  to  judge :  Whilft  on 
my  own  part,  notwithftanding  all  that 
has  been  here  recited,  I  rnuft  ftill  believe 
the  fame  oneof  Nature’s  Arcana^  or  hidden 

Myfte- 
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Myfteries ;  Nor  do  I  conceive  it  of  great 
moment  to  pry  farther  thereinto  ,  fincc 
a  kind  Providence  has  dire&ed  us  to  an 
Antidote  Jpecifical ,  if  any  thing  can  dc- 
ferve  the  Name  $  or  by  which  the  Dif- 
eafe  is  fubdued,  as  we  fay  ,  at  once  5 
the  manner  of  whofe  Exhibition  has 
been  fo  well  deliver’d  by  Sydenham  and 
others,  and  fo  continually  in  Ufc  among 
us,  that  I  may  doubtlefs  fave  my  felf  the 
trouble  of  more  Words  about  it.  I  am 
fure  no  Theory  nor  Hypothefis ,  either 
Thyfical  or  Mechanical ,  gave  the  firft 
hint  of  this  divine  Fvemedy,  which  was 
found  out  merely  by  Ohfervation ;  and 
from  repeated  Tryal,  brought  into  Prac¬ 
tice  :  And  after  the  fame  is  once  difco- 
ver’d,  we  then  go  upon  folving  Problems* 
Thus  according  to  one  of  thefe,  y  what¬ 
ever  hinders  Coagulation  of  the  Bloody 
will  cure  thefe  Fevers  5  and  if  you  bleed 
upon  the  Cortex ,  the  Blood  will  keep  its 
Fluidity  :  The  like  of  Crab's  Eyes ,  Sal 


y  Idem  Ibid. 
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Abfynth .  er  Armon .  which  hinder  the 
Blood’s  Coagulation .  Yet  thele,  I  fear,  un« 
lefs  very  rarely,  flop  the  Fits  of  the  fame 
Fever  1  but  if  by  their  property  of  pre- 
ferving  the  Fluidity  of  the  Blood,  this 
Alteration  is  effe&ed,  how  comes  it  that 
Alum,  of  which  this  Gent.,  makes  men¬ 
tion,  among  feme  other  Febrifuges ,  fo 
frequently  produces  the  iike  ?  Whence 
others  have,  with  more  Reaion,  taken  up 
a  perfuafion,  that  the  Cure  is  here  brought 
about  by  its  power  of  eonftipating,  or 
locking  up  the  Ferment ,  that  gives 
Rife  thereto  1  and  this  is  doubtlefs  very 
plain  to  our  daily  Obfervation,  that  we 
have  not  a  more  noble  Ifch£may  or  blood 
Stauncher ,  where  the  fame  arifes  from 

■  •  i 

any  inward  Breach  of  the  Veffel ,  or 
fw eating  through  by  Reafon  of  its  Acri¬ 
mony  and  Tenuity,  efpecially  if  attended 
with  a  feverifh  Heat,  than  this  of  the 
Cortex  :  So  vain  and  precarious  are  molt 
qf  our  Hypothefes  j  fo  diverfe  and  difa- 
greeable  our  Argumentation  about  fome 
phyfical  Appearances  $  from  which  we 

may 
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may  obtain  indeed  this  Satisfa&ion  * 
that  both  the  Nature  or  real  Effence  of 
moll:  Difeafes,  as  well  as  the  manner  of 
the  Operation  of  Medicines,  or  the  Re¬ 
medies  which  fubdue  them,  are  hidden 
from  us :  And  that  we  ought  to  be  ex* 
ceeding  cautious,  left  in  attempting  the 
Solution  of  fuch  Problems ,  as  Nature  her 
felf  has  not  fufficiently  difeover’d  to  us, 
we  do  not  lay  our  own  Ignorance  open, 
inftead  of  her  Tranfa&ions. 

This  one  Thing  however  let  me  far¬ 
ther  advife,  with  refpeft  to  the  Bark , 
that  before  you  give  it,  the  Stomach  be 
well  cleanfed  off  its  {limy  Contents,  by 
a  Vomit,  the  Morning  or  Evening  be* 
fore  the  Fit  $  and  indeed  I  think  it  were 
much  to  be  wifhed,  that  we  were  Matters 
of  fome  Preparation  thereof,  that  might 
conceal  it  from  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Patient,  and  render  it  more  facile 
to  be  taken  by  fome  of  thefe.  As  no 
fmall  Advantage  might  accrue  hereby  to 
\ Tharmacy ,  fo  like  wife  to  certain  preju* 
diced  People,  who  are  to  be  cheated  in 
3  to 
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to  Health,  and  will  by  no  Means  admit 
of  it  knowingly,  altho*  we  cannot  other- 
ways  help  them. 

The  Infuftons  or  TinStures  and  "Decoc¬ 
tions  thereof,  I  have  try  d  often,  but  I 
cannot  fay  with  that  Certainty  and  De- 
pendance,  as  when  taken  in  the  Subdance. 

I  have  feen  alfo  an  Extra£l  here  in 
Town,  that  has  alnfwer’d  much  better 
than  either  of  the  former ;  but  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  hit  rightly ,  or  preferve  a  due 
Confidence,  with  full  Energy  r  being  fo 
apt  to  grow  dry  and  refinous,  and  to 
crumble,  unlefs  moidedd  with  Spirit  of 
Wine,  fo  as  to  form  it  into  Pills. 

Some  put  a  large  Quantity,  as  2  or  3 
pound  of  the  bed  Bark  grofly  powder’d^ 
into  a  datable  one  of  re&ify’d  Spirit : 
Which  having  placed  in  Balneo,  the  re- 
fmous  Parts  are  then  dilfolved ,  and  a 
deep  rubicund .  Tincture  drawn- $  after 
which  the  Faces  are  boiled  in  a  watery 
Menftruum ,  to  get  forth  its  diptic  Parts, 
which  being  drongly  expred,  and  the 
greated  part  of  the  Spirit  drawn  off,  in 

4  order 
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order  to  preferve  the  fame  for  the  like 
or  other  Purpofes,  the  remaining  Tinc¬ 
ture  is  mix'd  with  this  Exprejfion ,  and 
gradually  evaporated  to  an  Extract,  a 
Scruple  of  which  in  3  Pills,  or  half  a 
Dram  at  mod  in  4,  for  grown  Perfons ; 
with  half  this  Quantity  for  Children,  has 
anfwer’d  double  the  fame  of  the  Pow- 

•  *  »  N 

der. 

Whether  the  Magma  calcin'd,  would 
afford  any  Quantity  of  fix'd  Salt,  I  know 
not,  never  feeing  it  try’d ;  but  if  it  would, 
and  were  added  to  the  Extract ,  as  in 
Raleigh's  ConfeEiion ,  it  would,  if  no  o- 
therwife,  certainly  contribute  to  keep  it 
from  growing  hard,  and  fo  very  brittle. 

Of  near  Refemblance  to  the  forego* 
ing,  or  much  the  fame,  is  this  enfuing 
Recipe  from  Dr.  ‘Pitcairn,  which  he  terms 
a  French  Preparation  thereof:  And  gives 
from  3#  to  3L  4  Dofes,  in  the  interval 
of  the  Paroxyfm  :  Having  once  or  oft- 
ner  vomited  the  Patient,  before  the  Ex¬ 
hibition  thereof 
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Cort .  JVr#  modo  pulv,  t bj. 

Indatur  MatraciOy  &  affunde  Spir . 

lb//.  w.r  Z^r/7^  ‘lvz- 
n////// ,  quod  f£pms  debet  agitari . 
Stet  bene  claufum  in  Arena  mode¬ 
rate  calidaf  frequenter,  ut  diEtum  eft* 
eoncutiendo :  &  cum  Spiritus  pur- 
pureum  Color em  acquiftverit  [Stgnum 
Solutionis  partium  Goriicis  reftno fa- 
rum)  augeatur  Calor ,  adhuc  conti - 
nuando  donee  Menftruum  plene  fa- 
turatum  eft  :  dein  frige  feat  vas ,  fy 
colatur  TinElura  bis  terve  per  pan- 
num  lineum ,  fort  iter  exprimendo ,  & 
infunde  Colatur  am  in  phialam  alte¬ 
ram,  Indatur  refiduum  in  Matra • 
cium ,  &  iterum  colloca  fuper  Are- 
nam  calidam ,  tunc  affunde  Vini  Gal- 
lici  lb//,  &  concute  ut  ante  a :  cum 
tam  Colore  quam  Sap  ore ,  apparef 
Salinas  partes  Corticis  abforberi 
coletur  ut  prius .  Mifceantur  liquor es, 
&  und  indantur  vitreo  Cucurbito  fu¬ 
per  Calorem  temperatum ,  e vapor en- 

fur > 
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tur,  dim  partes  rejinofte  later ibus  vaf- 
cult  adhdcrentesr  removentur ,  ut  in 
fundum  fiubjideant  ,  &  tandem  cum 
pars  major  humiditatis  hoc  modo  fit 
dbfiwmpta ,  infiunde  refidnam  in  *vi- 
treum  vafiemjfuper  Arenam  ponendoj 
&  dddendo  %iij.  Syr .  e  fiuccoChermes , 
lent  agitatione  &  Calore  evapore- 
tur  reliqua  pars  humiditatis  ad  Con- 
fifientiam  ExtracU. 

To  each  Dofe  of  this  Extract,  or  each 
other,  if  a  "Diarrhoea  happens,  may  be 
added  half  a  Grain  or  a  Grain  of  the  Ex- 
tratt.  Thebaic . 

A  thin  Extract  alfo  of  Gentian  Root 
with  Chamomile  f  lowers,  he  fays,  may 
be  fuhftituted  in  the  Place  of  the  fore¬ 
going,  where  that  fucceed-s  not  5  or  this 
Mixture  of  Dekkers,  cry'd  up  by  fomc. 

4 »  .  - 

R  Cort.  Lign .  Guaj.  Fraxin .  and  Z j* 
Extr .  Rad .  Angel .  Gentian .  Anti- 
mon ,  Diaphoret .  /^/.  F#/.  Armen . 
0/20  9/.  Myrrh .  9//.  Rulvis  in 
aBo  Chartulas . 
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The  following  from  Fuller ,  I  have 
known  fometimes  take  Place*  when  the 
Bark  has  been  ineffectual* 

Sal  Abfinth .  Antimon .  FBia- 

phoret .  zj.flor .  ChamomeL  3ij&.  m.  f. 
pulvis  in  tot  idem  (viz*.)  otto  Chart  as  a 

Bates  has  another*  which  he  calls  Fe- 
brtfugus  certuSj  vide  Bharm .  Bat. 

The  Empirical  Cure  is  this*  which  has 
often  anfwer’d,  and  was  a  great  Secret 
with  Dr.  Brooks . 

Alumims  Bj.  Nuc .  Mofc.pulv.  Bij. 
Sac  char.  9  ft.  r#.  /.  Bulvis  dandus 
quart  a  quaque  hora  cum  quolibet  Ve- 
hiculo  in  intervallo  Baroxyfmi , 
mitorio  precedent  i . 

To  the  Intermittent  appertains  an 
Anomalous  one*  frequently  obferved  in 
thofe  Seafons  *  where  the  Genius  of  the 
jlationary  Fever  inclines  that  way ,  or 
becomes  Epidemical  which  it  muft  furely 

have 
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have  been  about  the  time  when  Dr.  Mor¬ 
ton  pen'd  his  Obfervations. 

It  is  called  Anomalous,  not  for  its  ir¬ 
regular  Returns,  but  its  appearance  like 
a  Counterfeit*  under  thefhapeof  fomeo- 
ther  Difeafe,  as  Head-ach,  Pain  in  the  Side, 
Cholick,Cholera, Nephritic  Illnefs  :  Nay, 
even  a  Tooth-achand  Ophtnalmy,  which 
I  have  feen  feveral  Times  coming  perio¬ 
dically,  and  miferably  affliding  the  Pa¬ 
tient  for  many  Hours,  then  leaving  him 
till  the  next  return  :  So  that  indeed  ini 
every  Illnefs  affliding  the  Body  at  ftated 
Periods  or  Intervals,  altho*  the  ufual  Symp¬ 
toms  of  Shivering,  Heat,  or  Sweats,  do 
not  appear,  this  Remedy  ought  to  be 
tryed,  and  rarely  fails,  efpecially  where 
the  Urine,  by  its  brick-duft  Sediment^ 
betrays  this  5 Proteus  like  Enemy,  or  con¬ 
ceal’d  Ferment,  to  be  got  into  the  Blood : 
And  Purely  thofe  Praditioners  know  very 
little  of  this  Drug,  who  ufe  the  fame 
no  otherwife  than  as  a  Febrifuge  for  Agues 
and  intermitting  Fevers :  Since  there  is 
fcarce  a  better  Remedy  to  be  met  with, 
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fox  giving  a  Springinefs  or  new  Life,  as 
it  were,  to  the  feeble  and  impoveriflfd 
flate  of  the  Blood  ,  to  bind  up  its  lax 
Texture,  and  fecure  it  from  breaking 
forth  its  Boundaries,  when  by  its  Heat 
and  Acrimony  (as  we  have  remark’d  be¬ 
fore)  it  is  liable  thereunto  :  Nor  in  hj - 
fierical  and  hypochondriacal  Cafes, when  a 
Conftitution  has  been  Matter’d  by  feme 
chronical lllnefs,  whereby  both  Solids  and 
Fluids  have  been  much  weaken'd  in  their 
Tone,  have  we  a  more  noble  corrobo¬ 
rative  or  reiterative  Medicine,  than  the 
Bark,  given  in  proper  Quantities,  and  at 
due  diftances  of  Time* 

This  farther  I  would  alfo  have  you 
take  Notice  of,  as  you  may  of  Opium,  vk i* 
where  there  is  a  proper  Indication  for 
them,  there  is  hardly  any  thing  to  con-* 
tra- indicate  their  XJfc. 

Thus  as  no  Man  in  his  Senfes  would 
venture  an  afthmatic  or  a  phthifical  Per- 
fen,  at  other  Times,  with  a  Grain  of 
Opium ,  or  a  Dram  of  the  Cortex,  by  rea- 
fen  of  their  conftipating  or  incrafTating 
,  Qualities : 
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Qualities :  Yet  in  a  very  extreme  Cho- 
liek,  or  other  Spafm,  as  the  former  muft 
be  direded,  fo  to  put  by  the  Tardxyfm 
of  a  regular  Intermittent ,  we  may  alfo 
fafely  adminifter  the  latter.  This  only 
by  the  way. 

The  laft  of  the  Fevers  I  fhall  touch  Upon, 
fhall  be  the  Heclick,  which  the  beft  Wri¬ 


ter  upon  that  Subjed,  Dr.  Moreton  *,  has 
diftirtguifh’d  as  original  ahd  fympthmdti- 
cal :  The  firft  of  thefe  he  tells  Us  is  alfo 


divided  into  two,  an  Atrophy  and  a  Con- 
fumption  of  the  Lungs. 

But  whoever  rightly  confiders,  will  find 
few  Inftances  of  this  Diftemper,  which 
are  not  fome  way  fymptomatical,  or  that 
take  not  their  Rife  from  fome  preceding 
Illnefs. 


Thus  when  a  Tpberde,  one  or  more, 
through  Obftrudion  of  fome  excretory 
Duds,  formed  in  the  veficulous  Subftance 
of  the  Lungs,  Increafes  and  begets  a  diffi- 


*  Phthiiiologia. 
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culty  in  breathing,  which  after  a  while 
inflaming,  a  Symptomatic  Fever  is  oc- 
cafion'd,  till  at  length  impoftumating, 
the  Blood  being  tainted  or  imbued  with 
certain  purulent  Particles  in  its  Paflage, 
a  putrid  Fever  accedes  to  the  Inflam¬ 
matory ,  with  all  the  dire  Train  of  Symp¬ 
toms  following,  and  gives  rife  to  this 
particular  Denomination  of  a  Confump - 
tion  of  the  Lungs?  bepaufe  that  is  the 
Organ  where  the  Malady  began ;  but  if 
the  like  Apofteme,  whether  by  Stones 
or  Inflammation  otherwife  ftirred  up* 
is  formed  in  the  Kidney,  a  Cafe  very 
common,  there  is  furely  as  much  Rea» 
fon  to  term  this  a  Confumption  of  that 
Partj  or  fuppofe  in  any  other  Vifcus » 
than  which  nothing  more  fo,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  like  mifchievous  Symptoms, 
as  polluting  the  Blood,  kindling  a  Flame 
therein,  <&c.  Why,  I  fay,  may  not  tliefe, 
by  the  fame  Right,  be  named  Confump- 
tions  of  the  feveral  Bowels  where  the 
Abfcefs  is  firft  form'd,  and  by  which  the 
Blood  and  nervous  Fluid  are  in  like 

Manner 
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Manner  vitiated  and  render’d  unfit  to 
be  afllmulated  in  the  Way  of  Nutrition* 
or  fupply  of  the  daily  Wafte  upon  the 
Parts } 

I  own  the  Apofteme  of  the  Lungs, 
beins  the  moft  common  on  the  Account 
of  its  fpongy  and  lax  Texture,  liable  to 
be  flufft  with  fuliginous  Recrements, 
and  foreign  Corpufcles  drawn  in  with 
the  Air,  and  a  Breach  in  its  Subftance, 
through  the  conftant  Motion  in  Refpi- 
ration,  hardly,  if  ever,  confolidated  : 
This,  I  fay  therefore,  in  the  Way  of  Em- 
phafisy  is  call’d  a  Confumption ,  and  that 
original \  tho*  no  more  fo,  than  thofe 
from  Abfceffes  elfewhere,  which  take 
their  Rife  from  fome  other  Diftempers 
going  before  ;  fuch  as  the  Scrofula  or 
Struma ,  the  Scurvy  or  other  faline  Dif- 
crafy  'm  the  Juices  of  the  Blood,  inter¬ 
nal  Haemorrhages  from  a  Solution  of 
Continuity  in  fome  of  the  Parts,  by 
which  the  Veffels  are  laid  open  $  the 
Lues  Veneredy  FiJiutaSy  the  Confequence 
of  fome  inward  Apoftemation,  which 

R  4  cannot 
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cannot  be  healed,  nor  with  Safety  laid 

'  > 

open  5  Cachexy s  or  Chlorofes ,  with  what¬ 
ever  heaps  up  Obftructions  in  the  Me- 
ftntpry,  whereby  the  chylous  Liquor  is 
either  foured,  intercepted,  or  work'd  up, 
by  Means  thereof,  into  a  putrid  and  pre¬ 
ternatural  Effervefcence,  deftroylng  the 
Balfam  of  the  Blood,  and  kindling  this 


particular  Fever,  which  being  flow  and 
lingering,  the  Patient  is  often  deluded 
with  vain  Hopes  of  his  Recovery,  when 
his  Cafe,  to  the  difeerning  Phyfician,  is 
truly  hopclefs  and  incurable* 

The  nervous  Atr&phy  takes  its  Rife 
more  particularly  from  fome  Defeft  in 
the  Fluid  of  the  Nerves  $  for  as  this,  to- 
gethcr  with  that  of  the  Blood,  feem  to 
contribute  to  the  Motion  of  the  Body, 
as  is  manifeft  by  the  Ligature  made  up¬ 
on  the  great  Artery,  by  which  the  Paf- 

' *  t  ■  *  < 

Page  thereof  is  hinder'd  to  the  Limbs, 
as  well  as  on  thofe  of  the  Nerves,  where¬ 


by  the  Parts  below  are  deprived  of  the 
fame,  fo  both  Purely  have  their  Share 
in  ;ts  Nourishment}  and  as  the  latter*  pol- 
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luted  fome  how,  or  vitiated  in  its  Crafty 
gives  rife  to  the  hedical  Diforders  of 
which  we  are  now  fpeaking,  and  have 
already  enumerated  $  fo  the  firft,  after 
a  more  peculiar  Manner,  is  concerned 
in  thofe  we  call  Confumptions  of  the 
Nerves,  or  nervous  Atrophys,  derived 
from  the  Greek,  ex  aparticula  privativa, 
&  nutrio ,  /,  e.  without  Nourifh- 

nient,  the  Diftindion  between  which 
two  is  fo  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  un- 
Jfefs  he  obferves  the  fame,  no  Man  can 
Sired  a  proper  Regimen  for  the  Cure* 
which  is,  at  leaft  ought  to  be,  as  diffe¬ 
rent  as  that  of  the  fanguineous  and  ner¬ 
vous  Fever . 

for  as  the  Confumption,  fo  call’d,  of 
the  Lungs,  and  others,  proceeding  from 
Inflammation  or  Abfcefs ,  which  lay  this 
Foundation  for  what  we  call  a  HeCiick, 
fixing  upon  the  Habit  of  the  Body  in 
general  5  as  thefe,  I  fay,  require  the  mod 
temperate,  humeding,  refrigerating  and 
edulcorating  Remedies,  to  fof ten  the 
ucrid  HumdJrs,  and  extinguish  this  pre- 

datory 
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datory  Fire  kindled  therein  j  fuch,  for 
Inftance,  as  the  Sarfa  and  China  cDe~ 
coElions,  the  Abforbentia ,  with  the  Afs\ 
Milk9  Almond  Emuljions,  and  the  Milk 
cJDiet  in  general :  So  the  nervous,  in 
which  the  Sick  complains  rather  of  Cold 
than  Heat,  calls  for  a  warmer  Method, 
as  Chalyheats  and  Bitters,  to  comfort 
and  fortify  the  Digeftion,  and  mend  the 
Appetite  $  which  being,  as  it  were,  pall'd, 
is  neither  craving  fqr  Food,  nor  able  to 
concod  rightly  what  is  receiv’d.  Hence 
in  general  the  Atrophia  Tartium  is  a 
Confequence  of  the  Atonia  Nervorum 
and  the  Marafmus  enfuing  thefe  Con- 
fumptions,  owing,  as  I  faid  but  now,  ra¬ 
ther  to  fome  Fault  in  the  nervous ,  than 
f anguine ous  Fluid,  taking  its  Beginning 
oftentimes  front  Grief,  Melancholy,  or 
fome  other  Pafliqn,  without  a  Trefpafs 
in  the  other  Nannaturals  s  fo  that  after 
all,  it  may  be  made  a  Queftion,  whether 
we  have  any  Confumptions  original, 
unlcfs  the  hereditary ,  or  thofe  which 
from  the  Parent  are  impreft  on  the 

Trima 
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‘Prima  Stamina  Vita,  in  the  Offspring 
Foetus. 

From  both,  however,  whether  fan - 
gaineous  or  nervous  Confumptions ,  we 
may,  in  the  W ay  of  Corollary ,  make  this 
juft  Obfervation  5  that  fince  there  is  no 
folid  Part  of  the  Animal  Compage  de¬ 
ft  roy’d  thereby,  the  raoft  thin  and  mea¬ 
ger  Perfon  having  the  fame  Number  of 
Mufcles  and  Membranes  as  the  corpu¬ 
lent,  not  a  fingle  Fibre,  unlefs  in  the 
Cafe  of  Ulcers,  either  external  or  in- 
ternal,  deftroy’d,  all  which  is  loft  in 
Weight  being  the  5 Parenchyma  fo  call’d, 
made  up  of  divers  Liquors,  lodg’d  in 
their  feveral  Veficles  or  Cells,  together 
with  the  Fluids  palling  in  their  proper 
Pipes :  Thefe,  I  fay,  which  like  a  To- 
inentum  or  Stuffing,  give  bulk  as  well 
to  the  Mufclcs  as  to  the  Vifcera,  and 
other  the  contain’d  Parts,  now  wafted, 
drysd  up,  or  drain’d  away,  their  mem¬ 
branous  Enclofures  coincide,  as  do  the 
Vefaula  themfelves,  leaving  little  other 
than  dry  Skins  and  Fibres 5  a  plain  Indi¬ 
cation! 
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cation,  furdy,  that  the  Whole  Body,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  more  liable  Parts,  the  Bones, 
is  really  vafctilar,  "and  that  the  Curt  of 
a  or,  indeed,  every  Cdnfumptidn \ 

taking  the  Word  in  its  grcateft  Latitude, 
or  vulgar  Acceptation,  is  only  by  a  fup- 
ply  of  frefh  juices  to  recruit  or  fill  up 
theft  Vejiculte,  and  repair  the  Wafte,  if 
we  knew  which  Way  the  fame  might  be 
accompliffVd ;  and  this  poffibly  contains 
is  much  of  the  ufeful  Mechanifm ,  as 
is  neceffiary  we  fhottld  be  acquainted 
With. 


We  have  had  many  Treatifes  of  late 
publifhd  upon  this  Topic  of  Cdnfump- 
pons ,  With  what  View,  in  Regard  either 
to  public  or  private  Gain,  let  the  Per¬ 
formances  fpeak  for  themfelves :  The 
old  Knight’s,  as  are  all,  I  fuppofe,  he  now 
intends,  being  written  for  the  Ufeof  the 
Gentlewomen  and  Country  Divines  (par¬ 
don  my  Miflake  in  fettirtg  the  Ladies 
fitfl)  mu  ft  furely  turn  to  a  public  Good  5 
but  you  know,  Dodor,  as  well  as  thy  felf. 


it  has  been  too  much  in  Ufe  for 

*  '  •  '  i  .»;■<  !  •'  * 
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fome  of  much  Leifure  or  little  Bufineft, 
to  Angle  out  a  popular  Diftemper,  on 
which  to  harangue,  no  Matter  how,  in 
Expe&ation  that  the  Sick  of  fuch  Dif- 
eafe  may  be  thereby  allur'd  to  con- 
fult  them  5  the  Title  Page  of  which  be¬ 
ing  often  advertis'd,  fupplies  the  Place  of 
a  Quack-Bill :  But  fince  Iunderftand  this 
particular  one  of  the  Confumption  has 
been  lately  handled  by  a  Mechanician , 
and  all  the  feveral  Gradations  thereof, 
explain'd  by  Neutonian  Principles ,  1  will 
hope  at  leaft  we  may  live  to  fee  this  cruel 
Article  left  out  of  our  JVeekly  ones » 
by  which  certainly  more  Honour  will  re¬ 
dound  to  our  new  Michrocofmeter ,  as 
well  as  Emolument  to  the  whole  King¬ 
dom,  than  has  ever  happen’d  fince  the 
Foundation  of  Coos ,  renowned  tor  the 
Births  of  thofe  two  great  Mien  in  their 
Profeffions,  Hippocrates  and  Apelles . 

I  fhall  now  take  the  Liberty  to  break; 
off  the  Thread  of  my  Difcourfe  con¬ 
cerning  Fevers ,  either  in  general  or 
particular ,  which  yet^  to  render  as  ufe~ 

ful 
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ful  as  I  can,  I  would  not,  mcthinks; 
leave  without  fome  farther  Hints  as  to 
thofe  common  Evacuations,  pra&is'd  in 
their  Cure,  and  taken  from  the  Method 
which  Nature  has  been  obferv'd  to  ufe 
her  felf,  as  I  find  them  fumm’d  up  by 
Dr.  Freind S  in  the  Manner  following. 

The  Evacutions,  faith  he,  which  Hip¬ 
pocrates  obferv’d  to  fall  out  among  thofe 
he  attended  under  Fevers \  were  thefe 
following,  Bleeding ,  Sweatings  Fomit - 
mg,  Ahfcefs ,  Spitting,  Stools ,  and  Urine . 

Thefe  are  fet  down  as  Marks  for  our 
Imitation,  whereby  to  relieve  Nature 
opprefs'd,  in  fuch  Way  as  (he  feems  to 
have  indicated  herfelf. 

As  to  the  firft,  by  what  Part  foe?er? 
if  the  Eruption  of  the  Blood  be  critical , 
as  fometimes  falls  out,  we  are  hereby 
encouraged  in  Fevers,  efpecially  of  the 
inflammatory  Species ,  to  draw  off  the 
iame  in  fuch  Quantity  as  the  Patient  s 
Strength  will  allow,  and  indeed  in 
Cafes  of  Repletion ,  or  where  there  is 

*  Comment,  de  Febribcus. 

‘Plethora* 


s 


Let.  2 .  Concerning  Fevers. 

! Plethora  cither  general  or  particular ,  by 
which  the  Veffels  are  diftended  from  the 
Quantity  or  Rarifadion  of  the  circu¬ 
lating  Fluid,  what  can  be  the  Remedy, 
unlefs  'Depletion  of  the  fame,  or  Ina - 
nitiony  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  the  Pulfe 
direds,  which  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Sei- 
fure,  whilft  this  is  ftrong  and  high,  may  be 
done  with  Safety  3  or  if  feemingly  dcpreft 
from  Fullnefs  of  the  faid  Veffels,  at  this 

Time  with  as  great  Security  and  Advan¬ 
tage,  of  which  before. 

As  to  the  Manner  or  Way,  whether 
derivative ,  /.  e .  drawing  more  towards 
the  Parts  affeded,  or  revulfivey  i.  e.  call¬ 
ing  off  the  fame  by  one  diredly  con¬ 
trary,  or  oppofite:  the  Nature  of  the 
Complaint,  and  the  Part  grieved  thereby, 
will  beft  demonftrate  3  about  which, 
alfo,  I  would  advife  you  fhould  look 
over  out  Author’s  fecond  Commentary, 
already  refer’d  to. 

The  French ,  and  fome  other  Foreign¬ 
ers,  in  almoft  all  the  cephalic  Diforders, 

prattife  this  Revuljion,  by  opening  the 

*  3  Veins 
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Veins  of  the  Feet,  which  is  rate  with 
us,  especially  in  Men,  we  rather  drool¬ 
ing  the  Derivative  at  Such  Times,  as 
by  thoCe  of  the  Neck  *  6r  content  our 
Selves  with  the  general  Depletion  from 
the  Arm,  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood 
reaching  thefe  Difputcs  about  the  Elec¬ 
tion  of  the  Vein  lefs  momentous. 

The  fecond  Evacuation  taken  Notice 
of  by  Hippoc .  as  the  Crifis  of  Fevers,  is 
that  of  Sweat  v  but  then  you  muft  ob- 
ferve  they  were  thofe  of  Nature’s  own 
railing;  and  whether  thefe  put  a  final 
Conclufton  to  the  Difeafe,  or  appear'd 
only  at  its  going  off,  is  not  obferved  % 
but  whether  lo  or  not,  ’tis  plain,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  learned  Commentator 
that  in  the  Greek  Hippocrates  there  is 
no  Mention  of  any  Sudorific  Medicine, 
and  in  the  Latin  one,  falfly  aferibed  to 
him,  only  once. 

With  great  Vehemency,  therefore, 
does  this  Gentleman,  in  his  ninth  Com¬ 
ment.  exclaim  againft  them,  as  fit  only 
for  Quacks  and  Chymifis  to  make  their 

boaft 
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boaft  of,  together  with  the  pradifing 
Gentlewomen  in  the  Country,  or  the 
underftanding  Nurfes  here  in  Town  : 
And  alt  ho'  I  cannot  come  entirely  into 
the  Opinion  of  this  worthy  Man,  as  to 
fome  Particulars  about  this  Matter;  yet 
I  want  no  Arguments  to  perfuade  me, 
that  the  common  Method  of  forcing 
out  Sweats,  by  their  boafted  diapho¬ 
retics  or  fiery  Ale xiph armies,  in  the 
Beginning  of  Fevers,  putting  the  Pati¬ 
ent,  as  it  were,  into  a  hot  Prefs,  under 
an  unufual  Weight  of  Bed-cloaths,  has 
been  highly  deftrudivc  j  and  I  cannot 
choofe  but  admire  that  any  one  related 
to  the  Profeffion,  fhould  give  into  this 
vile  Cuftom,  which  tho’  not  in  fo  great 
Degree,  fince  the  Time  of  Sydenham , 
yet  (till,  as  the  fame  Perfon  obferves,  too 
much  prevails  among  us  :  For  if  the 
Cocla  non  cruda ,  mention’d  by  Hippo- 
crates ,  arc  the  Humors  only  fitted  foe 
Difcharge,  how  can  we  think  that  Na¬ 
ture,  who  is  tenderly  to  be  led  on,  and 
not  driven  by  any  Means,  can  at  the 

S  firft 
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fir  ft  Difpute  with  her  Enemy,  have  made 
room  for  his  Expuliion  ?  Or  what  is  this 
but  taking  the  Work  by  Force  out  of 
her  Hand,  and  (putting  her  by  the  Way 
fhe  was  taking  to  fave)  to  deftroy  the 
Sick  ? 

Do  we  not  generally  find  that  all  thefe 
faafty  Sweats  are  fymptomatical ,  feidom 
leffening  the  Pomes  of  the  Difeafe,  but 
encreafing  the  fame?  Or  what  do  we 
hereby,  but  quicken  the  Motion  and 
Heat  of  the  Blood,  driving  it  with  great¬ 
er  Force  to  the  Head,  and  exciting  either 
Coma ,  Vigil ,  or  "Delirium  ? 

Let  me  therefore  importune  you,  in 
the  Beginning  of  the  Fever,  not  to  med¬ 
dle  with  any  Sudorific ,  unlefs  a  Draught 
of  warm  Sack- Whey,  or  other  diluting 
Liquor,  nor  to  fuffer  more  Cloaths  up¬ 
on  the  Patient  than  he  has  been  accuf- 
tom’d  to  5  neither  yet  to  adminifter  (which 
for  Form  fake  muft  be  comply’d  with) 
any  Medicine  but  the  forefaid  Pulv.  e 
Chd.  Cane .  c.  the  Con/ .  Lujulec  with 
dpecially  in  a  flangmneous  or  in¬ 
flammatory 
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jlammatory  Fever,  under  the  Notion  of 
Alexipharmics ,  or  Sudorific s  either,  and 
then  wait  for  Natures ,  or  the  critical 
Sweats ,  which  breaking  out  about  the 
Time  of  the  Urine’s  Separation,  may 
bring  good  Tidings  with  them. 

It  mu  ft  be  yet  granted,  to  find  the 
Patient  with  an  agreeable  Damp,  or  a 
moderate  Breathing,  through  the  whole 
Courfe  of  a  Fever,  is  more  eligible  than 
the  dry  Skin,  with  great  Heat  and 
Burning,  unlefs  under  a  T  aroxyfim,  be¬ 
fore  the  Sweat  breaks  out  5  fince  it  is 
very  manifeft  that  nothing  can  go  well 
at  thefc  Times  with  fuch  a  Temper :  So 
that  notwithftanding  I  am  as  much  an 
Enemy  to  the  hot  and  fiery  Alixiphar - 
mics,  or  the  Diaphoretics ,  fo  called,  as 
the  Doctor  can  be ;  yet  I  muft  differ  from 
him  in  this,  of  thinking  it  fo  rare  for 
Fevers  to  be  determin’d  by  Sweats  only ; 
being  perfuaded  in  my  felf,  that  the 
greater  Part  by  far  have  had  no  other 
perceptible  Crifis ,  than  that  of  the  fen - 
fible  Terfpiration,  or  that  the  fame  ex- 
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cecds  all  other  Evacuations,  whether  by 
Bleeding ,  Vomit,  Abfcefs,  Spitting ,  Stools, 
or  Urine ,  here  mention’d  by  Hippo¬ 
crates,  put  together  in  the  Computa¬ 
tion  :  Nor  can  I  find  the  Do&or  him- 
felf,  after  all  he  has  laid  fo  rigorous , 
as  utterly  to  rejeft  the  more  mild  and 
temperate  Remedies ,  now  in  requeft 
with  us,  under  Rich  Denomination,  as 
you  may  perceive  by  his  own  Words. 

Nollem  hac  qua  hatlenus  dill  a  funt ,  it  a 
accepi ,  quafi  nulla  in  Febribus  curandis 
Remedia ,  qua  Sudor es  eliciant  fuaderem : 
Etenim  qua  media  materia  funt ,  &  tem¬ 
per  at  a  habentur ,  multo  cum  Emolumento 
adhiberi  &  pojfe  &  deb  ere,  hand  inficiar . 
If  a  de  quibus  ante  a  diElum  eft  {nimirum 
Rad.  Serpent ar.  Sal.  C.  C.  &  fimilia) 
cum  utrinque  a  Mediocritate  nimium  ab- 
fint,  tanquam  plane  perniciofa ,  ex  Me « 
dentis  fupelleSlile ,  penitus  rejicienda 
funt.  h 
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And  what  can  be  more  natural  to 
conceive,  than  that  a  Difcafe,  which  has 
evidently  proceeded  from  a  Stoppage  of 
the  Pores,  fhould,  when  Nature  her 
felf  has  prepared  the  Humors  in  order 
thereunto,  be  carried  off  by  the  fame 
Paffages,  or  Petting  thofe  Pores  open 
again,  efpecially  if  the  Work  can  be  ac- 
complifh’d  by  Means  which  do  not  dif- 
turb  or  over-heat  the  Blood,  and  is  at¬ 
tempted  at  fuch  Times,  as  fhe  her  felf 
does  indicate  ? 

The  third  of  the  Evacuations  obferv’d, 
as  determining  Fevers,  among  the  Pa¬ 
tients  of  Hippocrates ,  was  that  by  Vo¬ 
miting  ;  yet  this  I  think  is  feldom  the 
Cafe  with  us,  in  Comparifon  of  the  fore- 
going  by  Sweat  5  for  as  that  which  falls 
out  in  the  Beginning  thereof,  very  rare¬ 
ly  concludes  the  Diftemper,  fo  what 
after  enfues  of  this  Kind,  through  the 
other  Stages,  is  for  the  moft  Part  a 
Symptom  only. 

Tis  true,  it  may  fo  happen,  as  after 

a  Debauch  or  fome  noxious  Drug  taken 
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into  the  Stomach,  Nature  fets  about  her 
own  Deliverance,  by  inftantly  returning 
or  throwing  out  what  gave  her  the  un- 
eafmefs,  whereby  the  Poifon  getting  no 
farther,  or  not  being  admitted  into  the 
Blood,  a  Fever  may  be  prevented  :  And 
this  Advantage  we  have  certainly  gain’d 
hereby,  that  as  file  from  the  Naufea  and 
Retching,  gives  the  firfl  Hint ,  fo  there 
is  fcarce  any,  where  we  may  not  with 
Safety  purfue  her  Steps  5  and  as  I  have 
already  acquainted  you,  begin  the  Cure 
by  giving  a  Vomit,  than  which  the  Com¬ 
mentator  himfelf  does  acknowledge  there 
is  no  Remedy  more  wholefome,  or  fo  ef¬ 
fectual  to  take  off  the  Head-ach  or  Sick- 
nefs,  ufually  accompanying,  whereby  alfo 
not  only  the  firfl:  P&ffages  are  empty’d , 
the  crude  Matter  therein  abounding  re¬ 
gained  from  palling  farther,  but  by  the 
force  of  the  fhock  from  the  Mufcles  con¬ 
cern’d  in  the  Operation  ( which  accord¬ 
ing  to  mathematical  Calculation  c  is  equal 
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to  260  thoufand  cPound  weight ,  neither 
a  Grain  over  or  under )  all  the  Bowels 
within  reach  of  the  fame  (and  fur  cl  7 
none  will  need  to  be  left  out)  being  drawn 
into  Confent,  are  enabled  to  free  them- 
felves  from  any  obftru&ing  Matter,  flick¬ 
ing  to  their  Sides,  or  flopping  up  their 
finer  Paffages  ;  befides  which  fome  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the*  Medicine,  together  with 
the  diluting  Liquors  poured  down  after, 
infinuating  into  the  remoter  Veffcls , 
and  mixing  with  the  Blood,  the  H11- 
mours  heaped  up  therein,  are  fitted  to  be 
thrown  out  by  Sweat ,  ufually  fucceed- 
ing  the  work  of  Vomiting  d. 

As  to  the  fourth  way  by  Abfcefs ,  the 
whole  Procefs  being  Nature's  handwork, 
where  by  fome  critical  Tranflation  of 
the  morbid  Matter  upon  certain  parts  of 
the  Body,  fuch  Abfcefs  is  formed,  and 
which,  according  to  the  fame,  where  it  is 
difeharged,  proves  either  faint  ary  or  fatal  j 
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this,  I  fay,  is  fo  much  her  doing,  as  not 
to  be  imitated  by  Art,  who  can  only  af- 
fi ft  in  haftening  Maturation ,  when  any 
Tumour  appears  thatgivesEncouragement 
thereto,  which  then  belongs  properly  to 
the  Surgeon's  Province. 

The  fifth  is  by  Spitt?  meaning  particu¬ 
larly  the  Expedoration ,  fo  necelfary  in 
the  Difeafes  of  the  Breaft,  fuch  as  the 
\ Tenpneumony ,  and  vomica  \ Bulmonum  : 
The  pleuritic  Affettion-,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  noted,  is  little  advantaged  by  fuch 
Remedies,  as  forward  this  Difcharge, 
but  in  a  manner  wholly  depends  upon 
the  Lancet  5  however,  as  helps  to  attem- 
perate  the  Heat,  and  abate  the  Inflamma¬ 
tion,  nitrous  Medicines  with  Emul/ions 
may  be  beneficially  preferib’d  :  As  to  take 
off  the  Tenfion  of  the  inflamed  Mem¬ 
branes  ,  Sperma  Ceti  Boles  and  oily 
\ Draughts  j  but  of  this  before,  and  for 
your  farther  Inftrudion  therein,  I  would 
defire  you  to  refer  to  the  v  Comment, 
of  this  Author. 


Proceed 
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Proceed  we  now  to  the  fixth,  at  leaft 
in  our  Account,  which  was  that  by  Stool, 
in  which  there  is  a  large  Field  to  contend, 
and  powerful  Combatants  to  engage. 

We  have  already  acquainted  you,  that 
in  the  common  inflammatory  Fever ,  the 
Body  is  to  be  kept  open  through  the  whole 
Courfe,  if  not  anfwering  of  it  felf,  by 
the  means  of  lenient  Clyfters  or  lenitive 
Draughts,  every,  or,  at  fartheft,  each  other 
Day,  whereby  to  allay  the  feverifh  Ebul¬ 
lition  of  the  Blood,  and  fecure  the  Brain 
from  being  affe&ed  $  but  in  nervous  and 
eruptive  Fevers ,  where  the  Pulfe  is  dc- 
preft,  and  the  Spirits  languid,  both  thefe 
muft  be  forborn,  or  lefs  frequently  en- 
terprifed ,  left  the  Raflo ,  or  whatever  is 
thrown  out  into  the  Skin,  falling  back, 
or  the  Patient  weaken'd  thereby,  Nature 
fhould  be  too  much  enfeebled  to  caft  off 
her  Burthen,  by  fome  more  fuitable  way 
of  her  own  choofing,  or  which  is  more 
agreeable  to  the  Genius  of  the  Fever. 

We  have  alfo  farther  inform’d  you, 
that  in  all  of  them,  about  the  time  of 
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the  termination  thereof  or  prefently 
after,  fo  foon  as  his  Strength  will  allow, 
he  is  to  be  purged,  by  which  any  re¬ 
maining  Humour,  too  grofs  poffibly 
for  being  carry  *d  off  by  the  Terfpiration 
through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  may  be 
fent  out  from  the  Glandules  of  the  In- 
tefiines . 

But  now  it  feems  in  that  particular 
one  of  the  Small  Vox ,  we  have  feme 
Phyficians  of  great  Learning,  found  judg¬ 
ment,  and  equal  Probity,  who  have  late¬ 
ly  advanc'd  a  Portion  entirely  repugnant 
to  the  Opinion  of  their  PredecefTors,  viz. 
that  before  the  time  of  Maturation  is 

compleated,  if  any  Danger  feems  to  threa- 

\ 

ten,  we  are  to  begin  this  Method  of 
■V  urging  the  Sick,  and  mu  ft  now  lay  all 
the  Strefs  upon  thefe  Medicines  repeated 
daily,  or  each  other  Day,  as  the  Circum- 
ftances  allow,  or  the  Cafe  may  require. 

1  muft  own  I  have  yet  feme  Doubts 
upon  my  Mind,  concerning  this  new*  way, 
having  fo  often  been  a  Witnefs  of  the 
fatal  ‘ Diarrhoea's  that,  about  this  time, 

2  have 
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have  carryed  off  fo  many  of  my  Patients, 
in  fpight  of  all  my  Endeavours  to  bridle 
the  fame  :  Infomuch  that,  unlefs  in  the 
confluent  fort  in  Infants  and  young  Chil¬ 
dren,  when,  as  Sydenham  has  obferv’d, 
thefe  Stools  are  a  kind  of  Subftitute  to 
the  Ttyahflm  of  the  Adult,  happening  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Diftemper,  I  am  al¬ 
ways  fearful  of  the  fame,  fince  in  the  mil¬ 
der  Species  thereof,  when  all  Things 
eo  as  well  as  we  can  wifh,  nothing  is 
fo  common  as  a  conftipated  Belly  :  Nor 
did  we  think,  till  lately,  that  any  of  the 
Afflicted  fuffer’d  for  want  of  Stools,  tho* 
it  were  for  to,  n,  or  12  Days  fuccef- 
fively,  or  till  the  Suppuration  of  the  Puffle 
and  the  Scab  beginning  to  dry  away  5  but 
then  on  the  other  hand,  if  before,  or 
even  at  this  time  they  fell  into  a  Flux  or 
Loofenefs,  we  were  apprehenfive  Things 
would  not  go  well,  as  Experience  too 
often  had  confirm'd  to  us  $  and  therefore 
for  fome  Years  paft,  when  at  any  time 
about  the  fate  of  the  Difeafe,  or  the 
return  of  the  Fever,  which  is  called  a  fe- 
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cond  one ,  I  found  the  fame  high,  great 
Third  attending,  Oppreffion  on  the 
Bread,  "Delirium ,  &c.  And  a  Pudule  ra¬ 
ther  fill’d  with  a  crude  wheyifh  Liquor, 
than  Dus :  When  at  thefe  Times,  I 
fay,  I  have  adventur’d  to  dired  a  domef- 
tick  Clyder  of  Milk  and  Sugar,  to  foften 
the  hard  Excrement  in  the  ReEium ,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  Head,  it  has  fome- 
times  anfwer’d  :  At  others  (fo  fickle  and 
uncertain  is  the  State  or  Condition  of 
Phyfick,  together  with  that  of  its  Profef- 
fors)  in  the  Place  of  one,  we  have  had 
it  may  be  ten  or  a  dozen  Stools  thereby  $ 
fo  that  with  much  Difficulty  the  fame  has 
been  redrain’d,  and  the  Patient  faved. 
What  now  mud  have  been  the  lifue,  had 
a  phyfical  Clyder  (if  no  other  than  the 
common  emollient  Decodion,  of  which 
the  Relations  were  not  apprized)  been 
thrown  up,  but  this,  that  I  had  furely 
taken  wrong  Meafures,  or  the  Apothe¬ 
cary  had  made  fome  Midake,  by  which 
the  Sick  was  thus  in  Danger  of  being 
dedroy’d?  And  truly  I  have  beenlefsad^ 
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venturous  this  Way,  perhaps,  than  many 
others ,  encourag'd  by  whatever  Au¬ 
thorities,  having  often  been  a  Witnefs 
of  fuch  wonderful  Alterations  after  one 
Night's  time,  in  the  advance  of  the  Puf- 
tule,  its  filling,  and  fudden  change  from 
crude  to  a  concoded  Matter,  with  a  re¬ 
turn  alfo  of  the  Spitting  or  Expedora- 
tion,  which  had  ceas’d  the  Day  before  5 
and  when  ,  if  I  had  adventur’d  upon  a 
fimple  Clyjler ,  in  (lead  of  Bliftering ,  which 
I  now  prefer,  or  that  more  Stools  than 
I  expeded  fhould  have  follow'd  5  I  had 
in  all  likelyhood  put  Nature  out  of  her 
way,  and  hinder'd  the  Bufinefs  of  farther 
ripening  this  immature  Production,  which 
fhe  was  bringing  about. 

But  thefe  Gentlemen  tell  us,  they  do 
not  fet  upon  their  Purging,  till  Hie  has 
done  all  fhe  can  upon  the  Outworks  of 
the  Skin  5  or  that  the  Puftule  now  growing 
black  and  crufty,  inftead  of  filling  more, 
is  incapable  of  receiving  any  Humour 
from  the  Sinus  of  the  Blood  5  and  that 
in  vain  do  we  cxped  ripe  Fruit  from  the 
2  wither'd 
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wither'd  and  dry  Branches :  That  there¬ 
fore  the  Di leafed  has  no  other  Chance 
for  an  Efcape,  than  by  {Emulating  the 
Inteflinal  Fibres  ,  to  help  fecerning  of 
thofe  putrid  Humours,  which  the  cuta¬ 
neous  Glands  are  now  unable  to  effed. 

This,  I  muft  own,  carries  a  Rationale 
along  with  it,  and  has  ieemingly  much 
Weight  therein  $  but  when  they  fay  we 
run  no  hazard  by  the  purging  Method,  of 
the  (welling  of  the  Hands  fubfiding,  af¬ 
ter  that  on  the  Face  begins  to  fall ,  or 
the  Puftules  thereon,  before  their  Bate 
of  Arifadion  ;  neither  yet  that  the  Sali¬ 
vation  will  be  thereby  impeded,  they  will 
give  me  leave  to  hefitate  a  little,  till  I 
have  made  a  fufficicnt  number  of  Experi¬ 
ments,  to  confirm  me  in  this  Belief,  or 
till  I  can  reconcile  that  driving  from  the 
Center  to  the  Circumference,  and  from 
the  Circumference  to  the  Center,  arc 
much  the  fame  5  or  laftly,  that  I  am  fa- 
tisfy’d  we  may  be  able  to  eliminate  by 
thefe  Stools,  thofe  very  individual  mor¬ 
bid  Panicles,  which  Nature  had  intended, 

and 
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and  endeavoured,  altho’  in  vain,  to  cafl; 
out  by  the  Skin. 

In  other  eruptive  Fevers ,  I  am  fure 
this  is  a  mod  dangerous  Pradtice  5  fince 
nothing  is  more  common  than  for  one 
or  two  loofe  Stools,  at  thefe  Times,  to 
overfet  the  Patient. 

And  thus,  dear  Sir,  you  have  the  fum 
of  my  Thoughts  upon  this  very  flippery 
Subject,  who  cannot  think  a  few  remark¬ 
able  Recoveries  under  the  purging  Regi~ 
men ,  brought  to  countenance  the  Practice 
thereof,  Ihould  avail,  while  we  fee  abun¬ 
dantly  more  People  dve  of  the  Difeafe 
with  a  Loofenefs  upon  them  (  and  which 
alone  deftroys  them)  than  can  be  truly 
Paid  to  efcape  thereby. 

You  know  what  our  Friend  Wagftaff 
has  faid  of  this  Difeafe ,  that  there  are 
feme  whom  the  Fhyfician  cannot  cure, 
and  others,  that  the  Nurfe  can’t  kill  5 
I  wifh  with  all  my  Heart,  that  by  many 
more  dying  than  doing  well  under  this 
hafty  Purgation  ,  we  give  not  occafion 
to  have  the  Phrafe  inverted  :  I  am  fure 

I  would 
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I  would  not  have  you  entcrprize  it  , 
but  in  Confultation  with  fome,  whofe 
Charader  may  be  fufficicnt  to  fecure  you 
from  Obloquy,  in  cafe  of  a  Mifcarriage: 
Neither  then,  till  you  are  convinc'd  in 
your  own  Mind,  that  there  is  room  for 
no  other  way,  by  which  your  Patient 
may  efcape,  and  then  let  his  Friends  de¬ 
termine  among  themfelves,  whether  this 
Anceps  Remedium  is  not  melius  quam 
nullum :  Nor  would  I  be  thought  fo 
great  an  Oppofer  of  "Purging  ( any  more 
than  Bleeding  at  thefe  Times,  when  the 
Fever  is  extreme,  the  Bread  ftraiten'd  by 
the  Inflammation,  and  the  Patient  under 
Difficulty  of  Refpiration  from  the  fame) 
as  to  deny  a  laxative  Medicine,  that  might 
juft  empty  the  Bowels  when  over  coftive  : 
To  which  purpofe,  I  ufually  prefcribe  an 
Ounce  of  Manna  to  be  diflolved  in  a 
quart  of  pedoral  Decodion ,  a  warm 
Draught  of  which  may  be  taken  at  2  or 
3  Hours  diftance,  till  the  Intention  is 
anfwer’d,  without  letting  my  Patient  or 
his  Friends  know  any  thing  of  the  Mat- 
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ter  5  and  by  going  farther  than  this,  or 
half  an  ounce  of  the  EleEt.  Lenit .  in  z  or 
3  ounces  of  Aq.  LaEl.  I  muft  own  I  am 
not  fully  fatisfy'd,  whether  I  may  not 
do  more  harm  than  good  :  As  to  the  di¬ 
recting  of  diagrediate  Medicines  (which 
our  Author  infinuates  may  be  fafely  ad- 
minifter’d)  at  a  time  of  fo  great  a  Ehlo- 
gofis  in  the  Blood,  manifelt  by  the  dry 
Tongue  and  fcorching  Heat,  I  can  only 
fay,  prcefcribat  qui  valt ,  hand  ego ;  and 
thefe  Fears  of  fome  ill  Confequence  at¬ 
tending  fuch  Proceeding,  as  I  have  already 
inform’d  you,  are  founded  upon  my  Ob- 
fervation  how  frnall  a  number  of  Pa¬ 
tients  are  reftor’d ,  when  feized  about 
this  time  with  ‘Diarrheas,  Symptomatic 
cal  furely,  rather  than  Critical:  or  if  the 
laft,  a  fatal  Cri(is ,  in  Comparifon  of 
thofe  who  are  clcitroy’d  thereby  e. 

I  had  it  once  in  my  Mind  ,  to 
have  given  you  a  more  diitiaCt  Account 


e  See  more  on  the  fame  Subject  in  Dr.  Freind's  ix 
Commentary,  as  alio  in  his  Epiftle  to  Dr.  Mead,  De  pur - 
gantibus  in  2a  variolarum  Febre . 
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of  this  Diftemper,  under  its  fever  al  Dh 
vifions  and  proper  Stages  5  but  confider- 
ing  it  might  draw  me  into  Controverfy, 
1  choofe  to  avoid,  and  turn  my  Thoughts 
upon  Fevers  in  general,  which  I  only 
intended,  and  you  delired,  into  a  Dif* 
courfe  of  one  particular ;  a  task  for  which 
I  own  my  felf  unfit,  befides  enlarging  the 
Bounds  I  had  fet  my  felf,  I  lay  d  afide 
any  farther  intention  thereof  5  but  yet 
1  cannot  forbear  taking  Notjce  that  the 
Species  of  this  Difeafe  feems  of  late  to 
be  unneceffarily  multiply^!  :  For  we  are 
now  vaftly  encreafed  beyond  the  old  Di- 
vifion  of  cDiftincl  and  Confluent ,  into 
Chryftattin£ ,  Verrucales ,  Siliquofay  from 
their  feveral  Refemblances.  Alfo  vefi- 
cuhe  flatulent  a  >  &  aquof£?  compared  to 
little  Bladders,  fill’d  either  with  Wind  or 
Water;  or  as  Dr,  Freind  has  denominated 
others  of  them,  FapuU  five  Fellicultc 
rotund£y  Concav£y  Vacu£y  Molles ,  Vefi- 

carum  aut  Folliculorum  Similes f. 

\ 

■  Of  which  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  fame  Gentleman,  De 

quit?  us  dam  Variolarum  generibus . 
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The  learned  Frenchman  Helvetius ,  in 
his  Ejfay  lately  publifh'd  on  the  animal 
Oeconomy ,  reckons  upalfofour  Sorts  of 
a  malign  Small  Fox  ;  one  belonging  to 
th tcDiftinEly  the  other  three  tothcGw- 
fluent ;  and  differenceth  them  accordingly, 
as  malign  ‘Dijlinff,  and  malign  Confluent  s 
between  thefe  comes  the  middle  Species 
or  Coherent ,  which  doubtlcfs  may  bor¬ 
der  alio  on  both  Kinds,  that  is  Benign  or 
Malign ;  but  whether  each,  as  this  wor¬ 
thy  and  judicious  Man  has  decypher’d 
them,  is  always  attended  with  the  fame 
Specific  or  peculiar  Char  aBeri flicks ,  by 
which  indubitably  we  may  dilcover  them 
from  all  others,  or  be  apprized  of  their 
fatal  Tendency,  merely  from  their  Afpcd, 
before  fome  threatning  Symptom  appears, 
may  perhaps  be  queftionabie  :  Or  how 
far  thefe  Particularities  may  be  of  real 
IJfc,  I  do  not  fay  to  the  Hijloriany  but 
the  practical  Fhyfician ,  I  fhall  leave  o- 
thers  to  determine  5  whilft  with  Refpedt 
to  my  own  Opinion,  I  think  them  for 
the  moft  part  little  otherwife  different, 

T  %  than 
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than  according  to  their  greater  or  leifer 
Tendency,  from  a  ftate  of  Crudity ,  to  a 
more  or  iefs  per  fed  one  of  "Digeflion  or 
Concoction  s  or  as  they  happen  to  prove 
of  a  more  benign  or  inalign  Quality  or 
Difpofition,  requiring  fuitable  Regimen, 
i.  e.  fuch  as  fliali  be  thought  moft  proper 
for  aiding  or  alii  fling  Nature,  in  difpofmg 
them  to  that  Maturity  they  fhould ,  or 
ought  to  acquire. 

And  thus,  if  die  by  any  Lufus  ox  Ab¬ 
erration  throws  out  fome  anomalous  E- 
ruption  ,  bordering  however  upon  this 
Difeafe  5  or  from  which  we  in  fome  wife 
fathom  her  Defsgn,  what  is  it  that  the 
Phyfician  can  do  more  than  help  her  (at 
lead  all  he  can  )  in  bringing  thefe  irre¬ 
gular  Productions  to  that  Perfection,  of 
which  they  are  in  their  own  Nature  ca¬ 
pable  5  to  encounter  the  Symptoms,  and 
fupport  her  under  the  Conflict,  till  fhe 
has  got  the  Maftery,  or  is  vanqu idl'd  by 
the  Enemy  ?  What  is  it,  I  fay,  that  the  va¬ 
riety  or  different  Refemblances  of  thefe 
Puftules,  which  can  fcarce  conftitute  a 


new 
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new  Species,  any  more  than  a  Monfter 
with  a  human  Face,  a  new  Set  of  Men  *, 
or  admitting  them  more  frequent  than 
they  are.  What  is  it,  give  me  leave  once 
more  to  enquire,  that  Art  can  do  more 
than  feduloufly  to  attend  the  Symptoms, 
with  the  various  Appearances,  and  pro¬ 
viding  againft  the  fame,  to  bend  the  chief 
Scope  to  the  vital  Indication;  making 
the  Pulfe  the  general  Criterion  for  the 
phyfical  Regimen ,  whether  cold}  temper  at  e, 
or  hot  ? 

Whoever,  I  am  perfuaded,  fhould 
follow  that  of  our  laft  mention’d  Author , 
I  mean  Helvetius ,  through  the  feverai 
fiadia  of  this  Diftemper,  his  Bleeding  re¬ 
peated  two  or  three  times  a  Day,  both 
in  the  Arm  and  Foot,  at  firft  letting  out; 
his  Vomiting  with  the  Sal  Stibii ,  and 
purging  three  or  four  Hours  after,  with 
his  daily  clyftering  at  fome  times,  through 
the  whole  Courfe  thereof;  or  laftly  his 
Beef  Soups  inftead  of  Chicken  Broth , 
which  was  deny’d  by  Dr.  Sydenham ,  quart- 
tumlibet  tenue}  at  the  Clofe,  would  be 

T  3  hardly. 
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hardly,  I  mean  feverely  ccn far’d  among 
us,  who  feldom  or  never  run  thefe  lengths, 
for  fear  of  interpofing  in  Nature’s  Work 
at  the  beginning,  hindering  her  in  her 
Apparatus.,  or  at  that  of  Separation,  much 

iefs  at  the  Clofe,  where  fhe  is  about  the 

'  / 

perfe&ing,  or  bringing  to  Maturity  what; 
fhe  has  caft  forth  ;  but  fince  you  have  an 
Opportunity  at  all  times  to  fcan  this  Me¬ 
thod,  and  confult  the  feveral  Cafes,  in 
which  the  fame  is  fet  down  for  our  Imi¬ 
tation  in  the  Treatife  aforefaid,  I  fhall 
leave  it  with  this  Remark,  that  as  the  beft 
Head-Pieces  for  'Theory  or  Speculationy 
have  not  been  always  Mailers  of  the  beft 
and  fafeft  Practice,  fo  I  would  not  have 
you  for  fake  our  Countryman  Sydenham 
yet  a  while,  as  a  Guide  in  the  Small  Tox^ 
till  you  are  fatisfy’d  from  your  own  Ob¬ 
servation  and  Experience,  that  fome  later 
Difcoveries,  and  new  Methods,  will  be 
more  to  the  Advantage  of  the  poor 
Patient,  who  trufts  you  with  his  Life j 
and  for  which,  if  negligently  or  inad¬ 
vertently  loft,  you  are  not  certain  you 
’  fhall 
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fhali  not  be  accountable.  It  is  faid  by 
i'ome  who  knew  him ,  that  Dr.  Sydenham 
abated  of  his  Rigour  in  the  cold  Regi¬ 
men  before  he  dy’d  :  And  it  will  be  furely 
fafeft  for  you  to  prefer  the  mean ,  as  I 
have  hinted  to  you  at  the  begining  of 
this,  or  the  more  temperate :  It  was  ex- 
cufable  in  this  honed  Practitioner,  who 
feeing  the  People  round  about  him  ,  at 
a  time  when  the  Difeafe  was  Epidemical \ 
and  very  raging,  fcorch’d  to  death  with 
Mithridate ,  Venice  Treacle ,  or  Treacle 
Water ,  with  the  Syrup  of  Saffron ,  and 
then  fwpltcrd  up  with  double  Quilts, 
Rugs  and  Blankets,  with  clofe  Curtains, 
and  a  great  Fire  in  the  Chamber ,  by 
which  the  Macula  Nigra  and  Retechia , 
the  bloody  Urine ^  and  other  dreadful  Symp¬ 
toms,  fuch  as  ^Delirium,  Coma ,  Subful- 
tuSj  <&c.  were  haftend  5  that  he,  I  fay, 
obferving  the  mifchief  of  thefe  Alextphar - 
micSy  and  hot  Method  in  general,  wt$ 
running  upon  the  Revcrfe,  not  out  of 
the  Frying  Ran  into  the  Fire ,  but  from 
this  lad,  as  it  were  into  the  Water . 

T  4  And 
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And  here,  before  I  quit  this  Subjeft, 
give  me  leave  to  correct  another  Miftake 
Purely,  of  this  admirable  Man,  who  fays  s, 
that  he  had  neither  feen,  nor  heard  of 
any  one's  mifcarrying  in  this  Difeafe,  be- 
caufe  the  Small  Pox  came  not  out  at  firft ; 
but  that  too  many  (which  we  all  know) 
dy’d  in  whom  the  Difeafe  appear’d  well, 
but  after  ftruck  in  again ,  the  Puftles 
at  lead  finking  or  falling,  before  they 
were  ripe  :  In  anfwer  to  which  I  could 
give  fome  Inftances,  where  I  had  fuffi- 
cient  Affurance,  not  only  by  preced¬ 
ing  Symptoms,  but  the  adual  Appearance 
of  a  few  fcatter’d,  but  faint  or  pale  E- 
ruptions,  that  the  Diieafe  was  variolous  $ 
and  if  Nature  had  been  ftrong  enough 
to  have  thrown  out  the  fame,  there 
would  have  been  a  true  Small  Pox  :  The 
Pulfe  I  obfcrv’d  was  low  and  flagging, 
the  parts  of  the  Body  cold,  for  want  of  a 
Fever,  rather  than  the  too  great  EfFer- 


g  Se<5t.  3.  Chap.  ii» 
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vefcence  of  the  Blood  5  the  Sick  com¬ 
plaining  of  Faintnefs,  and  the  Puftules 
( of  which  in  one,  I  obferv’d  more  than 
an  Hundred,  in  different  parts  of  the 
Body,  in  the  other  fcarce  Twenty )  about 
the  fixth  Day,  fuddenly  difappearing,  they 
dyed  under  a  ‘Deliqtmim  wkh  light  Con- 
vulfions. 

Thefe  certainly,  if  any  among  the  Di- 
ftinft,  may  be  truly  named  Malignant, 
or  of  evil  Difpofition  5  and  wherein  a 
warm  Regimen ,  with  plentiful  Bliflering , 
but  no  other  Evacuation,  is  not  only  ju- 
flifiable,  but  abfolutely  neceffary,  as  the 
more  temperate,  in  the  other  Species. 

I  come  now  to  the  feventh,  and  laft  way 
of  Evacuation,  taken  Notice  of  by  Hip¬ 
pocrates ,  as  a  critical  Solution  of  Fe¬ 
vers,  viz.  that  by  Urine ,  feldom,  at 
lead  more  rarely,  happening  with  us: 
However  by  its  feveral  Contents  and  Ap¬ 
pearances,  furnifhing  us  with  Signs,  as 
well  Hiagnojlky  in  regard  to  fomc  Dif. 
eafes  of  the  urinary  Parts  ( of  which 
more  prefently )  as  Brognoflic,  in  fome 

parti- 
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particular  Fevers  5  wherein,  however  lit¬ 
tle  Strefs  can  be  lay'd  on  thofe  Reme¬ 
dies  we  call  <Diuretick :  So  that  fhort- 
ning  my  Remarks  upon  the  fame,  I  will 
fum  them  up  with  this  of  our  judicious 
Commentator,  thereunto  relating  h. 

Neque  tamen  ideo  quod  Urinam  mo- 
veanty  Pot  tones  ha  (viz.  diuretic  a)  in¬ 
ter  Rvacuantia  protinus  reponenda  funt : 
quippe  non  tam  vi  aliqua  diuretic  a  hoc  fa- 
c tunt y  quam  quia  dilutijfima Jmt ,  uberri- 
meque  ingefta :  it  a  quatnvis  ejfiufiffime 
proruperit  Urina ,  fieri  pot  eft ,  ut  nullo 
modo  exhauriantur  vafa ,  in  quibus  eadem 
humorum  menfuray  Curfiu  perenni  circum - 
flilit :  Igitur  content i  fimtis  bono  eo  quo 
praftant  ha  poticnes ,  quod  diluent ,  JL 
licet ,  evacuandi  Virt utem ,  quam  nega - 
<1/7/  Naturdy  Us  ne  quaramus  ajfingere . 

1  have  now  gone  through  the  ieverai 
critical  Difcharges,  by  which  Nature  has 
been  at  fome  times  obferved  to  throw 


*  Comment,  the  viii.  de  Feb. 
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off  the  febrile  Matter,  as  taken  Notice 
of  in  antient  Times  by  Hippocrates  him- 
felf  >  befides  which,  tho*  not  in  the  way 
of  Imitation,  having  no  Precedent  from 
her  Proceedings,  Art  has  found  out  one 
of  a  more  extenfive  Quality,  and  now 
(whether  juftly  or  not)  praftis’d  in  Fc- 
yers  of  all  Kinds  :  I  mean  the  B lifter,  of 
which  the  fame  Commentator  has  hin¬ 
ted  to  us,  that  altho’  many  of  them  give 
way  to  Evacuation  only  without  other 
Remedies,  yet  fcarce  any,  where  the  Dif- 
<eafe  rages  with  Vehemence,  unlefs  by 
the  help  thereof ,  notwithftanding  as  a 
topical  one  unheeded  by  that  great  Maf- 
ter  of  phyfical  Obfervation  Hippocrates  ; 
However  mention'd  on  fome  Occafions 
in  his  Writings,  as  an  internal  Medi¬ 
cine. 

In  refpeft  to  their  Ufe  externally,  or 
by  the  way  of  Bliftering  in  Fevers,  fo  far 
as  is  rcconcileable  to  their  ftimulating 
Property,  or  in  Cafes  where  fuch  Stimuli 
are  requir’d,  we  have  the  Suffrage  of  ai- 
moft  all  Parties ;  and  feem  here  indeed 

to 


318  A  Discourse  Let.  2, 

to  have  the  Voice  of  Nature;  for  what 
fo  fit  to  raife  the  drooping  Spirits,  and 
by  lending  as  it  were  a  Spur  to  the  So¬ 
lids,  enable  them  to  drive  on  the  flug- 
gifh  Fluid ,  almoft  ready  to  ftagnate  in 
their  Veffels,  or  giving  new  Life  to  the 
benumb'd  Parts,  that  they  may  continue 
the  Circulation  of  the  fame  ?  What  in. 
deed  can  roufe  the  Lethargick ,  the  Apo- 
pleffick ,  the  Epileptick ,  or  recover  Senfe 
and  Motion ,  loft  in  a  manner  to  the 
Paralitic ,  like  unto  thefe  apply'd  to 
the  feveral  Parts  ?  What  in  the  ner¬ 
vous  Fevers,  or  Erupt  tv  es ,  with  ftupidi- 
ty  of  the  Brain,  Opprellion  at  the  Heart, 
a  labouring  or  languid  Pulfe,  Deliquium 
or  Fainting,  Chillinefs  of  the  Limbs,  or 
of  the  whole  Body ,  inftead  of  burning 
Heat*  who,  I  fay,  at  thefe  Times  can  be 
fo  obftinately  ftupid  themfelves ,  as  to 
withhold  this  noble,  this  principal  Relief? 

In  a  word,  as  Laxity  of  the  Solids ,  and 
Lentour  in  the  Fluids ,  a  natural  confe- 
quence  thereof,  are  the  general  Motive  to 
the  Ufe  of  Stimuli :  So  where  either  of 

thefe 
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thefc  are  prefent,  we  fliould  not  queftion 
their  Utility;  efpecially  in  cold  Habits, 
fnch  as  the  Leucophlegmatic  or  Tituitous . 

And  hitherto  we  have  taken  Notice  of 
them,  on  Account  only  of  their  Jlimu - 
bating  Qualities,  by  which,  as  Baglivi  in 
his  Practice  has  obfervcd,  the  lax  Fibre 
is  braced  up ;  and  thereby  more  capable 
to  pufh  on  the  fluggifh  J  uices,  as  but  now 
remark’d  5  which  is  founded  upon  the  ge¬ 
neral  Principle  of  the  StriElum  &  Laxum 
of  the  animal  Fibre ,  either  mufcular , 
membranous  or  nervous ;  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Difcharge  that  is  made  there¬ 
by,  which  has  alfo  its  Advantages;  as  in 
many  rheumatick  Defluxions,  fuch  as  thofe 
particularly  about  the  Throat  and  Jaws, 
when  bliftering  between  the  Shoulders, 
or  behind  the  Ears,  deriving  the  Serofi- 
ties  by  thefe  Parts,  gives  manifeft  Eafe 
to  the  Patient :  The  fame  in  humour al  as 
well  as  nervous  AJlhmas ;  alfo  in  Ca¬ 
tarrhs  arifmg  from  the  like  ferous  drip¬ 
ping  out  of  the  Glandules  of  the  La¬ 
rynx,  exciting  thofe  irritating  and  trou- 

blefome 
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blefome  Coughs*  which  being  thus  di¬ 
verted  by  buffering  the  Neck,  is  taken 
off  5  alfo  in  fixed  and  ftubborn  Pains  , 
how  often ,  as  it  were  by  Charm ,  do 
we  perceive  the  acrid  Humours,  vellica- 
ting  the  Membranes ,  thus  eliminated  or 
drawn  forth  > 

Thefe,  I  fay,  are  fome  of  the  Advan¬ 
tages  we  receive  from  Blifters ,  both  in 
the  way  merely  of  a  Stimulus ,  and  the 
Difcharge  of  that  (irons  Illuvies ,  ga¬ 
thered  under  the  Cuticula  where  they 
have  been  apply 'd  :  As  for  their  Ufe  in. 
the  Sc  all  or  Scab?  the  Impetigo,  Papula* , 
Lapra ,  Lichen ,  their  removing  Stigmata 
or  Scars,  for  which  they  have  been  ap- 
ply'd  in  former,  as  well  as  later  Days :  I 
can  fay  little  from  my  own  Experience 
to  countenance  their  Application,  which, 
I  mu  ft  own,  I  have  been  rather  fhy  of, 
from  the  Mifchief  I  have  known  enfue 
at  fome  times,  and  in  fome  of  the  fame 
Cafes  here  lay’d  down,  where  Empiricks 
and  old  Women  have  been  at  work  with 
them. 


But 
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But  thefe,  Sir,  are  an  inconfiderable 
Part  of  the  Excellencies  of  the  Epifpa- 
flick ,  or  the  Cantharides  thus  outwardly 
applied,  fome  Parts  of  which  being  got 
into  the  Blood,  as  the  Doctor  notes  ill 
his  ninth  Commentary :  And  which  it 
is  certain  they  can  do,  by  the  Difturbance 
given  fo  frequently  to  the  Bladder  5  they 
are  able  to  imprefs  great  Alterations  in 
its  Mafs,  to  promote  the  glandular  Se¬ 
cretions,  incide  the  Lentour  of  the  Blood, 
and  divide  itsCohefion;  by  which,  Way 
is  made  for  the  Paffage  thereof,  where 
before  they  were  heaped  up,  and  gave 
rife  to  many  ftubborn  Obftru&ions,  fcarce 
otherwife  to  be  removed. 

In  thefe  Cafes,  then,  and  at  fuch  Times, 

9 tis  evident  that  the  Good  we  receive 
from  BliflerSy  can  by  no  Means  be  deri¬ 
ved  to  us,  from  the  Difcharge  of  Serum , 
fince  this  might  be  effected  otherwayss 
as  particularly  by  ‘Diuretics ,  where  the 
fame  in  Subftance  with  that  is  let  out  by 
the  Blifler  -■>  neither  will  like  Benefit 
arife  from  any  other  veficating  Medicine, 

1  what 
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what  Quantity  foever  of  the  Seram  is 
drawn  away  thereby,  bcfides  this  of  the 
Cantharis. 

Thefe,  with  other  Arguments,  brought, 
however,  by  this  learned  Phyfician,  for 
this  Fra&ice  in  almoft  every  Fever,  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  convince  me,  but 
that  in  fome  of  them,  and  in  fo me 
Habits  of  Body,  they  have  their  Incon- 
veniencies,  as  well  as  Advantages  in 
others  j  for  if  by  Stimuli  and  Pain,  which 
in  fome  Cafes  is  their  prime  Intention, 
they  roufe  the  torpid  Spirits,  regain  an 
Elafticity  to  the  relax’d  Fibres,  and  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  quicken  the  Motion  of 
the  Biood,  as  in  the  Comat ofe  Difeafes, 
and  others,  we  have  already  obfervedj 
what  muft  we  think  of  them  in  the 
contrary  State  of  both,  where  the  Ten- 
fion  is  already  too  great  in  the  one, 
and  through  the  attending  Orgafm  or 
inflammatory  Difpofition  of  the  Blood, 
the  fame  is  too  rapidly  and  tumulru- 
oufly  driven  upon  the  Veffels  of  the 
Brain,  in  the  other  5  encreafing  all  the 
a  Symp- 
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Symptoms,  as  ‘Delirium ,  ‘Phrenfy,  Vigil , 
and  Inquietude,  at  lead  preventing  that 
Repofe  and  Slumber,  fo  neceflary  to 
calm  the  Outrage  of  the  Spirits,  and 

appeafe  their  Diforder?  What  muft  we 

' 

think  of  them  in  meagre  Habits,  in 
Hectic  and  bilious  Temperaments ,  with 
great  heat  and  thirfl,  quick  and  high 
Tulfe,  dry  Skin ,  perpetual  t offing  about 
of  the  reftlefs  Tatient  ?  Surely,  at  thele 

J  .  .  .  i  ,*  I  *  >  *  . 

Times,  it  will  behove  us  to  be  more 

"  ...  j  *  < 

cautious  of  dilaniating  or  farther  excru¬ 
ciating  the  miferable  Patient,  unlefs  we 
could  fatisfy  our  felves  from  Obferva - 
tion,  and  Experience  (not  fimple  Theory ) 
that  the  Good  we  receive  from  any 
Parts  of  the  Cantharides ,  infinuating 
themfelves  into  the  Blood  and  glandu- 
lous  Liquors,  and  there,  as  our  Com¬ 
mentator  would  perfuade  us,  making 
fuch  Impreffion,  or  fo  altering  the  fe- 

■  i  -  ■  v. 

brile  Matter,  that  it  may  be  with  more 
cafe  carry'd  off  by  Perfpiration  or  other- 
wife,  and  the  Head,  together  with  the 
whole  nervous  Syftem  hereby  fecured 

U  from 
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from  the  fame,  inftcad  of  being  farther 
injur’d,  unlcfs,  I  fay,  we  could  be  certain, 
thefe,  or  any  other  Advantages  would 
accrue,  and  recompenfe  the  injury  the 
Patient  n.uft  fuftain  in  the  mean  Time, 
by  Reafon  of  the  Pain  and  Stimuli  :  For 
tho*  this  ftrcnuous  Propugnator  for  their 
Ufe  at  all  Times,  tells  us,  they  have 
this  above  the  other  Evacuations,  that 
they  are  fafeiy  entcrprifed  at  any  Time 
of  the  Fever,  which  cannot  be  as  to 
Bleeding ,  Sweating  or  'Purgings  with¬ 
out  the  utmoft  Danger,  at  fome  times  of 
deftroying  the  Patient ;  yet  furely  a  very 
painful  Irritation  excited,  when  nothing 
is  fo  much  wanted  as  Reft  and  Quiet, 
cannot  be  deem’d  a  harmlefs  or  inoffen- 
five  Experiment,  by  which  the  cDyfury 
on  one  Hand,  with  the  Smart  of  the 
Parts  they  are  apply'd  to,  on  the  other, 
are  perpetually  interrupting  both. 

I  muft  own  there  are  fome  Confu¬ 
tations  fuffer  Bliftering  with  very  little 
Difturbance,  in  Comparifon  of  others, 
altho’  entirely  free  from  any  Stupor, 

which 
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which  for  the  generality  are  the  Lax 
and  Phlegmatic \  and  if  others  can  bear 
them  well,  I  fhould  not  fo  much  ob¬ 
ject  againft  their  Ufe,  where  we  can 
propofe  a  real  Service  from  them  5  but 
neither  can  I  come  into  the  indifcrimi- 
nate  Pra&ice,  fo  commonly  obtaining 
now  among  us,  from  whence,  as  I 
have  feen,  I  mull  acknowledge,  great 
Benefit  arifing  to  fome  5  fo  alfo,  I  think, 
as  great  Mifchief  to  others  5  and  not- 
withftanding  I  can  allow,  that  no  other 
' vejicating  or  feptical  Medicine,  can  in¬ 
duce  the  like  Alteration  in  the  Blood, 
from  any  Particles  thereof,  mixing  with 
the  Humors,  yet  mud  I  differ  herein 
with  our  Author,  being  fatisfy'd  that 
by  their  Stimuli  or  irritating  Qualities, 
communicated  through  the  nervous  Syf- 
temy  by  Continuity  from  the  Parts  on 
which  they  are  apply'd,  they  will  in 
like  Manner  encreafe  the  Tenfion  and 
quicken  the  Motion  of  the  Blood,  as 
is  evident  by  the  Pulfe,  which  lafts  till 
the  burnt  Place  is  digefted,  the  Slough 
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feparates,  or  the  Pain  goes  off :  Nor  is 
it  known  where  much  of  this  has  been 
occafton’d,  either  by  the  fcalding  with 
hot  Water*  or  burning  by  actual  Fire* 
that  a  Symptomatic  Fever  did  not  enfue  $ 
but  I  (hall  take  leave  of  this  Sub) eft, 
when  I  have  inform’d  you  that  in  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  nervous  and  eruptive  Fe¬ 
vers  belonging  to  that  Oafs,  altho’  un¬ 
attended  with  Sopor y  or  any  comatous 
Affeftion,  if  the  Patient  fee  ms-  hitrry’d 
or  confus’d,  complaining  rather  of  a 
gravative  than  acute  or  tenfive  Pain  in 
his  Head,  there  is  fcarce  a  more  fervice* 
able  Remedy  than  an  Epifpaftic  apply'd 
to  the  Occiput ,  and  continued  there 
for  feme  Days,  which  in  Regard  of  the 
blunt  Senfe  of  the  Scalp,  is  alfo  lefs 
painful  than  upon  the  mufcular  Parts, 
whether  Neck  or  Arms,  and  by  its 
conftant  drip  relieves  the  Brain,  when 
in  order  to  remove  the  \ T>yfury ,  very 
often  troublefome,  by  Reafon  of  the 
Stimulus  here  longer  continued;  whence 
fome  Particles  of  the  Medicine  have 
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more  Opportunity  of  being  convey’d  in¬ 
to  the  Blood,  and  exciting  that  trouble- 
fome  Senfation  upon  the  SphinEter ,  you 
maydiflolve  an  .Ounce  of  Gum  Arabick 
in  a  Pint  of  the  EDecoEt.  Hordei ,  and 
adding  two  or  three  Spoonfuls  of  the 
Syr.  de  Althaea,  give  a  Draught,  firft 
warm’d,  frequently,  which  I  prefer  to 
the  common  Emuljions:  But  this  Com¬ 
plaint  you  may  obviate  by  ordering  a 
fmall  Quantity  of  Camphor  to  be  pow¬ 
der’d  with  a  Drop  or  two  of  the  OL 
Amygd.  as  about  a  Scruple  or  half  a 
Dram,  and  fprinkled  over  each  of  your 
Epifpaftic  Plaifters,  when  you  (hall  fel- 
dom  hear  of  a  Stranguria  or  "Dyfuria 
upon  thefe  Occafions. 

Having  finifh’d  thofe  Particulars  you 
defirc,  it  remains  for  me  to  deliver  fome 
Dire&ions,  as  to  your  own  Behaviour  to¬ 
wards  the  Sick  you  are  call’d  upon  to 
vifit;  and  who,  as  he  can  beft  judge  of 
what  he  feels,  you  muft  take  the  Ac¬ 
count  therefore  from  him,  not  fuffering 
the  over-officious  Nurfe,  or  any  other 
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at  the  Bed-fide  (as  is  too  cuftomary)  to 
take  the  Words,  as  it  were,  out  of  his 
Mouth,  or  deliver,  rather,  fome  out  of 
the  Way  from  their  own :  Thus  dic¬ 
tating  for  him,  as  if  they  underftood  the 
State  of  his  Cafe,  or  what  he  undergoes, 
better  than  himfelf  j  nay,  altho*  a  light 
Delirium  happens  to  accompany  the  Fe¬ 
ver  ,  I  prattife  this  Method,  by  which 
I  am  enabled  to  make  a  Judgment  how 
far  this  Alienation  of  Mind  extends,  whe¬ 
ther  a  fimple  Forgetfulnefs  from  a  pre^ 
ceding  Slumber,  being  juft  then  awak’d, 
and  in  a  Kind  of  Confternation,  as  may 
happen  at  fome  times,  or  truly  Light - 
headed ,  as  they  call  it,  from  a  total  Sub- 
verfion  of  the  Underftanding. 

When  you  have  thus  made  fuch  Enqui¬ 
ries  from  your  Patient,  as  may  give  you  the 
beft  Infight  you  can  get  into  the  Nature 
of  his  Complaint,  you  may  then,  but  not 
before  (unlefs  the  Sick  can  give  you 
none  himfelf)  get  farther  Information 
from  the  By-ftanders  or  Attendants ;  and 
after  this,  fitting  down  by  his  Bed-fide, 

take 
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take  hold  of  his  Wrift,  to  examine  his 
Pulfe  and  the  Temper  of  his  Skin,  a 
Matter  of  greater  Moment  than  is 
thought  by  fome,  whether  hot  and  dry? 
or  parching,  moift  with  an  agreeable 
Warmth,  or  Damp  with  a  Sort  of  Chill  5 
then  looking  on  his  Tongue,  at  the 
fame  Time  taking  an  exa£t  Survey  of 
all  Parts  of  the  Face,  more  particularly 
his  Eye,  that  the  next  Day  you  may  be 
better  able  to  judge  of  the  Alteration  $ 
from  a  Series  of  which,  long  continued, 
you  will  be  able  to  prefage  more  than 
at  firft  you  can  imagines  for  truly  in 
many  of  thefe  I  have  found  fomewhat 
of  the  incommunicable,  or  which  no¬ 
thing  but  my  own  Eye  and  my  own 
Finger,  could  have  convey'd  the  fame 
Ideas  to  my  Mind,  as  thefe  have  done, 
and  it  mu  ft  be  furely  hence,  I  mean 
the  Countenance,  the  Temper  of  the 
Skin ,  the  Way  of  Breathing,  the  Mode 
or  Pofture  of  Decumbiture,  with  the 
Gefturc,  fome  or  all,  that  certain  fedu- 
}ous  and  conftant  Attendants  upon  the 
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Sick,  who  have  made  it  their  Bufinefs 
to  obferve,  have  hereby  got  the  Start 
of  many  Phyficians,  lefs  heedful  this 
Way,  in  regard  to  the  cPrognoftic.  Thus 
as  to  the  \ Tofitian ,  they  tell  us,  they 
very  rarely  find  a  Perfon  dying  upon  his 
Side,  and  when  he  is  no  longer  able  to 
continue  that,  but  turns  altogether  upon 
his  Back,  finking  down  flili  lower  in 
his  Bed,  they  entertain  but  little  Hopes 
of  hisEfcape;  which  indeed  carries  much 
Reafon  along  with  it,  as  arguing  great 
Proftration  of  the  Spirits,  or  Inability 
longer  to  hold  that  Pofture,  fo  natural 
in  Time  of  Health,  but  overpois'd,  as 
it  were,  by  the  Weight  of  the  Trunks 
efpecially  the  Spine,  is  fvvay'd  down  in* 
voluntarily  into  the  fupine  one.  The 
Gcfture  of  the  Hands  and  Fingers  in  the 
fumbling  with  the  Sheets,  is,  you  know* 
an  old  Remark,  and  fare  Token  of  im¬ 
pending  Mortality  :  But  it  is  Time  now 
you  retire  from  the  Bed-fide,  and  call  for 
the  Urine,  gathering  hence  what  you  can 
alfo,  then  for  the  Pen  and  Ink,  if  not 

r.  _  —  - 
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provided  (as  it  ought  to  be)  already,  by 
no  means  hudling  over  your  Formula, 
too  common  a  Practice,  but  maturely 
weighing  all  Circumftances  that  may 
make  either  for  or  againft  the  intended 
Remedy  you  are  propoling  in  your 
Mind.  •  ;  '  ' 

Confider,  my  good  Friend,  'tis  Life 
that  lies  at  Stake,  a  Life,  perhaps,  on 
which  a  diftreffed  Family,  or  a  nume¬ 
rous  and  helplefs  Offspring  has  their  De- 
pendancc,  and  which  an  inadvertent 
Slip  of  your  Pen  may  bring  to  ruin  5 
but  if  otherwife,  or  that  only  a  finglc 
Perfon  fhould  be  loft,  by  Want  of  that 
deliberating  fo  necefiary  at  thefe  Times, 
I  cannot  think  that  one  of  your  Principle 
would  know  how  even  to  forgive  himl’elf 
here,  were  he  fure  to  be  forgiven  here¬ 
after  ;  and  therefore '  as  lefs  ncceflary  to 
the  Perfon  I  am  now  writing,  I  fhall 
have  done  with  this  Admonition. 

Whilft  in  your  Patient’s  Chamber,  I 
would  advife  you  to  carry  an  even  Coun¬ 
tenance,  left  by  the  Sternnefs  thereof, 
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upon  the  Peeling  of  his  Pulfe,  a  Turn  or 
Shake  of  the  Head,  at  the  fight  of  the 
Urinal,  much  more  a  difcouraging  Word 
let  fall  in  his  hearing,  or  a  Whifper  to 
his  Friends,  he  conceives  his  Cafe  to 
be  absolutely  defperate,  or  through  his 
Fears  make  it  truly  fuch  $  but  upon  re¬ 
tiring  and  taking  your  Leave  for  that 
Time,  it  will  be  expefted  you  fhould  de¬ 
liver  your  Sentiments  of  his  Cafe  to 
them,  whether  the  fame  be  dangerous 
or  not,  as  to  the  Event  5  and  where 
there  is  nothing  immediately  threatning, 
you  are  to  give  both  him  and  them  the 
Encouragement  it  will  allow,  efpecially 
the  former,  that  he  may  fupport  him- 
felf  thereunder,  by  thinking  better  there¬ 
of  ;  taking  efpecial  Care  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  that  at  no  Time  you  make  any  ab- 
folute  Rrognoftic,  either  of  l^eath  or 
Recovery ,  nor  leave  him,  unlefs  by  un- 
handfome  Ufage  obliged,  under  the 
greateft  feeming  Danger,  as  if  there  was 
no  Poffibility  of  a  Recovery,  which  in 
Fevers  is  very  difficult  to  warrant,  where 
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at  fome  Times,  by  unforefeen  Incidents, 
when  Art  has  been  baffled,  Nature 
takes  the  Work  into  her  own  hands, 
and  finds  a  Way  for  a  Sort  of  Refur - 
re£tion>  before  that  at  the  great  Day  of 
Audit . 

’Tis  my  Cuftom  to  defire  the  Apo¬ 
thecary,  that  he  would  inform  me  by 
fome  Means  or  other,  under  thefe  very 
doubtful  and  defperate  Circumftances> 
the  Day  following  my  laft  Vifit,  whether 
my  Patient  is  yet  alive  5  or  if  palling  by, 
I  fee  not  the  Signal  of  an  open  Win¬ 
dow,  I  alight  and  ftep  up  Stairs,  perfuad- 
ing  his  Friends,  whilft  they  can  get  any 
thing  down,  they  fhould  attempt  it,  if 
it  were  but  a  fmall  Spoonful,  whereby 
languifhing  Nature  may  be  a  little  re¬ 
cruited,  or,  if  poffible,  reviv'd  :  By  this 
Method,  and  refufing  a  Fee,  I  am  thank¬ 
fully  receiv’d,  and  could  give  you  many 
Inftances,  where  the  fame  has  turn’d  to 
account ;  for  if  it  fliould  happen  (and  who 
can  fay,  unlefs  Omnipotence ,  he  has  the 
Iffues  of  Life  and  Death  at  his  DifpofaU) 

that 
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that  after  a  long  Difpute,  fhe  gets  the 
Maftery,  I  have  fecuf  d  my  end,  viz.  the 
keeping  out  feme  officious  Perfon,  with 
thei  t  grand  Rejlorativesyhcxt  GutteeVit£y 
and  what  not  $  (for  now  is  the  time  they 
will  venture  any  Thing,  being  given  up 
by  the  Do&or )  and  farther  advanc'd  my 
own  Repute  among  them. 

However,  at  this  Seafon,  I  take  care 
that  no  Remedy  be  preferibed  unlefs  fome 
Cordial  Mixture,  with  perhaps  %iij.  of  aq. 
La£i.  of  aq.  Theriacalis  of  Syr. 
Croci  and  3/  of  Conf.  Raleighana,  to  be 
given  as  I  faid  before,  by  Spoonfuls,  for 
I  think  it  to  little  Purpofe  to  fend  in 
more  Ammunition  when  the  Fort  of  Life 
is  upon  furrendringi  befides  to  order  Me¬ 
dicines  at  a  time  when  they  can’t  be  taken, 

■*  ■  r  -  r  -  *  _ 

is  bafe  and  ungenerous,  as  to  fee  a  Tabic 
crouded  with  Boles  and  Juleps ,  when  a 
poor  W retch  is  at  the  point  of  departing, 
is  the  mod  unfeemly  Sight  that  can  be  $ 

>  *  _ t 

but  to  encourage  the  Profecution  of  this 
Hint  I  have  now  given  you,  and  to  for- 
x’/arn  you  of  making  abfolute  Trognof- 

ticks : 
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ticks :  I  could  give  you  twenty  Exam¬ 
ples  of  Perfons,  deem’d  paft  all  Hopes, 
by  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Faculty  of 
Phyfick,  furprizingly  recover’d,  fome  of 
which  have  fet  up  a  Quack  or  a  pradifing 
old  Woman  who  had  got  down  a  few 
Drops  of  fomc  infignificant  Liquor,  or 
applied  a  Plaifter,  a  Beef  Stake ,  Veal 
Cutlet sy  a  Sheep's  Milt ,  or  a  fplit  Bigeon , 
to  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  and  made  them 
famous  all  their  Life  time  after  ;  but  one, 
which,  whilft  I  was  writing  this,  has  hap¬ 
pen’d,  I  will  here  impart. 

A  young  Lady  who  had  fuffefd  many 
Days  under  what  I  call  a  nervous  Fever , 
about  the  Month’s  end  from  the  firft  Sei¬ 
zure,  having  all  the  Symptoms  of  a  dying 
Perfon  upon  her,  as  an  imperceptibleBulfey 
cold  Sweat sy  Tremor ,  Aphonia  with ftrong 
ConvulJionSy  a -worthy  Man  of  the  Col¬ 
lege,  who  had  been  call’d  in  upon  me, 
thought  it  time  to  take  his  leave,  mo- 
deftly  alledging,  that  the  feeing  of  two 
Phyficians  was  too  much,  when  neither 
could  do  any  good,  the  Patient  incapa¬ 
ble 
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ble  of  receiving  any  Thing  we  could  di- 
red. 

A  Day  or  two  after  his  withdrawing, 
the  Apothecary  defifd  I  would  come  once 
more  to  take  a  view  of  the  Body,  for  ha¬ 
ving  done  all  under  her  infenfibly, through 
the  overfight  of  her  Nurfes,  (he  was  mor- 
tify'd  in  near  twenty  Places  of  her  But¬ 
tocks,  Hips  and  Thighs,  which  how  un¬ 
like  fo  ever  to  fucceed,  having  fcarify'd 
fome  of  the  deepeft,  I  order'd  to  be  well 
fomented  with  a  Decodion  of  the  hot 

i 

Plants,  and  a  large  Proportion  of  cam¬ 
phorated  Spirits,  and  that  the  fame  fliould 
be  after  dreft  with  Pledgits  dipt  in  the 
melted  Liniment  ,  cum  tertia  parte 
Spir.  Terebinth .  over  which  an  adhaefive 
Plaifter  that  might  fecure  them  ,  giving 
Charge  to  the  Nurfes  to  be  more  care¬ 
ful  for  the  future  in  turning  her  dry, 
and  lhifting  the  Applications  which  the 
Apothecary  provided,  and  left  ready  for 
them,  as  they  grew  wet  and  fell  off. 

Thus  for  2  or  3  Days  we  continued 
this  Method,  the  Patient  taking  nothing 

in 
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in  all  ihat  time,  at  leaft  of  no  Significa¬ 
tion,  but  Jay  under  continual  Leipothu- 
mieSy  as  one  dying  away,  for  no  fooner 
one  Fit  went  off,  but  another  inftantly 
came  on  :  Yet  notwithftanding  by  thus 
diligently  infpe&ing  the  Mortifications 
daily,  and  fometimes  twice,  the  native 
Heat,  which  feem’d  in  a  Manner  extin- 
guifli'd,  by  the  long  continuance  of  the 
Fever  and  impoveriflfd  State  of  her  Blood, 
by  which  its  Balfam  was  deftroy'd,  be¬ 
gan  to  roufe  up,  the  Parts  to  inflame  and 
feparate  at  the  Edges,  fhewing  fome  lit¬ 
tle  tendency  towards  Digeftion,  which 
encourag'd  us  flill  to  proceed,  till  I  per¬ 
ceived  a  laudable  Matter  upon  feveral  of 
them  :  Yet  coming  about  the  two  or 
three  and  thirtieth  Day  of  the  Sicknels 
into  the  Dining  Room,  I  found  the  Re¬ 
lations  in  Tears,  who  told  me  it  was 
needlefs  to  go  up,  for  that  (he  was  now 
dead,  as  they  apprehended,  who  were 
about  laying  her  out. 

I  was  fomewhat  aftonifh’d,  I  mull:  con. 
fefs,  that  the  Hopes  I  had  fo  lately  en- 
3,  tertaind. 


337 


8  A  Discourse  Let,  ra 

tertain’d  (which  yet  I  had  kept  to  my 
felf)  of  this  Efcape,  fhouid  be  gone  thus 
fuddenly$  but  having  feen  her  feverai 
Times  before  under  the  ^Deliquia,  I  was 
not  certain  it  might  be  now  otherwifc, 
and  even  againft  their  Wills  ran  up  intp 
the  Chamber,  where  by  a  gentle  Warmth, 
but  much  more  the  creeping  Pulfation  of 
the  Artery,  tho"  no  breathing  was  per¬ 
ceptible,  or  motion  of  the  Breaft,  I  was 
certain,  tho*  we  had  many  Parts  cadave¬ 
rous,  the  whole  was  not  yet  become  a 
Cadaver .  I  held  a  ftrong  fmelling  Bot¬ 
tle  to  the  Noftrils,  and  after  fome  Mi~ 
nutes,  the  Water  trickled  from  her  Eyes  , 
in  a  little  time  the  Fit  went  off,  and  fhe 
lifted  up  her  Eyelid :  I  call'd  to  her  aloud, 
but  fhe  feem’d  not  to  underftand  any 
Thing  I  faid  ;  yet  I  made  a  fnift,  by  open- 
ing  her  Mouth,  to  get  down  three  Spoon- 
fulls,  one  after  the  other ,  before  I  left 
the  Room,  of  a  Mixture  with  dj.  of  the 
SaL  VoL  c.  c .  added  to  that  with  the  Ra¬ 
leigh’s  Gonfetytion  before  mention'd,  from 
which  fhe  grew  at  Night  more  fenfible* 

her 
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her  fainting  return’d  much  feldomer,  and 
was  of  fhorter  Continuance,  infomuch 
that  after  few  Days  her  Heat  and  Spirits 
reviv’d,  the  Sloughs  caft  off,  and  the 
dead  Lady,  by  a  fuitable  Diet,  is  reftor’d 
again,  to  the  Surprife  of  every  one  that 
had  feen  her  :  Whom,  fhould  we  have 
both  relinquifh’d,  and  fhe  had  got  through, 
tinder  the  Management  (tho*  this  was 
very  unlikely,  confidering  her  Condi¬ 
tion  )  of  another  Set  of  People,  I  will 
leave  you  to  make  the  Inference. 

On  the  other  Side,  take  the  following. 

Alkalinus ,  as  I  have  already,  I  think, 
obferv’d,  was  fo  remarkable  for  his  Sa¬ 
gacity  and  Penetration,  as  to  the  medical 
ddre/age,  that  his  Sentence  of  Death  was 
by  fome  efteem’d  fo  irretrievable,  that 
no  Man  could  avoid  the  fame ,  when 
pronounc’d  by  fuch  an  Oracle  :  And  yet 
I  can  allure  you,the  firft  time  1  happen  din- 
to  theCompany  o{xh\s^_yEfculapiancPrcg- 
nofticator ,  it  was  in  the  Prefenccof  three 
learned  Phyficians,  who  had  for  feverai 
Weeks  attended  one  of  my  Neighbours,* 

X  much 
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much  exhaufted  by  the  continuance  of 
a  (low  Fever,  that  had  feveral  Times  in¬ 
termitted,  and  been  as  often  put  by,  for 
fome  Days,  with  the  Cortex  \  fo  that  at 
length  it  feemed  to  difappear :  But  the 
poor  Gentleman  growing  {fill  weaken 
and  a  nervous  Atrophy  coming  on,  this 
famous  Man  was  call'd  in,  who,  after 
his  ufual  Way,  taking  little  Notice  of 
the  other  Gentlemen,  only  enquiring 
what  had  been  done,  advis’d  the  Patient 
to  turn  them  off,  for  that  he  had  no  Oc- 
cafion  for  their  Affiftance  :  Inftead  of 
which, the  Cook  was  directed  to  get  ready 
a  Chicken  for  his  Dinner,  with  a  pint 
of  fuch  Wine  as  was  mod  grateful  to  his 
Stomach :  (for  you  mud  know  he  had 
been  a  Bottled)  T  wo  Hours  after,  he  was 
to  get  into  his  Coach  and  to  be  drove  a 
Mile  or  two  from  the  Town's  end,  en« 
creafing  daily  his  Journeys,  as  he  found 
he  could  hold  out :  And  thus  the  Doftor 
took  his  leave  (having  put  three  Gui¬ 
neas  into  his  own  Pocket )  with  the  Sa¬ 
lutation  of  ‘ Do  this  and  live . 


The 
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The  fird  part  of  the  Experiment  be¬ 
ing  try’d,  the  Chicken  would  not  go 
down,  the  Wine  indeed  paded,  but  after 
a  little  Paufe,  was  call:  up  again ,  as  al- 
moft  every  Thing  he  took  ,*  when  at 
the  time  appointed,  the  fecond  was  al- 
fo  put  in  Execution,  and  he  was  lifted 
into  the  Coach  by  his  Alliftants,  one  of 
which  fat  by  him  ;  but  by  that  time  he 
was  got  to  the  end  of  the  Stone  Pave¬ 
ment,  finding  himfelf  unable  for  the 
Task,  he  order'd  his  Return,  where  be¬ 
ing  with  much  Difficulty  taken  out,  he 
expir’d  before  he  could  be  put  into  his 
Bed. 

This  Cafe  Alkalinus  fu-rely  miftook, 
believing  all  merely,  the  Effeft  of  Inani¬ 
tion  ^Flatulency  or  Hypochondriacifm j  like 
what  Sydenham  had  formerly  obferved, 
when  being  fent  for  to  a  Gentleman  fub- 
jeft  to  great  Fits  of  Weeping,  and  en¬ 
quiring  what  had  pad,  he  underdood 
there  had  been  a  lever,  which  his  Phy- 
fician  thought  was  not  yet  removed,  and 
therefore  kept  him  to  a  poor  Diet,  wherc- 
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by  he  was  brought  under  this  exceeding 
Weaknefs,  that  without  any  Caufe,  he 
would  fall  a  crying  5  of  which  the  judi¬ 
cious  and  rightly  reafoning  Man,  taking 
Notice,  and  farther  examining  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  his  former  way  of  Living, 
fo  different  from  what  he  was  now  en- 
loyn’d,  immediately  relax'd  his  Penance, 
allow'd  him  white  Meats,  and  a  Glafs  of 
Wine,  alluring  him  he  had  no  Fever,  nor 
any  thing  to  fear  thence,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  verify'd,  and  this  involuntary 
Weeping  quickly  left  him  :  Whether  or 
no  Alkalinus ,  I  fay,  took  this  for  the  like 
AffeCtion,  I  know  not,  but  am  fare, 
however  pofitive  of  Succefs  from  his 
Advice,  he  was  out  in  his  Prediction. 

1  have  mention'd  thefe,  as  Inftances, 
to  forwarn  you  againft  abfolute  Trognof - 
ticks ,  as  alfo  to  render  you  very  careful 
how  you  give  too  much  Encouragement  j 
for  it  is  always  bed  that  your  Patient  and 
his  Friends  fhould  be  rather  furpriz’d  at 
his  doing  well,  than  his  Deceafe  5  "efpe- 
cia!Iy  if  taking  hold  of  any  thing  you 

had 
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had  let  fall,  as  to  his  Safety,  it  fhould 
otherwife  fall  out  5  but  it  is  time  I  fhould 
return. 

When  you  have  thus  done  your  own 
Duty,  it  will  be  neeeffary,  by  the  drifted 
Injunctions,  to  prefs  that  of  the  Atten¬ 
dants  about  the  Sick  :  I  mean  that  they 
are  forbid  any  fuch  Liberty ,  as  may  be 
hazardous  by  either  trefpaffing  in  Diet 
to  gratify  fome  irregular  Appetite;  or 
getting  him  up,  before  it  may  be  fafe  for 
him,  under  the  Pretext  of  the  Bed’s  foak- 
ivg  him ,  a  term  among  foolifh  and  in- 
eonfiderate  Nurfes,  or  of  making  it  eafier 
for  his  after  Repole  :  And  here  I  may 
acquaint  you,  that  I  never  fufifer  my  Pa¬ 
tient  to  rife,  before  the  Defpumation  is 
finifn’d,  the  Crips  over,  and  the  Fever 
at  lead  moderated,  if  not  entirely  fub- 
dued  ;  nor  that  he  exceed  his  Chicken 
Water,  Sack  Whey,  Panada,  <&c.  Where 
thefe  are  not  contra-indicated,  as  by  a 
‘Diarrhoea  (with  one  Giafs  of  Wine  in 
a  Day  under  Limitations  before  obferved, 
in  the  nervous  Fevers  attended  with  De~ 
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liqtt'mm  and  Sweats)  through  the  whole 
Courfe. 

For  believe  me,  Sir,  as  I  am  ready  to 
think  one  third  of  the  common  People 
are  loft,  by  haying  up  too  long  :  So 
others  run  as  great  hazard  of  their  Lives, 
either  by  riling  too  loon,  thinking  to  run 
away  from  the  Fever,  or  keeping  the  fame 
on,  if  not  relapfing  thereinto,  from  ob- 
ftinately  humouring  their  Palates  with 
improper  Foods  or  Liquors :  And  this 
by  the  Connivance  or  vile  Pra&ices  of 
their  Nurfes,  who  inhead  of  refilling 
what  they  hone  after,  too  often  lead  them 
into  thefe  fatal  Mifcarriages. 

In  vifiting  thefe  poor  People,  let  me 
perfuade  you  rather  to  take  no  Fees,  than 
undervalue  your  Profdlion,  by  hooping 
to  crown  Pieces,  as  fome  I  have  known, 
making  a  fecond  Vifit  alfo  for  the  fame  : 
This  will  be  to  lehen  the  Dignity  there¬ 
of,  and  render  you  a  Hackney  Vifitant, 
by  which,  tho*  the  Mifer  may  regard 
you,  yet  the  better  Sort  will  overlook 
you,  mcafuring  your  judgment  by  the 

mean- 
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meannefs  of  your  Condefccntion,  or  ac¬ 
counting  the  fame  as  fmall,  as  theRccom- 
penfc  that  will  content  you:  Neither  ought 
you  now  to  preferibe  any  chargeablcDrug, 
orpurfuethe  Bomp  of  Medicine  s  forthat 
would  be  Injuftice  to  the  Apothecary, who 
inflead  of  being  paid  for  Bezoar ,  is  per¬ 
haps  never  like  to  be  fatisfy'd  for  his  Crabs 
Claws ,  with  Contrayerva  and  the  other 
Abforbents . 

It  is,  you  know,  in  the  Phyfician’s 
Power  to  do  great  Service  to  the  Poor, 

(a  glorious  Office  I  muft  own  it)  at  lit., 
tie  Expence,  and  doubtlcfs  it  is  our  Duty 
to  confult  his  Ability  with  his  Sicknefs. 
Wherefore  in  the  fimple  or  putrid  Sy~ 
nochiiSy  I  preferibe  the  cPulv.  e  chel.  C.  C . 

Sed fine  Bez.  for  the  'Zvvoxcg,  ubi  res  funt 
angufla^Domi-,  the  Lapis  contray.  &  Conf 
Lujulce-,  with  fome  fimple  Diluent,  as 
the  Sage  Tea,  to  wafh  down  the  fame. 

I  come  now  to  your  particular  Conduit 
among  tnofe  who  are  your  Patients,  or 
make  ufe  of  you  when  they  are  Sick, 
where  I  would  never  have  you  over  fa- 

X  4  miliar. 


A  Discourse  Let.  %» 

miliar,  at  lead  not  fo  as  to  be  often  at 
their  Tables ;  for  this  in  time  will  alfo 
make  yon  cheap  5  and  there  are  thofe 
who  inftead  of  feeing  you  handfomely, 
will  be  apt  to  place  your  Vifits  to  the 
Account  of  their  Civilities,  and  treat 
you  rather  as  their  Friend  than  Phyfi- 
cian.  Be  affable  with  them  and  fociable 
as  you  will,  but  cautious  how  you  dip 
your  Finger  in  their  Difh,  or  take  a  Bot¬ 
tle  at  their  Cod. 

And  as  for  your  general  Converfation, 
take  this  Hint,  that  you  never  openly 
efpoufe  the  Intered  of  a  fet  cParty  in 
their  Maxims  of  Government :  Or  fhew 
a  forwardnefs  to  be  diftinguiflfd  that  way. 
Fear  God ,  and  Honour  the  King 5  take 
care  of  your  fclf,  as  well  as  the  Sick, 
with  whom  you  are  entrufled  5  but  med¬ 
dle  not  in  Party  Quarrels  or  Difputes. 

I  have  liv’d  to  fee  both  Sorts  take 
their  Turns,  and  tho’  their  Pretences 
have  run  high  for  the  puhlick  Goody  yet 
too  many  of  cither  Side  have  fall'n  fhort, 
and  made  all  to  center,  when  they  have 
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got  footing,  in  their  own,  and  their  Fa¬ 
vourites  private  Advantage:  So  that  I 
now  diftinguifh  my  fellow  Citizens,  only 
as  honefi ,  or  deftgningts/lzn  5  regarding  the 
former,  as  I  am  fure  you  will  do,  and 
avoiding  the  lad,  however  in  fuch  wife* 
as  may  give  the  lead  Offence. 

Above  all  Things,  dear  Sir,  you  ought 
not  to  be  afraid,  nor  yet  afham’d  of  your 
religious  Principles ,  however  you  keep 
thofe  of  Politicks  to  your  felf.  It  can 
be  no  Difgrace  I  am  fure,  ( to  how  great 
a  height  of  Impiety  foever  our  prefent 
Age  is  arriv’d  )  for  a  Phyfician,  who  owns 
himfelf  at  all  Times  no  more  than  Na¬ 
tures  Mini  ft  er ,  to  acknowledge  himfelf 
alfo  the  Servant  of  Nature’s  Mafter :  But 
I  fear,  as  I  have  before  taken  Notice,  wc 
have  natur d  it  fo  long,  fome  of  us,  as 
to  think  even  this  Nature ,  to  mean  no  o- 
ther  than  an  abfo lute  Fatality,  where  Laws 
are  fo  irreverfibly  edablifh’d,  as  that  the 
Supreme  Power,  or  Law-giver  himfelf, 
has  now  no  Power  left,  either  to  abro¬ 
gate  or  fufpend  them,  but  that  all  is  hur- 
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ry'd  on  by  a  blind  Impulfe,  becaufe  the 
Sentence  is  not  immediately  put  in  Execu¬ 
tion  againjl  the  Impious ,  like  that  of  the 
Heathen  cDeftiny>  ever  to  continue  as 
Things  ftand  at  prefent,  or  the  Princi¬ 
ples  being  worn  out,  and  dropping  to 
Pieces,  the  World  of  Matter  is  to  fall 
into  its  primitive  Chaos ,  and  the  World 
of  Life  to  a  State  of  Annihilation . 

So  far  as  we  can  judge  by  the  Practice 
of  fome,  they  mud  fet  out  upon  fuch  like 
Foundation,  el  fe  how  can  we  imagine  they 
fliould  enter  the  Chambers  of  the  Sicks 
withaD-nit,  what  aPulfe  is  here?  Z— s 
what  a  Urine?  or  with  Grimace  break 
fome  forry  ]eft  at  the  Bedfide,  as  I  have 
beenWitnefs  of?  But  fuch  Men’s  Con¬ 
versation  you  muft  fhun  as  the  Plague, 
for  fear  of  Infection.  Nor  need  you  ap¬ 
prehend  that  any  one  will  think  you  lefs 
qualify  Jd  for  your  Profeffion,  on  Account 
of  your  Morality  or  foberDeportment  5  lefs 
learned,  for  not  being  Atheijlical  in  your 
Difcou-rfe;  lefs  judicious,  for  your  Dili¬ 
gence  and  Circumfpe&ion  in  the  Dif. 

charge 
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charge  of  your  Duty  to  the  diftrefied  ; 
Or,  inaWord,  Ids  accomplifli’d,  becaufe 
you  want  only  the  Qualifications  of  a 
Rake  or  a  Buffoon :  So  far  from  it  that  I 
am  fatisfy’d  you  will  be  had  in  greater 
Efteem,  even  by  thofe  Men  themfelves, 
who,  vicious  as  they  are,  cannot  be  ig¬ 
norant,  that  if  the  reft  of  the  World 
were  to  run  upon  their  Biafs>  neither  their 
own  Lives  nor  Fortunes  could  be  long 
fecur’d  to  them  :  And  now  give  me  leave 
to  conclude  with  the  following  Qualifi¬ 
cations  I  judge  neceflary  for  him  that  is 
entering  upon  this  noble  Profefllon,  or 
who  deferves 

The  Character  of  a  good  Phyfician. 

Firft,  I  think  he  ought  to  be  a  Perfoti 
of  folid  Erudition ,  and  a found  Judgment , 
(if  to  this  a  Genius  for  Phyfick,  or  a  na¬ 
tural  Talent  that  Way  could  be  pur¬ 
chas’d,  much  Pains  and  Labour  might 
be  fpared )  expert  in  Anatomy ,  and  fre¬ 
quent  in  the  DilTe&ion  of  morbid  Bo¬ 
dies  y 
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dies,  as  alfo  well  read  in  the  Hiftory  of 
their  Difeafes ,  careful  in  making  his  Ob- 
fer vations  thereon,  or  diligent  in  remark¬ 
ing  fuch  as  may  be  of  after  ufe  to  him. 

Secondly,  he  fhould  be  a  Perfon  of 
itnci  ‘Probity  and  Fidelity ,  Matter  of  the 
beft  Morals ,  by  no  Means  babling  in 
private,  much  lets  in  his  publick  Coir 
verfation,  the  W eakneffes  or  Infirmities 
of  either  Sex,  which  have  been  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him,  or  about  which  he  has 
been  confulted^  upon,  which  Account 
he  mutt  be 

Thirdly,  a  Perfon  of  the  greateft  Ho¬ 
nour  as  well  as  Gravity  and  Modefiy . 

Fourthly,  he  fhould  be  Courteous  to  all, 
yet  know  how  to  keep  that  becoming 
Diftance  with  his  Patient,  as  may  procure 
to  him  the  greater  Reverence  and  Rc- 
fpcft. 

Fifthly,  he  mutt  neither  be  Loqua¬ 
cious  nor  a  T after,  for  which  none  but 
an  old  Nurfe  will  value  him  >  neither  af¬ 
fect  a  fupercilious  Air  or  cynical  Mo- 
rofcneji ,  which  will  procure  to  him  the 
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Character  of  a  proud  Man,  and  ren¬ 
der  him  contemptible  upon  that  Account, 
if  on  no  other. 

Sixthly,  it  will  behove  him  to  appear 
always  neat  in  his  Attire ,  avoiding  the 
Extremes  of  the  Fop  and  the  Sloven ,  with 
a  cheerful  Countenance,  efpecially  before 
the  Sick  5  rather  compaffionating  their  In¬ 
firmities,  than  refenting  every  little  Ex- 
curfion  which  Pain  and  Peevifhnefs  may 
extort  from  fome  of  them  >  for  as  Vity 
and  Humanity  are  due  to  all  Men  under 
Affliction,  fo  no  Man  fhews  thefe  moft 
excellentEndowments  witha  betterGrace 
than  does  the  Phyfician. 

Thefe  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  his  Va¬ 
lient,  whilft  for  his  own ,  it  were  much 
to  be  wiflTd  that 

Seventhly  and  Laftly,  he  have  fuch 
competent  Eftate ,  as  may  fupport  a  hand- 
fome  Figure  in  Life,  till  Bufmefs  anfwers, 
or  that  he  comes  to  be  taken  Notice  of 
in  the  World  5  and  this  I  think  (till  more 
defirable,  that  he  may  not  fall  under  any 
Temptation  to  do  a  mean  ACtion,  by 

1  which, 
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which  Difhonour  might  redound  to  the 
^Dignity  of  his  Profeffion,  as  well  as  to 
himfelf. 

Now  as  your  Title,  Sir,  to  the  greateft 
part  of  thefe  neceffary  Qualifications  for 
the  Office  of  a  Phyfician,  are  known  to 
thofe  who  are  happy  in  your  Acquain¬ 
tance  ;  fo  if  by  any  Thing  I  have  here 
communicated ,  a  farther  Step  fhould 
be  made,  towards  the  putting  you  into 
the  full  Poffeffion  of  what  remains  yet 
wanting,  I  fhall  think  the  time  I  have 
fpent  therein  very  well  employed ,  and 
the  Recompence  fufficient,  that  in  the 
Number  of  your  Friends  you  place, 

"Dear 
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A  lliort  Account  of  the  Pulfe  and 
Urine  5  as  affording  Signs  both 
Diagnojlic  and  Prognoftic  *  as 
alfo  of  Cnfes ,  and  critical  Days 
in  fevers }  by  the  Way  of  Poft* 

I  Have  taken  Notice  in  both  my  pre¬ 
ceding  Letters,  that  as  the  Pulfe 
does  guide  us  to  the  Nature  of  the  Fe¬ 
ver  ,  fo  alfo  to  the  Regimen  neceffary 
to  be  obferv’d  therein  ;  And  that  the  U- 
rine ,  however  fallacious  at  fome  times,  is 
yet  to  be  infpeded  from  Day  to  Day,  as 
affording  us  often  the  Signs  of  Concoc¬ 
tion  of  the  febrile  Matter,  by  its  Nates 
at  the  top,  the  Eneorcema  fufpended,  and 
the  Flypoftafis  at  the  bottom  3  befides 
which,  when  tending  to  an  Intermittent , 
the  fame  is  difcoverable  by  the  lateritious 
Sediment. 
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But  to  give  feme  farther  Information 
of  both  thefe,  1  here  prefcnt  you  with  a 
fflort  Abftraft?  sketch'd  out  to  my  Hand, 
by  Zyp£us  from  his  Injlitutions ,  a  Book 
now  fcarce,  yet  upon  feveral  other  Ac« 
counts  defervingyourPerufal,  as  the  belt, 
in  my  Opinion,  of  the  Kind,  that  has 
been  yet  publifh’d,  with  feme  Annota¬ 
tions  of  my  own. 

And  Firft  of  the  Pulfe* 

Which  according  to  this  Gentleman 
is  deceitful  and  mutable,  as  well  from 
any  fudden  Motion  of  the  Mind,  as  of 
the  Body  :  So  that  the  Phyfician  coming 
into  the  fick  Man's  Chamber,  is  not  pre- 
fently  to  explore  the  fame,  which  may 
vary  even  by  the  Surprize,  or  Thought 
how  his  Cafe  may  appear  to  him. 

There  are  many  Differences  thereof, 
feme  of  lefs  Ufe  or  Regard  :  The  moft 
material,  are  the  four  following :  The 
Great  and  the  Small ’  the  Strong  and  the 
Weak  5  the  zyEqual  or  Uneqiiah  the  Fre¬ 
quent  and  Rare .  To' 
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To  the  firft  of  thefe  belong  the  full 
and  the  empty >  alfo,  in  fome  Refpeds,  the 
hard  and  the  fofti  the  Difference  between 
the  Tulfus  magnuSy  ac  validus ,  is  by 
fome  diftinguidfd  thus. 

\ Pulfus  m  a  gnus  eft ,  in  quo  Arteria 
multum  pulfat  in  longum ,  latum  cr  pro- 
fundum.  Validus  y  in  quo  valide  ferit  tan- 
gentis  ‘Digitum . 

The  Ordinate  and  Inordinate ,  or  the 
Z_ftEqual  and  Unequal ,  is  the  fame  as  the 
Intermitting  :  That  is,  when  after  a  cer¬ 
tain  Number  of  Vibrations  or  Stroaks  a- 
gainfi  the  Finger,  there  is  a  full  Stop  or 
Interruption  for  a  fhort  Space  y  and  this 
is  again  divided  into  the  ecqnaliter  in£~ 
quahs ,  and  the  intequaliter  inrequalis  $  the 
former  is  when  the  Stop  happens  con- 
ftantly  after  the  fame  Number  of  Beats, 
as  at  5,  at  6,  or  at  7  ;  the  latter,  when 
it  falls  out  fometimes  at  3?  at  others  at 
9,  andfoon,  irregular  dill  and  uncertain. 

To  the  Inordinate  others  (but  I  think 
improperly)  add  the  Capri  fans ,  Myurus 
and  Formicans .  Some  likewife  make  a 
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Difference  between  the  ^Pulfus  celer,  and 
the  Tulfus  frequens,  as  betwixt  the  tar¬ 
dus  and  the  rarus  j  alledging  that  a  Pulfe 
may  be  fwift,  yet  not frequent  5  zlto  fre¬ 
quent,  yet  not  fwift  3  as  the  Coats  of  the 
Artery  happen  to  be  more  or  lefs  dilata¬ 
ble,  and  require  a  longer  or  a  fhorter 
time  in  their  ftriking  the  Finger :  For 
as  in  that  which  is  more  dilated ,  the 
Pulfe  may  be  fwift ,  yet  taking  up  time 
to  communicate  its  Motion  through  the 
fame,  lefs  frequent:  So  when  the  Veffel 
is  more  contra&ed,  requiring  lefs  Space, 
it  may  be  frequent ,  yet  not  fwift. 

According  to  a  late  Writer  in  the  ma¬ 
thematical  Way,  1  there  is  alfo  a  very  re¬ 
markable  one,  betwixt  a  large  and  a 
full,  and  a  thin  or  a  f mall  Pulfe  3  either 
of  which  may  be  firong  or  weak, ,  and  by 
reciprocal  Proportion,  fo  balance  each 
other,  as  to  retain  the  fame  Magnitude 
or  Quantity  of  the  Stroak  in  both  :  That 
is,  the  Velocity  of  the  Blood  under  a 


large. 
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3  57 


P  OSTSCR  IP  T. 

large,  full  and  weak  Pulfe,  may  be  the 
fame  as  under  a  [mall,  but  flrong  and 
/ mart  one  5  which  depends  much  on  the 
contr  affile  power  of  the  Veflels,  the  fiat  e 
of  the  Blood,  more  or  lefs  prone  to  Rari- 
faff  ion  and  Condenfation  j  its  Fluxility  or 
Vifcidity ,  its  Heat  and  fpecifick  Gravity^ 

r'* 

which  being  too  weak  or  flrong  for  the 
reflitutive  power  of  the  Nerves ,  the 
C/ Equilibrium  is  deftroy’d,  and  Fevers, 
as  well  as  other  Diforders,  hereby  pro¬ 
duced  5  but  palling  thefe,  as  over  nice 
and  lefs  ufeful  Diftin&ions. 

To  the  hard  and  [oft  Pulfe  belongs 
the  full  and  the  empty  5  the  former  in¬ 
cident  to  old  Age,  from  the  indurated 
Condition  of  the  arterial  Coat,  which  in 
fome  have  been  found  Cartilaginous.  Re¬ 
lated  to  this,  is  reckon’d  the  Serratus , 
tho’  furely  lefs  properly,  which  with  the 
acute  Fain  on  the  Side ,  and  the  dry  Cough , 
areaccountcdthe  u  fu  zfDiagno  flicks  of  the 
Fleurify  ;  with  the  hard  and  the  foft,  are 
number’d  alfo  the  flrong  and  the  weak,  as 
above  remark’d. 

Y  2 
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Farthermore,  in  refpcft  to  the  Ttilfe, 
Confideration  muft  be  had  to  the  natural 
T emper ament  or  Confutation  of  the  Body, 
as  iikewife  to  the  Age  and  Sex,  the  Taf 
fions  of  Anger ,  Joy,  Sadnefs ,  Love  j  alfo 
the  Seafons  of  the  Tear ,  as  Winter ,  Sum. 
mer,  Spring  and  Autumn,  the  Temper  of 
the  Air ,  as  hot,  cold \  moift  and  dry,  all 
which  have  an  Influence  upon  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Blood,  and  of  Confequence 
muft  differently  difpofe  the  ' Pulfe . 

Thus  to  give  you  a  fhort  Recital,  to 
the  ^Temper,  naturally  appertains  the 
pulfits  validus  ac  frequens  $  to  the  cold 
the  contrary,  parvus ,  tardus  ac  debilis  5 
to  the  dry ,  duriufculus  &  rams  3  but  if 
withal  hot,  the  magnus 5  to  the  humid  or 
moift,  the  mollis  &  rams,  aliquant ulum 
quoqtie  magnus . 

If  we  regard  the  Age,  Children  have 
the  Tulfus  creber  &  molliufculus  >  Touth 
and  Men  grown,  the  maximus  ac  vali- 
dijjimus  5  Women ,  the  creber,  mollifque, 
fubinde  magnus  ( ut  viraginibus  )  fed  f£- 
pius  parvus  5  old  Age  the  ranis,  debilis, 
fed  f  ee  us  &  duriufculus.  In 
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In  refped  to  the  Seafons ,  to  the 
Spring  is  reckon'd  the  magnus,  validus  & 
moderate  creber.  To  Summer,  creker ,  non * 
nihil  magnus,  validitfqae,  in  as  much  as 
the  Blood  at  this  time  is  hotter,  and  more 
rarify’d.  To  Autitmn,  P  ulfiis  inconft  ans  dr 
debilis ,  by  leffening  of  the  faid  Heat,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  frequent  change  of  Air, 
from  one  fide  to  the  other.  To  the  Win¬ 
ter,  the  Tulfus  parvus,  debilior  &  rarior. 
In  Sleep,  the  Pulfe  is  more  languid  and 
rare,  as  alfo  leffer  than  when  awake  :  And 
now  laftly,  if  we  look  to  the  P ajjions ,  in 
Anger,  the  fame  is  great,  Jlro?2g  and  fre¬ 
quent  5  in  Sadnefs  contrarily  fmall,  weak 
and  rare .  In  Joy ,  moderately  large,  frong 
and  withal  equal.  The  Pulfe  proper  to 
Perfons  in  Love,  is  difficultly  diftinguifhkb 
as  depending  much  on  the  different  Paf- 
fions,  with  which,  at  diverfe  Times, 
thefe  People  are  affe&ed,  as  Joy,  Fear , 
Sorrow,  by  which  the  fame  is  render’d 
almoft  perpetually  unequal,  fl affiliating  or 
inconfant . 
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Of  the  Urine. 

As  the  Difeafes  of  every  part  (in  the 
Words  of  the  fame  Author)  are  not  found 
out  by  the  Urine ,  fo  neither  (which  the 
cPis-Prophet  pretends)  is  every  Difeale 
that  affiids  the  Body  of  Man.  And  truly 
the  chief  Indications  we  can  gather  hence* 
are  fuch  which  relate  principally  to  the 
found  or  difeafed  State  of  thofe  through 
which  the  Serum  of  the  Blood  tranfmi- 
grates,  whence  it  derives  its  Generation 
and  Perfe&ion,  or  wherein  it  happens  to 
acquire  fome  Angular  Affection  of  the 
Bowels  infervient  to  ConcoElion  $  but  in 
more  efpccial  Manner,  the  Kidneys ,  Ure¬ 
ters  and  Bladder  5  and  hence,  in  fome 
Refpe&s,  it  may  be  accounted  a  more  ge¬ 
neral  Diagnoflic  than  is  the  cPulfe  :  In  as 
much  as  the  former,  not  only  difeovers 
to  us  the  Difeafe,  but  the  Caufe  alfo,  and 
the  Part  affected,  which  the  laft  does  not. 

I  hus  from  the  Urine ,  in  reference  to 
the  Difeafe ,  we  find  out  Wounds ,  Ulcers , 

Obftruc- 
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ObfiruCtions  yVtixh  the  Intempcries  of  fome 
of  the  inward  Parts  •,  in  regard  to  the 
Caufe ,  fome  vifcid  and  crude  Matter  re¬ 
dundant,  obflructed  Bile,  calculous  Concre¬ 
tions  and  Grumes  of  Blood .  And  laftly,  as 
to  the  Part  affeCted,  we  infer  the  Blad¬ 
der  to  be  ulcerated,  by  the  branny  Scales 
and  ftinking  Matter ,  difcharg'd  together 
with  the  Urine .  That  the  Kidneys  are 
mifaffected,  by  the  Caruncles ,  Blood  and 
Matter^  however  lefs  foetid  than  that 
from  the  Bladder  :  Yet  ufually  in  larger* 
Quantity,  which  together  with  the  Pain 
about  the  Region  of  the  Loyns,  puts  the 
Matter  out  of  Difpute.  In  Fevers ,  we 
apprehend  the  Head,  if  not  as  yet,  likely 
to  be  affe&ed  fuddenly,  by  the  Change 
of  the  Urine  from  a  deeper  Colour,  to  a 
crude  Palenefs.  Thus  the  Criticon  has 
juftly  remark'd,  that  if  in  a  Fever ,  Con¬ 
coction  appears  in  the  Urine ,  and  after 
turns  pale,  without  a  Sediment,  provided 
the  fame  ceafe,  all  goes  well,  otherwife 
fome  fatal  Metafla/is  ( fuch  as  a  Tranfla- 
tion  of  the  morbid  Matter  to  the  Head, 

Y  4  or 


or  being  thrown  upon  the  Nerves,  brin¬ 
ging  on  Convuifions)  is  at  hand:  And 
hence  he  fays,  tho’  a  concoEted  Urine  does 
not  always  accompany  a  critical  Evacua¬ 
tion  or  Eruption,  yet  fhould  it  always 
precede  one.  None  of  which  are  found 
out  by  the  Fulfe ,  which  neverthelefs  it 
nrnft  be  granted,  is  the  more  fare  Frog- 
nofiicator  of  Life  and  Death,  by  indi¬ 
cating  the  vital  Principle  to  be  more 
ftrong  or  weak,  as  the  Difpence  of  the 
nervous  Fluid ,  in  the  Brain  itsStore-houfe, 
is  more  vigoroufly  or  faintly  fupply’d  for 
carrying  on  the  Circulation  or  the  Blood, 
without  which,  any  more  than  Breathing, 
we  cannot  live. 

The  Urine  we  own  does  fometimes  pre- 
fage  Death,  in  refpect  to  its  entire  Stop¬ 
page,  as  in  the  Ifcbury  many  Days  con¬ 
tinued  :  In  the  AJcites  or  Dropfy  of  the 
BcIIjg  from  its  fmall  Quantity  and  iixivial 
Contents,  a  Difeafe  almoft  as  fatal  5  by 
the  foetid  Matter  idling  therewith,  ac- 
company’d  with  great  Pain  in  the  Dif- 
charge,  as  in  the  Ulcers  of  the  Bladder 

already 
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already  obferv’d,  ufually  mortal  alfo  at 
long  run:  However  we  arc  not  otherwife 
to  praftife  Uromancy ,  from  Infpcdion 
Amply  of  this  Fluid,  which  is  fo  very  pre¬ 
carious  in  Fevers ,  that  we  find  many 
Ferfons  dying  with  a  laudable  Urine ,  of 
which  Danger  the  Fulfe  gives  the  truer 
Notice. 

If  we  look  upon  the  Colour  of  this 
Liquor,  we  obferve  the  fame  Diverge, 
accordingly  as  it  is  more  or  lefs  fatti- 
rated  with  faline  and  earthy  Particles,  im¬ 
porting  differently  alfo  :  Thus  the  infi- 
pid  made  in  large  Quantity,  which  is 
clear  like  Rock  Water,  to  which  they 
compare  it, is  common  to  the  Hyfteric  and 
Hypochondriacal  A ffeCiions.  The  JweetiJh 
like  hony’d  Water,  and  pale,  or  rather 
Cow  [lip  colour’d,  coming  down  as  it  were 
like  a  Cataract  or  Flood,  withal  ponde¬ 
rous  as  the  Lymph  a ,  denotes  the  Diabe¬ 
tic  Frofluvitim  or  Fiffing  Evil.  On  the 
contrary,  the  high  colour’d  and  lixivia!, 
as  but  now  obferv’d,  made  alfo  in  little 
Quantity,  the  Dropfy  of  the  Belly.  An  in¬ 
flammatory 
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flammatoryDifpofition  oftheParts  within* 
fuch  as  that  of  the  Intejlines>  but  cfpecially 
the  Liver  and  Kidneys ,  will  difpofe  the 
fame  to  be  Coffee  colour'd  *  or  of  a  deep 
red  *  as  the  Obftru&ion  of  the  Bile ,  will 
render  the  fame  yellow,  witnefs  the  Jaun¬ 
dice .  A  wheyifh  Water  is  common  to 
Children  labouring  under  the  Stone  in 
the  Bladdery  the  like  I  have  known  ac¬ 
company  the  JVormSy  as  alfo  to  precede 
the  Small  Box  in  Infants. 

But  as  to  the  Colour  and  Scent  alfo, 
many  Things  may  contribute  inwardly 
taken  :  Thus  Saffron  and  Madder ,  as 
likewife  Turmeric ,  but  efpecially  Rhu¬ 
barb  >  will  ftrike  a  dye  thereon  of  the 
fame  C o lour,  Afparagus  and  rotten  Cheefey 
Garlick  and  the  Turpentines  of  all  Sorts, 
will  imbue  the  fame  with  differingSmells$ 
the  three  flrft  offenfive  ones,  but  the  laft 
more  grateful. 

What  is  moll  obfervable  in  relation  to 
\\\zConfiftenceyixz  the  clear  and  turbid $ 
of  the  former  already,  the  laft  is  often 
the  fore  runner  of  the  three  more  re¬ 
markable 
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markable  Contents ,  to  be  here  obfervcd, 
i.  The  Nubecula  or  Cloud,  fwimming 
at  the  top.  2.  Eneorcema ,  which  is  the 
fame  growing  more  weighty,  and  falling 
lower,  or  hanging  as  it  were  in  the  mid¬ 
dle.  The  3d  call'd  Hypojlafis ,  or  Sedi- 
mentum ,  growing  dill  heavier,  and  fink¬ 
ing  to  the  bottom  ;  or  taking  with  you 
a  little  touch  of  Mathematicks ,  you  mud 
underdand,  that  Bodies  gravitate  with 
their  Excefs  of  Gravity ,  above  the  ligh¬ 
ter  :  So  that  fuppofe  x-f-y  to  be  the  hea¬ 
vier,  and  x  to  denote  the  lighter,  then 
X  +  y  =  y.  All  thefe  with  fome  ramous 
x 

Particles  holding  them  together,  are  com¬ 
pounded  of  the  nutritious  Corpufcles, 
carry’d  along,  with  the  Serum ,  and  wafh’d 
off  from  the  Blood  in  its  Patfage,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  feveral  Gravities  as  now  hin¬ 
ted,  taking  their  Stations  in  the  Urinal, 
the  lighted  keeping  on  the  Surface,  the 
heavier  dipping  down  lower,  and  the 
weightied  finking  to  the  bottom  thereof, 
which  ought  to  be  of  a  whitish  Colour , 
fmooth  and  equal ,  or  according  to  Bel - 
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Uni,  figure  retufa  cPyramidis,  cum  bafi 
in  fundo  vajis,  the  beft  Indication  of  a 
kindly  and  regular  Concoction  :  And 
hence  fome  Phyfick  Writers  have  re¬ 
in  ark’ d  in  Fevers ,  that  when  towards  the 
fifth,  fixth,  or  fcventh  Day ,  this  light 
and  even  Sediment  fhews  it  felf  in  the 
Urine ,  it  is  a  good  Argument  of  Digef- 
tion  of  the  Matter  thereof,  and  a  pro" 
minng  Index  of  Recovery,  particularly 
when  the  Day  before,  there  was  no  fuch 
Appearance,  and  that  the  lame  is  not  di- 
vuls’d,  but  clofe,even,  and  compaft  toge¬ 
ther.  Again  if  on  the  third  Day,  the  Nubes 
or  Eneorama  fhew  themfelves,  all  is  to 
go  well,  efpecially  when  the  fame  begins 
to  gather  cioi'cr,  and  has  a  Tendency 
downwards,  like  the  true  Hypoftajis . 

We  have  already  view’d  the  other  Ap¬ 
pearances  and  Contents  in  this  Fluid  , 
the  Urine ,  befides  which  there  is  one 
fupernatant  in  the  place  of  the  Cloud 
at  the  top,  of  which  we  have  not  taken 
Notice,  that  is  an  oily  or  fat  Appear - 
mce,  frequently  accompanying  the  hec¬ 
tical 


POSTSCRIPT.  $6 

tied  or  confumptive  Patient,  tho’  I  have 
known  it  common  to  others,  proceeding 
from  the  melting  down  of  certain  fuU 
phureons  Parts  in  the  Blood,  by  a  preter¬ 
natural  Heat  fiirred  up;  which  palling 
off  alfo  with  the  Serum,  through  the  Pa - 
pilU  and  rend  Duds,  from  their  light- 
nefs  in  Companion  of  the  others,  appear 
like  a  Skin  or  Scum  upon  the  uppermofl: 
Part  thereof. 

Of  CrifeSj  and  the  Dies  Critici  in 

Fevers. 

Altho’  it  is  granted  that  fome  Fevers 
may  be  endemic d  to  fome  particular  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  that  different  Epidemicks  alfo 
do  arife  from  fome  hidden  Caufes,  whe¬ 
ther  planetary  above,  or  fubterraneous  be¬ 
neath  us  3  yet  the  common  putrid  Fever , 
which  is  owing  rather  to  the  manifeft 
Qualities  in  the  Air,  or  a  Trefpafs  in. 
the  Nonnaturals,  muft  be  allow’d,!  think, 
of  near  Affinity  in  all  Places  and  Cli¬ 
mates;  fo  that  as  our  learned  Country - 
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man  Dr.  Freind  in  his  ix  Commentary ? 
takes  Notice,  notwithftandins;  the  Air  of 
Thafos  where  Hippocrates  pra&is’d,  by 
its  Situation,  and  particular  Difpofition, 
vary’d  from  that  of  England ;  yet- was. 
not  the  difference  of  their  Fevers ,  from 
thefe  of  ours,  fo  very  wide  as  feme  a- 
mong  us  are  ready  to  imagine ,  and  in¬ 
deed  thole  very  Fevers ,  which  Dr.  Sy¬ 
denham  has  digefted  as  it  were  into  Con - 
Jlitutions ,  or  diftindt  Gaffes,  feem  ra¬ 
ther,  according  to  this  Gentleman,  to  have 
been  different  only  in  their  ‘Degree, and  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  different  Appearances, 
than  in  the  diverfe  Genius  thereof :  For 
as  there  never  was  any  fuch  where  the 
Sick  were  in  every  particular  feifed  alike  5 
So  the  diverfe  Symptoms  at  fome  times, 
in  one  from  another,  are  not  fufficient 
for  eftablifhing  a  new  Genus ,  efpecially 
where,  excepting  a  regard  to  thofe  pe¬ 
culiar  Symptoms  above  mention’d,  the 
general  Indications  are  much  alike  :  So 
needlefs,  or  unneceffary  is  it,  faith  our 
Author,  to  be  over- curious  in  thefe  DF 
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ftin&ions,  which  are  fo  little  inftru&ive 
to  the  young  Phyfician,  that  they  may 
poffibly  lead  him  into  fome  Miftake,  as 
falfly  fuggefting  when  he  fees  any  An¬ 
gular  Note  or  Property  affixed  to  the 
Difeafe  ,  he  is  alfo  to  find  out  fome  pe¬ 
culiar  Method  of  Prefcription  fuitable  to 
the  fame,-  of  which  Notice  ought  to  be 
taken,  left  it  fhould  be  fuppofed  all  that 
has  been  delivered  concerning  Fevers ,  by 
the  Divine  Hippocrates  uld  bethought 
foreign  to  us,  or  belonging  only  to  a 
Set  oi  Men,  born  under  another  Region, 
or  living  in  a  remote  Country  from  us. 

Whether  the  Corollaries  which  may  be 
hence  deduced,  for  fettingonfoot  the  fame 
Cure,  will  hold  good  under  all  Parts  of  the 
habitable  World,  I  am  not  to  difpute  5 
but  this  I  may  Purely  affirm  among  our 
own  Epidemicks  of  the  fame  Kind,  where 
an  hundred  are  feized  about  the  fame 
Time ,  we  meet  not  with  five  in  every 
particular  Complaint  alike  ;  for  as  Mens 
various  Conftitutions  and  ways  of  Li¬ 
ving,  difpofe  the  Humours  in  their  Bloody 
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to  be  diverfly  affeffed,  even  under  the 
fame  Confutation  of  the  Atmofphere ,  or 
■whatever  fecret  Caufe  fhali  give  rife  to 
the  reigning  Difeafe  5  fo  it  is  iefs  Won¬ 
der  the  Appearances  of  ionic  Symptoms 
fhould  be  diverfify'd. 

This  premis'd,  I  come  now  to  fpeak 
a  few  Words  of  the  Crifis  and  the  criti¬ 
cal  'Days,  whereon  the  Antients  laid 
very  great  Strefs,  but  which,  in  a  Man¬ 
ner,  is  wholly  neglected  by  us,  who  ob- 
ferve  that  Fevers  of  all  Kinds  run  their 
Stages,  without  any  Regard  to  Numbers 
of  Days,  unlefs  that  they  do  not  often 
extend  beyond  twenty  one  5  I  fay,  not 
often,  for  we  want  not  Inftances  of 
fuch  as  have  exceeded  thirty  one  :  But 
as  to  the  finifhing  their  Defpumation ? 
or  what  is  call’d  ConcoBion ,  precifely 
on  fuch  a  Day,  as  the  5,  7,  11,  14  or 
21,  there  is,  I  fay,  no  Rule  that  holds 
with  us,  who  obferve,  as  the  Sick  is 
feis’d  at  all  Times  and  Seafons,  fo  dies 
lie,  or  fhews  Signs  of  Recovery,  on  the 
Days  intermediate,  or  between  all  thefe  •, 

and 
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and  hence  we  juftly,  I  think,  have  fet 
at  naught  the  dies  Indices ,  indie  antes 
feu  contemplabiles,  fuch  as  the  4,  11,  17, 
and  24  5  the  Interci  dentes,  call’d  other- 
wife  intercalates,  which  were  the  3, 

5,  9,  the  13  and  19,  the  Vaciti ,  viz. 

6 ,  8,  10,  12,  i6j  185  and  which  others 
have  run  up  to  39*  whilft  our  People 
make  them  all  Medicinales ,  and  in  that 
refped,  pleni ,  whether  for  the  better 
at  all  Times,  or  not  the  worfe  at  fame, 
I  fhall  leave  the  Faculty  to  determine  3 
but  doubtlefs  it  may  furnifh  out  fomc 
Reafon  why  thefe  Crifes  are  lefs  certain 
with  us,  than  they  were  among  the  An- 
tients;  for  Nature,  as  Baglivi  obferves, 
being  the  belt  Curer  of  Difeafes,  the 
Phyfician  is  to  hand  by,  not  as  an  idle 
Spectator,  but  to  affift  as  he  fees  Occa- 
lion,  or  as  the  Symptoms  happen  to  in¬ 
dicate:  And  this  was  the  Method  of 
Hippocrates ,  who  gave  few  Medicines 
at  the  Beginning,  and  at  the  Height  none 
at  all,  provided  the  Fever  was  not  at¬ 
tended  with  any  perverfe  or  malign. 

Z  Symp- 


372 


P  0  STS  C  R  IP  T 

Symptom,  requiring  fomething  farther 
to  be  done. 

By  this,  the  Difeafe  came  to  its  na¬ 
tural  Crifis  or  Termination,  at  the  ufual 
and  ftated  Period  appointed  by  Nature, 
which,  perhaps,  may  be  inverted  and  ren* 
der’d  confus’d,  where  over- officious  Art 
intrudes  and  puts  by  the  fame. 

*  You  can't  imagine  (faith  this  confi- 
<■  derate  Man)  what  Pleafure  I  have  had, 

*  after  the  Purfuit  of  this  Method,  and 
c  feeing  the  febrile  Pits  fucceed  by  gen- 
c  tie  and  friendly  Turns,  running  their 
€  Rounds  in  the  appointed  Order  of 
4  Nature  5  In  feeing,  I  fay,  the  regular 
c  and  finifh’d  Courfe,  the  Crifes  or  De_ 
£  puration  of  each  Fit,  as  well  as  the 

*  general  Defpumation  at  the  End  of  the 
c  Difeafe. 

*  On  the  other  Hand,  when  {he  was 
e  tealed  and  thwarted  with  the  conti- 
c  nual  Ufe  of  Remedies  (thofe  too  per- 
c  haps  ill  fuited,  as  well  as  timed)  I  al¬ 
ways  obferv'd  (v£  v obis  Me  diets  !  fhall 

c  I  fay  now?)  that  every  Thing  grew 

4  worfe. 
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«  worfc,  and  I  can  fafely  fay,  that  I  have 
‘  oftentimes  cur’d  inflammatory  Fevers , 
‘  efpecially  thofe  accompanying  the  Small 
c  Box,  by  Bleeding ,  a  thin  Diet,  and 
c  diluting  Remedies,  and  pur fuing  this 
c  Method,  never  had  a  Patient  died  un- 
‘  der  my  Hands. 

Oh  happy  Baglivi!  or  Purely  thefe  Fe¬ 
vers  at  Rome  have  been  more  mild  and 
kindly  than  ours  at  London,  where,  tho* 
I  own,  among  the  poorer  Sort,  who  have 
purfued  the  Ample  cooling  Regimen  of 
thin  Gruels  prepared  either  with  Oat¬ 
meal  or  Barley,  I  have  obferv’d  the  fame, 
but  not  always  the  like  Succefs  5  nor 
among  any  of  thefe  afflicted  with  the 
fame  Fever,  could  I  ever  fix  the  Crifis  to 
the  fame  Day,  or  thought  it  reafonable 
to  expect  it :  For  alt  ho’  vegetable  Juices 
from  the  fame  Plants,  and  of  the  fame 
Growth  or  Maturity,  put  into  Vefiels, 
and  fet  to  ferment  under  the  fame  De¬ 
gree  of  Heat  and  Cold,  may  happen  to 
fine  or  be  defpum’d,  the  EtFervefcence 
ceafing  at  their  limited  Time  or  Period; 

Z  z  yet 
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vet  will  not,  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed 
the  Blood  of  divers  Men,  living  diffe¬ 
rently,  and  of  divers  Temperaments, 
fhould  be  fubje&ed  to  the  fame  ftated 
Number  of  Days,  under  its  Ebullition 
or  Fermentation* 


Thus  Lommius  difeourfing  of  the  Con- 
coFtion  of  the  feverifh  Matter,  acquaints 
us,  that  if  any  Sign  thereof  appear  d  on 
the  fourth  Day,  about  Greece  and  Italy, 
the  Difeafe  was  judged,  that  is,  termi¬ 
nated  on  the  feventh ,  but  with  us,  faith 
he,  (Gueldria  Batavica)  upon  the  ninth ; 
and  in  the  continual  Fever  remitting ,  or 


fo  intermitting,  as  having  one  "Day  bet¬ 
ter  than  another,  the  fame  will  not  con¬ 
clude  before  the  eleventh  :  But  not  with- 
funding  this  ‘Difference  of  Appearance 
one  Day  from  the  other ,  altho'  the  Force 
of  the  Difeafe  feemeth  to  be  overcome ,  at 
the  Time  of  fuch  Remiffon  or  Inter  mi f 
fion  either,  yet  if  there  arife  any  ill 
Symptom  between ,  it  may  not  pojjibly  be 
judg’d  till  the  fourteenth,  the  common 
Boundary  of  the fe  acute  Difeafes ,  altho 9 


\ 


it 


* 
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it  may  happen  they  may  extend  to  zo,  30^ 
or  40. 

From  all  which  I  think  it  appears 
plain,  how  little  Certainty  there  is  in 
thole  Days,  which  are  called  Critical  3 
and  that  altho*  the  Blood  of  one,  under 
this  State  of  a  feverifh  Ebullition,  may 
ceafe  its  LuLtus ,  and  regain  its  Temper 
by  the  feventh  Day,  yet  that  of  another, 
under  the  like  Ejfervefcence,  may  not  re¬ 
cover  its  priftine  Calm,  till  the  eleventh 
or  the  fourteenth,  the  Signs  of  whofe 
Approach  are  aptly  enough  drawn  up 
by  an  Author  we  have  formerly  quoted 
upon  fome  other  Occafions,  viz.  a  fen - 
fible  'Diminution  of  the  Heat  and  Burn - 
ingy  with  an  agreeable  Moifture ,  as  well 
on  the  Tongue  as  the  Skin  in  general > 
fucceeding  in  its  Place,  the  Urine  change 
ing  from  the  more  to  the  lefs  inflammatory 
Colour ,  or  from  that  of  crude  to  a  con- 
cotied  State ,  as  is  feen  by  its  Light  and 
equal  Sediment  eafy ,  gentle  Sweat s, 
kindly  Evacuation  alfa  by  Stool,  as  in 
the  Time  of  Health  5  the  Pulfe  regular , 

imitating 
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imitating  almoft  the  Natural ;  and  lajlly , 
if  the  Fever  ajf times  that  Shape,  perio¬ 
dical  Inter rnijjions ,  at  leaf  regular  Remif 
fans,  where  before  the  fame  was  continu¬ 
al,  irregular ,  and  had  imperfect  or  indifi 
tin£l  Intervals. 

And  this  is  what  I  have  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  communicate  farther  about 
the  State  of  Fevers  in  general,  and  the 
Time  of  what  they  call  the  Crifis,  when 
the  utmoft  Care  is  requir’d,  that  inftead 
of  forwarding  we  do  not  fomeway  re¬ 
tard  or  pervert  the  fame,  or  change 
what  might  have  proved  falutary  in¬ 
to  a  fatal  one ;  in  regard  to  which  I 
cannot  better  fhut  up  this  Difcourfe, 
than  in  thefe  Words  of  the  fame  excel¬ 
lent  Author  Lommius . 

Omnibus ,  it  a  uti  pr£cepi,  diligent  er  per 
Febris  Trincipiwn  dr  Increment  urn,  pro - 
vifis :  ubi  ad  Statum  vent  urn  efl,  videre 
imprimis  oportet ,  quibus  Natura  viis, 
corrupt um  humor em pellere  inftituat:  Earn - 
que  convenit  parttm  fir  mam  juvare ,  neque 
vero  reclamat  quod  Hippocrates  feribit 

quae 
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/ 

qti£  judicantur  aut  judicata  funt  integrey 
ea  nullis  Medicamentis  aliifve  irritationi- 
bus  laceftenda,  fed  jinenda  efe:  ( Scil '.)  hie 
non  lace(ftmusy  fed  quo  Natura  vergit, 
co  lent  ter  imp  el  limns ,  labor  antique  Na¬ 
ture,  tanquam  Manus  auxiliatrices  da¬ 
mns,  rebus  ufi  Moderatioribus ,  nec  quic- 
quam  Nature  opus ,  more purgantium  me¬ 
dicament  orum  turbantibus  s  lit  enim  Na¬ 
tura  rebfe  omnia  per  fe  abfolventem  at  tin' 
gere ,  necejfe  non  eft :  it  a  fas  eft  labor  ant  em 
Conatuque  ‘vacuantem  dijftciliore ,  adju- 
tare.  &c. 

FINIS. 


ERRATA. 

PAge  31.  under  the  literal  reference  at  the  bottom  for 
apud  non ,  read  apud  nos.  p.  58.  line  18.  for  is  r.  are. 
p.  60. 1.  6.  r.  conflict .  p.  64.  tinea  ultima ,  r.  it  was  not.  p. 
144.  1.  ult.  for  now ,  r.  and.  p.  159.  for  Operations ,  r.  Ob- 
jervations.  p.  160.  1.  6.  r.  confidepd.  p.  170.  1.  22.  for  in- 
fecretus  r.  infecutus.  p.  209.  1. 14.  r.  worthy,  p.  240.  1.  18. 
r.  thus  feifed.  p.  253.  1.  15.  r.  of,  p.  316. 1.  1  j.f  licet,  r- 
fcilicet.  p.  344.  1.  16.  dele  thefe. 
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